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Pittsfield 
baseball 
contract 
delayed 


By D.R. Bahiman 
and Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — Declaring that “a few 
minor issues” remain to be resolved, 

Mayor James M. Ruberto last night apol- 
ogized to the Parks Commission for the 
absence of a final agreement between the 
city and the Berkshire Dukes. 2 

Ruberto said that he expects negotia- 
tions with Dan Duquette, the team’s 
owner, to bear fruit within a few days and 

he promised to deliver a final draft of a 
licensing agreement to the commmission 
as soon as it’s ready. He also pledged to 
allow the commission sufficient time to 
review the document before acting on it. 

The commission had convened a special 
meeting to consider a proposed licensing 
agreement for Wahconah Park. 

\ ‘Terms of the pact as it stood last week 
included the Dukes’ payment to the city 
of $10,000 plus $300 per game. The Dukes 
aim to play their New England Collegiate 
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there would be a fie vote among © 
the four commissioners, which © 
would have meant the pact was 
rejected. 

“J wanted to make certain .% 
that there are no misunderstand- 
ings between Mr. Duquette, my- 
self and the Parks Commission,” 
Ruberto said in a telephone mter- 
view following the meeting. “Had 
we pushed this forward, the po- 
tential for a misunderstanding 
clearly could have existed.” ; 

He would not discuss the vote 
count, nor would he elaborate on 
his earlier statement that the 
commission was going to vote 
against the license. 

Duquette had warned last week 
that he needed to know by last f 
night whether he would be able to 
play in Wahconah Park this sum | 
mer. Ruberto said he is “config 
dent that, given the circum- 
stances, Mr. Duquette is gomg to} 
wait for a: full vote” of the five- 
member commission. : 


on. 


Ward 7 Councilor Anthony Maffuccio speaks last 
night as David Potts listens in background. 
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Board balks at fast decision on Dukes 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — At Mayor James M. 
Ruberto’s request, the Parks Commis- 


sion last night scheduled a special : A ; 
meeting for Monday night to review a play in Hinsdale. 


| license agreement with former Red Sox 
_ General Manager Dan Duquette that, - 
if approved, would bring the New dio talk show.on WBRK (AM 
, W 1340), 
England Collegiate Baseball League’s Ruberto said he had ase with Se 
Berkshire Dukes from Hinsdale to quette about having his NECBL team 


Pittsfield this summer. 
The board’s decision capped a wild planned to present a three-year licens- 
day of speculation about baseball ing agreement to the Parks Commis- 


returning to Pittsfield that began yes- sion to approve at the board’s meeting 
terday morning. On Dan Valenti’s ra- last night. 


Caroline Bonnivier 


play in Pittsfield this summer, and 


‘Nat’l Night Out’ 
is planned at 
Wahconah Park 


‘If we can’t get a deal within the next week with — 
‘the city of Pittsfield then we're going to plan to 


— Dan Duquette 


But Ruberto said last night that 
members of the Parks Commission had 
told him during the day that they need- 
ed more time to consider the licensing 
agreement before voting on it, so he 
asked the board by letter to schedule a 
special meeting for next week. 

“Let’s just say there were some con- 


ay eies ¢ 


cers,” Ruberto said in a tel 
interview last night. He did n 
last night’s meeting. “So the con 


- ty and the Parks Commission did : 


feel pressured into making a deci 
on short notice, we felt it was bi 
wait a week and vote then.” 

Informed of the board’s de 
postpone consideration of th 
agreement, Duquette said 
needs to make a decision shi 
wants the Dukes to play at Wah« 
Park at allthissummer. 

“If we can’t get a deal within 
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Baseball League team in 25 games at the 
park in each of the 2005, 2006 and 2007 


seasons. 
Terms of agreement 


Last night, City Councilor Anthony 
Maffuccio of Ward 7 rose to urge Ruberto 
to limit the agreement to a one-year term. 

‘He contended that the anticipated total 
payments of $17,500 per year would not 
be sufficient to remedy plumbing and 
electrical problems at the park. 

Earlier in the meeting, James McGrath, 
the city’s director of commmunity servic- 
es, said that his department's research 
and projections indicate that $17,500 per 
year would be enough. 

«P| stand behind those numbers,” 
McGrath said, replying to a question from 
Parks Commission member Charles P. 
Garivaltis. 

Rick Murphy, part owner and general 
manager of the former Pittsfield Mets/ 
Astros, told the commission that a multi- 

_ year agreement is essential to a team’s 
financial success. 

He said that’s because a team needs 


Baseball 


contract 


outlined 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Parks Commission 
chairman said yesterday that he would support 
a proposed license agreement between the city 
and Berkshire Dukes owner Dan Duquette 
that would bring the New England Collegiate 
Baseball League team to Wahconah Park this 


summer. 


“I know this isn’t going to be a big money 
maker for the city,” Chairman Gene Nadeau 
said. “But my feeling is that as long as it does- 
n’t cost the taxpayers of the city of Pittsfield 


Baseball 
agreement 
outlined 
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for all maintenance costs, upkeep 
expenses, and nonstructural re- 
pairs to the park during the dura- 
tion of the license agreement. 

Duquette can extend his license 
for an additional two years by noti- 
fying the city in writing by Aug. 1. 
The team will also change its name 
‘rom the Berkshire Dukes to the 
Pittsfield Dukes. 


Duquette sought three years 


Ruberto said yesterday that Du- 
quette requested a three-year agree- 
ment because he didn’t feel he 
would be able to establish the 
Dukes as a Pittsfield team under a 


PITTSFIELD — The Madison 


' Avenue Community Crime Watch 


will celebrate “National Night 
Out” with a family night on Tues- 
day, Aug. 2, from 5 to 9 p.m. at 
 wahconah Park. The event will be 


" held rain or shine. 


Activities will include pony rides, 
games, a hula-hoop contest, face 
painting, three-legged race, 4 best 
dressed ’50s contest and more. 

On site will be a race car from 
Lebanon Valley, vendors, police 
command truck, fire truck, Bowey | 
the Clown, a bouncy bounce, Tep- 
tiles and military vehicles. _ 

Oldies music will be provided by 
Chuck Wright and + ffles will be _ 


held. ‘ 
{nformation: Beverly at 442- 


3131 or 499-1474, or e-mail mccw 
15francispl|@nycap-1r-com. 


Another sux... 
The end of winter is a long way 0 


er of baseball 
ff, but Mayor 


at fast decision on Dukes v\\" : 


‘This is a rush to 
judgment again’ 
— Ward 7 Councilor 
Anthony Maffuccio. 


week with the city of Pittsfield, 
then we're going to plan to play in 
Hinsdale,” Duquette said. The 
Dukes played last year at 
Duquette’s Sports Academy in 
Hinsdale. 
_ “The opportunity for our approve ar ‘ 
NECBL team to play in Pittsfield Votice - co ao 
is interesting to us, but at some “My concern is th: thi 
point we have to set sail for this feciing fare minute ‘conune 
year on a marketing plan,” he said. tions wanting us to make a deci- 

Ruberto said he did not antici- sion within five or six hours » 
pate the problems that arose with Persip said. “I made it very clear to. 
the approval of the licensing [the mayor] that this bothers me.” 
agreement yesterday after he  Filpisaid he wasn’t as concerned 
spoke on Valenti’ radio show. with the mayor having brought the 

No,.I did not expect them at license agreement forward on such 

all,” Ruberto said. “I didn’t expect short notice as he was with having 
people to be concerned about the . to approve an agreement so quick- 
decision. I expected that this ly after the board’s license with 
would be accepted because it was Wahconah Park Inc. to bring a 
the conclusion of a negotiation.” . professional baseball team to 

The mayor said last night that Pittsfield fell apart six months 
the city has reached an agreement after it was approved last year. 
in principle with Duquette to have © “We were told that it was the 


Ruberto’s signing of a two-year ¢ 
the Pittsfield Dukes of the New England 


| egiate Baseball League offers promising 
| ie of summer. The team had a poor record 
last summer, but city and county residents 
turned out in impressive numbers, further a 
mony to the Berkshires’ long love affair with the 
summer game. That affair will continue cour- | 


tesy of the Collegians. +3 \o ‘ 


time to develop and implement a market- 
ing strategy and “establish a brand.” 


Avoiding ‘misunderstandings’ 


Ruberto also noted last night that the 
chairman of the Parks Commission, Eu- 
gene Nadeau, was not present at the 
meeting because of illness. He said that — 
he would prefer to see the final agree- 
ment considered by the full commission. 

About an hour before last night’s Parks 
Commission meeting, Ruberto emerged 
from his City Hall office and told a gath- 
ering of city councilors in the hallway that 
he expected the commission to vote 
against the deal with Duquette. 


He said that Nadeau’s absence meant _- 
Ls [98 
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license of shorter duration. 

Under a shorter license agree- 
ment, Ruberto said, Duquette 
would have been willing to play 
only a few games at Wahconah 
Park, instead of moving the whole 
schedule to Pittsfield. 

The proposed license agreement 
was drawn up Tuesday, a few hours 


anything to bring baseball to the city, I would 
support it.” ; 
According to Mayor James M. Ruberto, the 
city and Duquette have reached an agreement 
| 4n principle that would bring the Dukes from the 
Duquette Sports Academy in Hinsdale, where 
it played last season, to Pittsfield for three © 
years. There is also an option for two addition- 


al years. 
Parks board to meet Monday before the Parks Commission’s 
regularly scheduled meeting that 


The deal is contingent on the Parks Commis- | night. 
sion’s approval. The Parks ‘Commission main- . 
tains the city’s parks, including historic Wah- 
conah Park. The board has scheduled a special 
meeting for Monday to vote on the agreement. 

Under the terms of the proposed deal, the 
Dukes will pay the city an annual fee of 
$10,000, plus a rental fee of $300 per game, to 
play 25 games each year at Wahconah Park 
during the 2005, 2006 and 2007 seasons. 

“Ty this lease, Wah-conah Park will be con- 
trolled by the city,” Ru-berto said. “No taxpay- 
er dollars are going to be spent to subsidize 
Dan Duquette’s operation. The license agree- 
ment contains all the anticipated and required 


‘he Dukes play in Pittsfield next greatest thing since sliced bread,” 
year, contingent on the Parks Filpi said, referring to the board’s 
Commission’s approval of a approval of the license with 
license agreement. The Parks Wahconah Park Inc., the South 
Commission maintains Pittsfield County partnership that included 
parks, including Wahconah Park, former major-leaguer Jim Bouton, - 
on the city’s behalf. : “If we can go on a national 
Ruberto and Duquette have Search for a cultural commissioner 
been talking about the possibility and a superintendent of schools, 
of having the Dukes play at Why not go out and do the same 
Wahconah Park since November, thing to put a team in the park?” 
The mayor said last night that Fulpisaid. — ig 
Duquette and City Solicitor “I will not support any proposal 
Christopher Speranzo have been UNless it goes out for a request to 
working on the license agreement bid,” he said. Hts 
for the past week. _ Ward 7 Councilor Anthony 
-Ruberto said on the radio that i¢ Maffuccio, whose district includes 
the Dukes come to Pittsfield this Wahconah Park, told the board 
sumninen, they Would plays eames’ that he found out the license 
at Wahconah Park as the Pittsfield 28ement might be approved last 
Dukes. Teams in the NECBL play night when he heard Ruberto’s 
21 regular season home games in Comments on the radio yesterday 
addition to playoff contests. But TOTS. a 
Duquette has indicated in the past eee weereo judeaicg) 
that he may also try to play some again,” Maffuccio said. “I have 


Ruberto had said earlier in the 
day that the board would consider 
the license agreement that night. 
But shortly before the meeting 
yegan, Ruberto sent a letter to the 
commission asking it to schedule a 
special meeting for Monday to 
allow the board’s five members 

‘more time to assess the agreement 
before voting. 

Nadeau said the majority of the 
board’s five members did not 


receive a copy of the proposed calle 
exhibition games in Pittsfield. 


operating costs he has in playing 25 baseball . 


games [each year].” 


The annual fee and per-game rental fee paid 
by Duquette will be used to defray Pittsfield’s 


license agreement until Tuesday 
afternoon. 

“The real reason we didn’t act 
on it that day is because we got a 


‘ call from the mayor at 6 o’clock 


- some concerns about why every- 
CNEL 


Parks Commissioners Michael P. thing has to be done so quickly.” | 


Filpi and Eleanor Persip both 


Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 


expressed concerns last night that at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.« 
the board was being asked to orat (413) 496-6224. in, ute 


costs associated with the field as well as facility 
maintenance and improvement, the agreement 
states. The city of Pittsfield will be responsible 
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[one hour before the meeting’ 
began] saying that [City Solicitor] | 
Christopher Speranzo and Dan . 


Duquette were still in negotia- The Pittsfield Gazette April 21, 2005 


“Highlights of 
;  Wahconah Park 


WH The city will be responsible 


upkeep and nonstructural repairs to W I 

Park, including lighting. The city must als 

any necessary structural repairs to jd 
ing the course of the agreement. yj i ) 


Wahconah Park added to registry 


Berkshire Eagle 

PITTSFIELD — Wahconah 
Park, a longtime magnet for minor 
league baseball fans in the Berk- 
shires, has been placed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places, officials said Thursday. 

The federal designation makes 
the 113-year-old ballpark eligible 
for up to $100,000 in state preser- 
vation funds, as well as for federal 
preservation grants, according to 
a statement released by former 
City Counselor Joseph O. Guzzo. 

The National Register, which is 
maintained by the National Park 





first proposed pursuing the land- 
mark status about four years ago. 

The project cleared a major hur- 
dle in June, when the state His- 
torical Commission requested that 
Wahconah Park be placed on the 
registry. 

The 3,100-seat park has been 
home to 11 professional teams 
since its construction. Most re- 
cently, the Pittsfield Dukes of the 
New England Collegiate Baseball 
League completed their first sea- 
son as the park's home team. 

The entire 18.2-acre site and its , 


tions,” Nadeau said yesterday. 

Nadeau said yesterday that he 
wasn’t sure the proposed agree- 
ment given to the Parks Com- 
mission earlier this week would 
not be changed before the board 
meets again Monday night. 


No basic changes likely 


But both Duquette and Ruberto 
said yesterday that if any changes 
are made between now and then, 
they would not affect the basic 
substance of the agreement. 


«Tf there’s any tinkering it would 


be modest,” Ruberto said. “The 


substance of the deal is established 
in that lease.” 

In a telephone interview, Du- 
quette said yesterday that he had 
not spoke to Speranzo since 
Monday. Although he has not 
seen the proposed license agree- 
ment since,it was drawn up, jDu- 


quette said he also didynot expect 

that any significant cha Duld 

be made. ) ; 
“Thé terms of the@eab are sub: 


stantially comple e,’ Duquette 
said yesterday. 


Dylan and Nelson will perform at — 


Wahconah 


Summer 2005 will kick off with 
a blockbuster concert at Wahconah 
Park. 

Bob Dylan and Willie Nelson will 
perform at the city-owned ballpark 
on Thursday, June 23. 


Par 
A\\ 


“It speaks to what's happening [i 


in Pittsfield,” said Mayor James Ru- 
berto, who announced the concert 
during a Tuesday morning press 
conference outside the park. 


The mayor noted that the special | 
announcement may have been “the 


worst kept secret in Pittsfield.” 


The concert was announced on | 


=e Bob Dylan Show web site last 
week, reported on Albany televi- 
sion stations two days before the 
press conference and was the lead 
story in Tuesday’s edition of The 
Berkshire Eagle. 

The early release of the information 
didn’t faze the beaming mayor, who 
said “this is becoming one heck of an 
active community.” : 

The June 23 performance is part of 
atour of minor league baseball parks, 
mimicking a similar tour Dylan head- 
lined last year. 

The local presentation will be 
promoted by Berkshire Music Glen 
Productions, owned by Gene and 
Lissa Fein. The couple promoted 
four concerts last summer, three at 
the Bousquet ski area and one at the 
First United Methodist Church. 

“They were at Bousquet last year 
and that was kind of like the set up,” 
said Ruberto. “Now we come to the 


Concert promoter Gene Fein points out where a stage will be set 
up at Wahconah Park for a June 23 performance by Bob Dylan and 


Willie Nelson. 

the June 23 date earlier this year with 
the parks commissionin hopes of be- 
ing included in the tour. - 

Seating for the 6:30 p.m. outdoor 
concert will be general admission, 
with lawn seating for those not lo- 
cated in the grandstand or bleachers. 
Gates will open at 5:30 p.m. 

Tickets — which will go.onsale Sat- 
urday — will cost $49.50 plus service 
fees. Tickets will be available through 
Ticketmaster and Wood Brothers at 


on June 23_ 


ee 


Fein said he hopes his company 


will sponsor additional Wahconah — 


Park concerts. 
Parks commission chairma 
Gene Nadeau said that Fein still 


‘must present a safety plan for the 


June 23 event. 


A fee for use of the park has not | 


yet been set.. 


- During his initial presentation be- | 
fore the parks commission, Fein said _ 


he would incorporate community — 
outreach and involvementifallowed— 
to use Wahconah Park for concerts. | 


On Tuesday, he said the specifics of © 


Spee lg Sees facilities are covered under the 
and objects that are considered to pore tones eae eee 
_ be historical landmarks or cultur- eu 


big stage.” the Allendale Shopping Center. 
Gene FeinsaidthatDylan’smanag- _A total of 7,500 tickets will be sold. 
ers contacted him with the idea of a Achildunderage 12canbeadmitted 


ally important. 

Guzzo was among several cur- 
rent and former Pittsfield officials 
who comprised a committee 
formed in August 2002 to repre- 
sent the city in the application 
process. The ex-counselor had 


No one answered the phone at a 
number listed in Guzzo's name 
yesterday. 

A spokesman from the National 
Park Service did not return a mes- 
sage seeking comment f\ = \ \ 

— Rich Azzopardi ~ 


Pittsfield appearance. Fein reserved 


free with each adult ticket holder. 


that “are to be determined.” 


Fife 
‘ 
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lic stations for broadcast, screened in 

area theaters, sent to film festivals and 

made available through DVD sales. 

-| Final copies of the film and all original 

«| digital media from the project will be 

permanently entrusted to the Berkshire 
Athenaeum. 

Support for the project has come from 
the Berkshire Bank Foundation and the 
High Meadow Foundation. The produc- 

ers are continuing to seek additional 
' contributions through grants, founda- 
tions and tax deductible donations. 

‘Cash contributions can be sent to the 
Berkshire Athenaeum, 1 Wendell 
Avenue, Pittsfield, MA, 01201. Mark the 
envelope: Attn: Wahconah Park Doc- 
umentary. 

Sinopoli added that the producers also 
welcome contributions of personal sto- 
ries and artifacts in connection with 
Wahconah Park. 

For additional information about the 
Wahconah Park documentary, go to the 
Web site www.wahconahparkdiamond 

_| intherough.com. 
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Michael Sinopoli, 


Wahconah Park f ilm 
to cover all the bases 


Photo by Nicholas DeCandia 


left, and Mati Kiim hope to complete their film by the end of the year. 


‘Vintage 


By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


he said. ? : oe 
Included on the interview list is 


PITTSFIELD — The history former Pittsfield Mayor Robert 


and controversy of Wahconah. T. Capeless, 
Park will be captured in a one- 
hour documentary currently be- 
ing filmed by two local filmmak- 


ers. ; 
“There is just so much 


and so many stories to tell,” said rigit 
Michael Sinopoli of Lee, who was built i 
played baseball at Wahe 


~ Park as a youngster. 


Sinopoli and his co-producer 


Mati Kiim of West ee eta began at noon, with double- 


are working in conjunctio 


the Berkshire Athenaeum t 


current Mayor 
James Ruberto, former Pittsfield 
High and Texas Ranger star Tom 
Grieve, residents Eleanor Persip, 
Robert Boland and - Charles 


history Garavaltis, said Sinopoli. 


The original Wahconah Park 
n 1892 and then 


onah expanded in the early part of the 


20th century. It was constructed 
facing in a westerly direction 
because baseball games of that 


o headers starting at 11 a.m. Thus, 
there was never an issue of play- 


~ baseball 


returning 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — Although the Pittsfield Hillies 
have disbanded, local baseball historian David Potts 
is forming another vintage baseball team that will 
play at least two games at Wahconah Park this sum- 
mer. 
Although Potts said yesterday that plans for his 
team, known as the Pittsfield Elms, are “still in the 


make “Wahconah Park: Dia- 
mond in the Rough.” : 

The two men began the project 
in March 2004, Sinopoli said he 
and Kiim will continue to con- 
duct interviews through the sum- 
mer and hope to complete t 
project and release it to. the pub- 
lic by the end of this year. 


septs eet Stengel pl 
Sinopoli said the duo have _ he Sox greats S 


Rico Petrocelli, Bill. Lee 
George Scott. . 
The documenta 


already interviewed fans, local’ mer 
citizens and local and national 
public figures in their effort to 
preserve the legacy of Wahconah 


ers trying to bat 
However, wit 


will be 


facing the sun. 
h the advent of 
night baseball, Wahconah Park’s 
westerly view created “sun 
lays” as the sun set behind 
ield fence. 
. ae venue has also seen Hall- 
of-Famers Lou Gehrig and Casey 
ay here, as well as for- 


parky Lyle, 


fledgling stages,” his squad 
has received permission 
from the Parks Commis- 
sion to play games at Wah- 
Be conah Park against the 
ihe Simsbury (Conn.) Tavern- 
eers on July 2 and the 
Hartford (Conn.) Senators 
on Aug. 28. Potts said 
plans call for a food court 
to be in place at both 
games. 

The Elms are also sched- 
uled to play the Taverneers 


and 


sub- 


Park. 


“Tt just seemed like the right 
time to do this kind of project, 


Sellout expected for 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Want to buy tickets 
for June’s Bob Dylan/Willie Nelson con- 
cert at Wahconah Park when they go on 
sale tomorrow? Better get to the three 
local ticket outlets early. 

That’s the advice given by the operators 
of the local outlets: Wood Bros. Music in 
the Allendale Shopping Center, Coconuts 
at the Berkshire Crossing plaza at 555 
Hubbard Ave. and Filene’s at the 
Berkshire Mall in Lanesboro. Wood Bros. 
has between 400 and 500 tickets available 
for cash only. Coconuts and Filene’s have 
Ticketmaster outlets. Tickets go on sale at 
all three venues at 10 a.m. 

All tickets are general admission and 
cost $49.50 each. A total of 7,500 tickets 
will be sold. Wahconah Park’s seating 
capacity is currently around 3,300, accord- 
ing to people with long-standing knowl- 
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Uy 


edge of the facility. But those who pur- 
chase tickets can also sit or stand on the 
field. 

The concert is scheduled to take place 
Thursday, June 23, at 6:30 pm. The 
Greencards, a bluegrass band from 
Austin, Texas, is scheduled to open the 
show. 


mitted to ml aie oe is 


oon 


in Simsbury on June 11 
and the Senators during a 
tournament in Glaston- 
bury, Conn., on June 19, 
Potts said. 

The Berkshire Dukes 
were also interested in us- 
ing Wahconah Park on July 
2. as one of the 12 “addi- 
tional dates” that the New 
England Collegiate Base- 
ball League franchise is 
allowed to use the park as 
part of its license agreement with the Parks Com- 
mission. But the Dukes have agreed to let the Elms 
use the park on that date. 

Potts said he is currently putting the finances in 
place to run the Elms, who are named after a baseball 

"team that played in Pittsfield between 1862 and 1892. 
But finding players hasn’t been a problem, because 
the majority of the players on last year’s Hillies roster 
have expressed an interest in playing for the Elms. 

“It is a lot of the same players,” Potts said. “Last 
year, they had 28 players, but we’re not going to carry 
‘a roster of that size. We’re going to try and carry 20. 
Right now, 15 of the former players have said OK and 
are on board.” 


Potts’ ila no o gia former St. 
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an show 


hit with the 
fans last year: 
— David Potts, 
local baseball 
historian 


Wood Bros. is open until 5 p.m. tomor- . 


row, but the store’s owner, Brian Kellogg, 
said his ticket allotment should be long 
gone by then. There will be a four-ticket 
limit for each person, he said. 

“Based on the amount of calls I’m get- 
ting, I think we’ll be sold out in one hour,” 
Kellogg said. “I don’t know if anybody’s in 
the mood to sleep out, but they’ve done so 
in the past. ... I'll be surprised if we don’t 
have at least 100 people waiting at 9 
o’clock.” 
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Vintage baseball team 
to play at Wahconah Park 


VINTAGE from B1 


Joseph’s boys’ basketball coach 
Paul Procopio, who will manage 
the Elms, said the squad does have 
a sponsor to help pay for ‘expens- 
es.. 

“We have time,” Procopio said. 

The Hillies, who were organized 
and run by former Yankees pitch- 
er Jim Bouton of North Egremont 
and Donald B. “Chip” Elitzer of 
Great Barrington, played the Sen- 
ators three times last year, includ- 
ing twice at Wahconah Park. The 
Hillies game with the Senators on 
July 4 drew around 5,000 fans to 
Wahconah Park and was broadcast 
live nationally on ESPN Classic. 

“Tt was obvious that it was a big 
hit with the fans last year,” Potts 
said. “I never heard anything neg- 
ative about it. It seemed like peo- 

le in Pittsfield really loved it. It 
vould’ve been a shame not to con- 
inue it.” 

Bouton and Elitzer disbanded 
he Hillies in October when they 
vithdrew their plans to renovate 
Nahconah Park and bring an inde- 
yendent professional baseball 
eague team back to the city fol- 
owing a controversy over whether 
the project should be subject to 
the state’s public bidding laws. 

“(Bouton collected all the uni- 
forms and said he wasn’t doing it. 
That was my understanding,” Pro- 
copio said. “We still wanted to 
play.” : 

Bouton has filed an application 
with the U.S. Patent and Trade- 
mark Office to trademark the 
Hillies name. Last month, the for- 
mer major-leaguer said that he 
had no current plans for the 
Hillies to play any additional 
games. 

After the Hillies disbanded, 
Procopio said Potts approached 


him over the winter and asked him 
if he was interested in managing 
the team. 

“We’re all excited about it,” 
Procopio said. He will manage the 
Elms with former Hillies coaches 
Joe Zavatarro, Bob Moynihan, 
Tony Ferdyn and Ed “Itch” Mc- 
Mahon. 

“We all had a ball doing it [last 
year], Procopio said. “It’s a game 
that really changes quickly. 
There’s a lot of strategy.” 


Conflicting rules 


The games between the Hillies 
and the Senators were played 
under the rules that governed 
baseball in 1886. Potts said he had 
trouble finding teams that wanted 
to play the Elms because the ma- 
jority of vintage baseball league 
squads in the Northeast play un- 
der the rules that governed base- 
ball in the 1860s. 

“They play without gloves and 
with underhanded pitching,” Potts 
said. “Our fellows. didn’t want to 
play by those rules.” 

Potts said the Taverneers and 
Senators agreed to come to Wah- 
conah Park as long as the Elms 
agreed to play “reciprocal games” 
in Connecticut. 

Potts, who is friendly with Bou- 
ton and Elitzer, said they made a 
significant profit on the two 
Hillies’ games that were played at 
Wahconah Park last year. Tickets 
for those games cost up to $20. 

“There will be no $20 tickets 
this year,” said Potts, who has 
lower financial expectations for 
the Elms. 

“This is not-for-profit,” he 


added. “If we make,our expenses, 
we'll be happy.” , | a” 

Tony Dobrowolski e reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.- 
com or at (413) 496-6224. 





Wahconah Park: 


Bob Dylan and baseball 
mark summer season 


8] Pittsfield’s Wahconah Park hit for 

the cycle in 2005, with the return of 
baseball, appearances by musicians Bob 
Dylan and Willie Nelson, and word that 
it had secured a spot on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The Pittsfield Dukes, owned by former 
Boston Red Sox general manager Dan 
Duquette, played their inaugural season 
at Wahconah Park with two dozen games 
Poa Ral England Collegiate Baseball 
: Other than youth baseball and exhibi- 
tion games of vintage baseball, it was the 
first time the 113-year-old park had host- 
ed Organized baseball since the Berk- 

shire Black. Bears left in 2003. The 
oe ate signed a new deal with 
shield that will kee 
for two more seasons. oe 
The best-attended event of the’ year 
though, had nothing to do with baseball. 
Dylan and Nelson played to an audience 
estimated at 10,000 in June. The concert, 
organized by Gene Fein of Berkshire 
Glen Productions, was described as an 
Overwhelming success by Mayor James 
Me Ruberto and city officials, and Fein 
ie ae wu will look to bring more acts to 
In August, officials learned t - 
conah had been placed on the ee 
Register of Historic Places, a long-sought 
designation that will make the park eligi- 
ble for up to $100,000 in state preserva- 
tion funds as well as for federal grants. 
Ruberto said the city’s first step would 
be to look for grant funding to improve 
the parking lot, which is unpaved and 
frequently floods, and to make the near- 
by Housatonic River more visible and 


accessible from the roperty. 
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Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


From left, promoters Lisa Willey-Fein and Gene Fein and Pittsfield 
Mayor James M. Ruberto on Tuesday afternoon announce details 
about the Bob Dylan-Willie Nelson concert coming to Wahconah Park in 


Pittsfield in June. 


Tickets on sale tomorrow 


TICKETS from B4 


At Coconuts, manager Brian 
Cease said that if three or more 
people are in line at the store wait- 
ing to purchase tickets by 9:30 
a.m., Ticketmaster requires that a 
numerical lottery take place. 
Everyone will be allowed into the 
store in numerical order to pur- 
chase tickets. As of yesterday, 
Cease said Ticketmaster had not 
set a limit for the number of tick- 
ets that each person would be 
allowed to purchase. 

A lottery will also be held at 
Filene’s, store spokeswoman Pat 
McAvoy said. 

“It will be a random distribu- 
tion, so the first person doesn’t 
always get the first ticket,” she 
said. 

Unlike Wood Bros., Coconuts 
and Filene’s do not have a set 
number of tickets to sell. But 
Cease said he expects Ticket- 
master’s allotment will probably 
sell quickly because of the small 
number of total tickets that are 
available to see performers of 
Dylan and Nelson’s magnitude. 


Ticketmaster will sell tickets to the 
Wahconah Park show only in New 
England and New York, Cease 
said. 


Additional charges 


Those who purchase tickets 
through Ticketmaster will be re- 
quired to pay an additional $4.70 
per ticket if they pay in cash, or 
$6.95 per ticket if they use a credit 
card. No service charge will be 
assessed on tickets sold at Wood 
Bros. 

Tickets can also be purchased by 
calling Ticketmaster at (413) 733- 
2500 or on the Internet at 
Ticketmaster.com. 

Tickets for 11 other shows on 
the Dylan/Nelson tour of minor 
league: ballparks besides Wah- 
conah Park will also go on sale 
tomorrow through Ticketmaster. 
Tickets go on sale April 30 for 
Dylan and Nelson’s only other 
New England appearance, on 
June 21 in Norwich, Conn. 


Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.- 
com or at (413) 496-6224. 





Eagle file photos 


Above: A maintenance crew worker paints the grandstand seats blue at Wahconah Park in 2002 before the arrival of the Berkshire Black Bears baseball 
team, which left after two seasons. Top: A new wooden sign is put up at the park before last year’s vintage baseball game televised on ESPN. 


Ballpark to be considered for National Register list 


LUSTY ‘ 


Wahconah Park to be 


WAHCONAH from Bi 


has asked the board to consider a 
three-year deal that also has an 
additional two-year option that 
the Dukes can exercise. 

An advocate for Wahconah’s 
historical status, Potts stated in 
aseries of e-mails to The Eagle 
that the agreement currently un- 
der review would eliminate any 
possibility of attracting another 
minor league team to Wahconah 
Park in the near future 


' “From an economic standpoint, 


it would be foolish for Pittsfield to 
eliminate any possibility of explor- 
ing the minor league market right 
through the year 2009,” Potts 
wrote. “It’s no secret that the col- 
legiate league can’t afford the 
more lucrative licensing fees that 
can be negotiated with minor 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The state Histori- 
cal Commission’s review board will 
meet June 8 to consider whether to 
recommend to the National Park 
Service that Wahconah Park be in- 
cluded on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

The National Register is the na- 
tion’s official list of buildings, dis- 
tricts, sites, structures and objects 
important in American history, cul- 
ture, architecture or archaeology. It is 
administered in Massachusetts 
through the state Historical Commis- 
sion on the Park Service’s behalf. 


Preservation grants 
If Pittsfield’s historic ballpark is ac- 


- cepted for inclusion on the National 


Register, it would be eligible for up to 
$100,000 in state preservation grant 
funding, Historical Commission 
spokesman Brian McNiff said yester- 
day. 

The state grant, which would have 
to be matched by the city, could be 
used for “anything from planning to 
reconstruction to landscaping,” Mc- 
Niff said. “Anything that would re- 
store or work toward restoring the 


park.” 


—_—— 


league clubs. 

“Tn the event preservation fund- 
ing and tax credits become avail- 
able, well want to keep our 
options open for every matching 
grant dollar that we can put our 
hands on,” Potts wrote. “Locking 
into a [potential] five-year con- 
tract is not keeping our options 
open.” 

Ruberto and Dukes owner Dan 
Duquette have both said that a 
license agreement of fewer than 
three years would be unaccept- 
able. The mayor said last week 
that without a three-year lease, 
Duquette would only be willing to 
have the Dukes play some games 
at Wahconah Park this summer, 
not move the team here. — 


“What we need to recognize in 


the universe of potential leagues is 
that there are only two leagues 


Maes ia i 


McNiff said the state Legislature 
usually awards preservation grants to 
properties about a year after they are 


placed on the National Register. 

The amount of funding depends on 
how much is available at the time the 
Legislature receives the application, 
MeNiff said. “Usually, we have more 
applicants than grants,” he said. 

Tax incentives are also available for 
National Register properties, but only 
for those that are privately owned, 
MeNiff said. That would exclude 
Wahconah Park, which is owned by 
the city of Pittsfield. 

If the Historical Commission’s re- 
view board recommends Wahconah 
for inclusion on the National Regis- 
ter, the federal government’s ap- 
proval could come less than two 
months later, “in 45 days or so,” Mc- 
Niff said. 

“Generally speaking, they accept 
the recommendations of the commis- 
sion,” McNiff said. 

Baseball has been played at the 
Wahconah Park site since 1892. 

With Wahconah near possible in- 
clusion on the National Register, for- 
mer mayoral candidate David Potts of 
Pittsfield has urged the Parks Com- 
mission to approve only a one- or 
two-year license agreement, renew- 
able at the city’s option, to bring the 
New England Collegiate Baseball 
League’s Berkshire Dukes to Wah- 

ark. Mayor James M. Ruberto 


conah 
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Dukes sign 
deal to come 
to Wahconah 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — After more 
stops and starts over the last 12 
months than.a balky car engine on 
a cold winter day, baseball official- 
ly returned to historic Wahconah 
Park yesterday when the Pittsfield 
Dukes of the New England Collegi- 
ate Baseball League were formally 
introduced to the public. 

The deal returns organized base- 
ball to Wahconah Park for the first 
time since 2003. Last summer was 
the first time in 20 years that Pitts- 
field’s historic ballpark did not 
have a baseball tenant. 


Hopes for the long term 


The team, known as the Berk- 


long last, play ball! 


hy lose 


shire Dukes when it played in { 


Hinsdale last year, has signed only 
a one-year license agreement with 
the Parks Commission to use Wah- 
conah Park. But Dukes President 
Dan Duquette said he believes the 
quality of play in the. NECBL, one 
of the top summer collegiate base- 
ball leagues in the country, will 
draw enough fans to keep the 
Dukes in Pittsfield past the 2005 
season. 

“We hope this will be a long- 
term relationship with the city of 
Pittsfield,” Duquette said during a 
news conference yesterday at City 
Hall, where the agreement was for- 
mally signed. “We felt confident in 
our product, and that once the city 
saw the caliber of the league that 
they would embrace it and invite us 
into their community for many 
years. 

“This is a terrific league,” Du- 
quette said of the NECBL, which 
has 13 teams, including the North 
Adams SteepleCats, that play in all 
six New England states. 

He said more than 100 former 
NECBL players were chosen by 
major league baseball teams in the 
2004 amateur draft last June. One 
NECBL player, pitcher .Chris 
Jackson, was picked 19th overall by 


On the Web: www.BerkshireEagle.com ac 


Dukes sign 
deal to play 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Dan Duquette, right, announces yesterday that the Pittsfield Dukes will play at Wahconah Park next summer, as 
Mayor James Ruberto, left, and the Dukes’ chief operating officer, Rick Murphy, listen. 


the St. Louis Cardinals. 

The Dukes, who moved to the 
Dan Duquette Sports Academy in 
Hinsdale from Willimantic, Conn., 
in 2003, finished fifth in the 
NECBUs six-team Southern Divi- 
sion last year. 


More fans expected 


The Dukes drew better on the 
road than at home in 2004, playing 
before an average of 387 fans for 
21 home games and an average of 
900 fans during their 21 road con- 
tests, according to NECBL figures. 

Duquette said yesterday that he 
hopes to double the Dukes’ aver- 
age home attendance this year with 
the team playing in much larger 
Wahconah Park. The SteepleCats 
drew an average of 850 fans to 
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at Wahconah 


DUKES from Ai 


much smaller Joe Wolfe Field the 
first year they played in North 


Adams in 2002. 


“Our expectation is that hope- 
fully we can average around 800 
[fans] per game,” Duquette said. 

NECBL teams each play 42 reg- 
ular-season games in June and 
July. The league’s playoffs, which 
are two best-of-three rounds, take 


place in August. 


The Dukes’ first game at Wah- 


that are willing to play here,” Ru- 
berto said. “One is the Canadian- 
American League, the other is the 
intercollegiate league.” 


Can-Am picks Worcester 


The Canadian-American League, 
formerly known as the Northeast 
League, was interested in adding 
Pittsfield as its eighth team for the 
2005 season mainly because of 
plans to renovate Wahconah Park. 
The interest waned after a South 
County partnership that included 
former major leaguer Jim Bouton 
withdrew its plans in October. 

On Monday, the Can-Am 
League announced that it had 
granted a franchise to Worcester 
to serve as the league’s eighth 
team this year. 

Some people have lobbied for 
collegiate league baseball at Wah- 


considered for historic status 


conah for a while. In 2003, Marvin 
Goldklang, a former part-owner of 
the Pittsfield Cubs, told The Eagle 
that he felt collegiate league base- 
ball would be a good fit for 
Wahconah Park. 

“The bottom line is that, while a 
short-season affiliated. franchise 
[ic., a New York Penn League 
baseball team] could make it 
financially, the facility would not 
be acceptable to a major league 
organization [looking to place a 
farm team],” Goldklang wrote. 

«__. My view is that a solid brand 
of summer collegiate baseball 
could and would sudceed at Wah- 


Tony wolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.cor 
or at (413) 496-6224. 
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conah Park will be an exhibition 
contest. against the Holyoke 

Giants on June 6. The Dukes’ reg- 
ular season home opener will take 
place June 8 against the Torring- 
ton (Conn.) Twisters. 

In welcoming the Dukes to 
Pittsfield, Mayor James M. Ruber- 
to said he envisions the team 
becoming an integral part of the 
community. 

“Dan Duquette is trying to in- 
corporate that into everything he 
does,” the mayor said. 

Referring to a poster of the 
team’s new logo, which was on dis- 
play yesterday, Ruberto said, “It 
truly means that we’re going to 
have baseball at Wahconah Park 
that’s exciting, incredibly enter- 
taining, and most importantly, 
community focused.” : 

_Changing the team’s name to 
the Pittsfield Dukes is stipulated 
in the license agreement. 

“It’s Pittsfield’s team,” Duquette 
said, “and the mayor requested it.” 

The Dukes’ offices are located 
on the sixth floor of the Clock 
Tower Building at 75 South 
Church St. 

Pittsfield native Rick Murphy, 
general manager and part-owner 
of Pittsfield’s former New York- 
Penn League franchise that played 
at Wahconah Park between 1992 
and 2001, has been named the 
Dukes’ chief operating officer. 

“He’s going to be the face of the 
Pittsfield Dukes,” Duquette said. 


General News 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Pittsfield Mayor James Ruberto, right, signs the Pittsfield Dukes’ contract as team owner Dan Duquette, 
center, and Parks Commission Chairman Gene Nadeau look on during a press conference at City Hall. 


“{ have a lot of fond memories 
of Wahconah Park,” said Murphy, 
who will remain part-owner and 
vice president of the New York- 
Penn League’s Tri-City Valley 
Cats, which moved from Pittsfield 
to Troy, N.Y., four years ago. “I 
think we can bring back some of 
those memories, not only opera- 
tionally but talent-wise. 

“As chief operating officer, my 
responsibility is to try and bring 
back some of that excitement and 
the fan base that we had [in 
Pittsfield] when we had __profes- 
sional baseball here,” he said. 

“I know we signed a one-year 
deal. But our hope is that we’re 
going to be here for a long, long 
time.” 

The NECBL first expressed 
interest in Pittsfield in the summer 
of 2001, when the league was one 
of three entities that submitted 


proposals to play at Wahconah 
Park after voters rejected a pro- 
posal to build a new downtown 
stadium. But the NECBL later 
withdrew its plans and decided to 
place a team in North Adams 
instead. 

But it wasn’t until Wahconah 
Park Inc., the South County part- 
nership headed by former major 
league pitcher Jim Bouton, with- 
drew its plans to renovate Pitts- 
field’s ballpark in October that 
interest in the NECBL coming to 
Pittsfield peaked again. 

Duquette, who had expressed 
an interest in having the Dukes 
play some games at Wahconah 


Park last summer, began talking to. 


Ruberto about moving his team to 
Pittsfield in November. But the 
Parks Commission did not ap- 
prove the license agreement until 
Feb. 14. The agreement kept get- 


ting revised, and the board twice 
voted to table the matter to study 
the document more closely. 

In reaction to.the delays, Du- 
quette twice threatened to keep 
the team in Hinsdale for the 2005 
season, but later relented. The 
original agreement drawn up in 
January called for the Dukes to 
come to Pittsfield for three years, 
but was later revised to one year. 

Duquette shook hands with 
Park Commission Chairman Gene 
Nadeau and board member John 
C. Marchesi before the news con- 
ference began. He later thanked 
the Parks Commission, and’ ac- 
knowledged Ruberto for his per- 
sistence in helping to put the deal 
together. 


Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.com 
or at (413) 496-6224. 
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Reflections on Pittsfield’s Dylan/Nelson concert 


By SHARON SMULLEN 
The word spread around town like wildfire: Bob Dylan 


____—-was-coming to historic Wahconah Park in Pittsfield. 


Saying the words Dylan and Pittsfield in the same breath 
seemed surreal. And with Willie Nelson sharing the bill, to 
boot. Either one of them would be an unforgettable experience. 
Together, they offered a night that simply could not be missed. 

In younger days, it was nothing to leap in the car with a 
bunch of friends and drive the 400 miles from Glasgow to 
London to catch Bob Dylan at Wembley Arena, a cavernous 
venue for mega rock concerts by the biggest names in the 
business. This was during the gospel years of the late ’70s, 
all ice cream suits and halleluiah backup singers, and by 
some fluke the ticket gods had sent front block seats up to 
the far reaches of Scotland and into our eager hands. We 
were so close we could reach out and almost touch the stage. 

But this time was different. With two children to take into 
consideration, leaping in the car requires some degree of 
planning. A quick look at the calendar revealed that both 
kids had not one but two special commitments on that very 
date: an early golfing workshop and the final scheduled 
games of their baseball league in the late afternoon. 

A long-held memory from my childhood bounced to the 
surface. At the height of their stardom, the Beatles came to 
Glasgow; and a friend of my parents who had secured tick- 
ets for himself and his daughter generously invited my older 
brother to accompany them. Despite my entreaties, at all of 
six or seven years old I was rightly deemed too young to 
attend this once-in-a-lifetime event. I knew I did not belong 
among the screaming hordes expected that night; yet I felt I 
would have remembered the occasion for the rest of my life 
and appreciated it all the more as I grew older. 

It was clear that the kids would have to go (to the concert 
that is...). It certainly helped that children were to be admit- 
ted free and that adult tickets were quite reasonably priced 
for such a headliner event. But, unlike the carefree days of 
my youth, attending the concert demanded all sorts of logis- 
tical considerations. How to ensure I could get tickets if they 
happened to sell out within minutes (waiting in line at an 
outlet was just not my cup of tea). My knees long ago deter- 
mined that sitting on the ground was a no-no, so a guaran- 
teed seat in the stands was a must. 

And having ever-hungry kids in tow could prove a boon to 
the food concessionaires and a nightmare to my wallet. All 
these things to consider.... 

As it turned out, a little creative determination handled 
most of my concerns. The Ticketmaster strategy of choice 
was to call in a few minutes before the tickets were due to go 
on sale and engage a charming young man from Texas in idle 
conversation until the allotted time, at which point the order 
was speedily processed and the tickets assured. I decided to 
buy a few extras to help any friends who might not have been 
so forward thinking in their concert-going intentions. 

Now I had to deal with the scheduling for the kids. With 
the prospect of the early start, a very active day and pre- 
dictable late night to consider, in bold letters across the date 
on my calendar were scrawled the critical words "AFTER- 


IE ° 
It’s alright, Ma 
NOON NAP." Wishful thinking, perhaps, but worth a try. It 
was agreed that my husband would accompany the kids to 
their baseball games while I stood in line to ensure an early 
entry into the park. 

They would all join me there after the games for the sec- 
ond half of the concert. 

All arrangements seemed in order. 

The big day dawned amid mounting citywide excitement; 
yet I was surprisingly still burdened with one remaining extra 
ticket, despite following numerous leads and making far too 
many last-minute calls. Leaving the kids lounging in the cool 
of their rooms, I set off early for the ballpark, not relishing 
the prospect of having to sell the ticket there. En route I 
stopped at the local gas station to fill up; and a musician 
friend serendipitously pulled in at the pumps behind me. 

"Are you interested in going to see Bob Dylan tonight?" I 
inquired. "I have an extra ticket to sell if you are." Within 
moments the transaction was complete. Some things are 
fated, it seems. 

At the ballpark, I was waved in to a surprisingly conven- 
ient parking place and was greeted by a carnival atmosphere 
of tailgate parties, roadside picnics and good humor in the 
ever-lengthening line. A caravan of television trucks lined 
the route, security barked out frequently contradictory 
instructions concerning backpacks and new friends were 
made among the waiting fans. 

A strapping young police officer in a snazzy mesh ventilat- 
ed summer cap took a moment to chat with an elderly couple 
standing in line. "Well, I gotta go now," he says, pecking the 
woman on the cheek. "Enjoy the concert, Mom, Dad." 

And there it was. The average age of the attendees was 
way above the usual rock concert norm. Except for the 
absence of picnic baskets, the line seemed more the 
Tanglewood sort than the scruffy youths more commonly 
associated with outdoor music events. When the gates final- 
ly opened the line moved forward at an unexpected relaxed 
pace, instead of the anticipated mad dash to secure desired 
seating. I laid claim to some prime grandstand seats on the 
first base line with a great view of both the stage and the 
infield giant video screen, and settled in for the wait. 

There were plenty of friends to greet, concession stands to 
check out, neighbors to get to know. A delightful young 
woman who had come all the way home from Colorado to 
surprise her mother for the weekend graciously lent me her 
cell phone so I could leave messages at home for the family. 

The pierced young man on the field right in front of me 
tantalized our section with the aroma of endless batches of 
delicious spicy shrimp and tofu Pad Thai noodles, courtesy 
of the Black Sheep café in Amherst. A cup of cold beer and 
the evening was moving along just fine. 

The incredibly perky Greencards opened the show, their 
performing greenness showing through as they gushed about 
how beautiful we all looked and how thrilled they were to be 
in Massachusetts (not a mention of the Berkshires to show 


they really knew where they were). Still, their music was a 
fun and lively version of bluegrass that set toes tapping and 
warmed up the still endlessly streaming audience on a per- 
fect midsummer’s evening. 

Then came Willie Nelson hammering out his old favorites 
to the delight of the crowd. In the midst of his act, I took a 
stroll down to the front of the massive stage through an end- 
less sea of people and blankets. I quickly noticed that the 
average age grew considerably younger the closer I got to 
the “action”. It was a completely different world from the 
"Tanglewood set" seated sedately in the stands. Here was 
energy and aliveness, everyone caught up with the closeness 
of the crowd, the intensity of the music and the proximity to 
the performers who engaged them with smiles, gestures and 
personal acknowledgment. I reluctantly returned to my seats 
to await the arrival of my family. 

And I waited.... 

The sun set over the outfield, the lines at the concession 
stands quickly diminished as Bob Dylan, Mr. Zimmerman 
himself, took to the stage with his band. No empty, idle chat- 
ter, just launching straight into a performance polished and 
perfected from decades of touring around the world. The 
fans at the front went wild, while in the stands, the realiza- 
tion dawned that this unrecognizable music was almost 
completely inaccessible, even incomprehensible, to most 
everyone there. After a few numbers where each sounded 
almost exactly like the next, his unique voice matured to a 
mixture of sandpaper and helium, the exodus began, a 
steady stream of older folks leaving the stadium to the front 
row fans. As my neighbor explained: "This is the Berkshires 
— cocktails at three, dinner at six and bed at nine." And so 
it certainly seemed to be. | : 

The rest of my family did arrive eventually after an unex- 
pectedly fraught and drawn out baseball game. My daughter 
immediately wrapped herself in a blanket and fell fast asleep 
on my shoulder. My son took a brief foray into the crowd 
with his dad, but soon returned to hang out with a friend on 
the increasingly vacant stands. The music was all but incon- 
sequential to their experience — their greatest memory of 
the evening will no doubt be playing a midnight game of 
catch with some classmates on the infield as a synchronized 
green-shirted crew performed a skillfully choreographed 
tear-down and packed vast quantities of equipment into 
gleaming red tractor trailers. 

Life priorities change. A happy and contended child takes 
precedence over an experience of a cultural icon and musi- 
cal legend. A comfortable seat becomes more important than 
getting up close and personal enough to catch Willie 
Nelson’s sweaty bandana as he flings it into the crowd. We 
may all jokingly refer to these AARP card-carrying acts as 
"geezer rock", but I was looking in the wrong direction. I 
have seen the geezer and it is me. 

And that’s alright, Ma. 
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New York writer Sharon Smullen successfully combines 
her twin passions of motherhood and the arts. 


Busted at Wahconah for cookies and macaroni salad 


By DEIDRE CONSOLATI 

I went to the Bob Dylan/Willie Nelson concert at 
Wahconah Park in Pittsfield last week, and it was everything 
the promoters promised — and more. 

Three bands appeared and all three mesmerized, particu- 
larly so The Greencards. Out of Australia and "happy to be 
part of the tour," they kicked the evening off with high-qual- 
ity fiddling and mandolin plucking. 

In fact, Grahm Sturz of Pittsfield, a local musician who 
plays the Lion’s Den in Stockbridge on Saturday evenings, 
was taken by their music — bluegrass — preferring it, he 
said, to that of the two icons. 


He likened The Greencards to other young bluegrass phe- 


noms such as Nickel Creek, and was’most impressed by the 
backbeat they created without the use of drums. 

After the concert we compared notes. Willie’s set was 
completely charming and didn’t he look fit? But we fretted 
over Dylan. Not that his control over this recent tour had 
diminished, in fact it was evident that it had been carefully 
conceived down to the black dress of the musicians and the 
one white touch, his cowboy hat. But where had his physical 
health gone? A comparison between the two was inevitable. 
Nelson: tanned, muscular and going strong in his 70s. Dylan: 
wan, fatigued and looking older than his 64 years. 

We noticed more. Although Dylan sat in front of his key- 
board he didn’t seem to be playing, nor did the sound of a 
keyboard come over the system. Further, he did not play the 


guitar nor was there one set up for him nearby. Yet his vocal 
emphases were richer than ever, and so were his renditions 
of the old favorites. His band played awesomely tight and he 
appeared to lean heavily on his lead guitarist who stood on 
his left side throughout the evening. Deborah Dichtman of 
Red Rock, N.Y., who helped organize our party, theorized 
that the scourge of arthritis had caught up with him. 


Walkabout 


An evening that ended up with a bang started out with a 
whimper. The downer came before the program started. All 
concertgoers were forced to submit to a bag search for food 
and beverages by a security team hired for that purpose 
before they were allowed to enter the stadium. But the inves- 
tigation did not concern alcohol or reefer or any other of 
those nefarious substances that our government is so keen to 
spare us from. Nor was it about firearms, knives, box cutters 
or other cursed objects that absorb our present administra- 
tion to the point of grave paranoia. 

No, it was about plain old sandwiches and cookies and 
lemonade. Either fork them over or leave the premises. In 
line with us was Jerry Martin of Great Barrington. He was 
given a very strange order: he was told by the security guard 
to either drink up the last drops of coffee in his (very own 
personal) container or it would be removed from him, never 
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to be seen again. He downed the brew. 

The guard looked sheepish while Jerry protested, but she 
pressed on with the probe. Luckily his chocolate-orange 
cookies from Finland went undiscovered. Meanwhile the 
rest of our party scooted past. Jerry had provided the need- 
ed diversion. Yes, readers, I am admitting here that for the 
sake of six tuna sandwiches, I broke the law. And so I sit 
wondering, will I be receiving a knock on my door and a 
summons to appear before the Wahconah Park Busters of 
Deviled Eggs? Will my partner in crime, Susan Wissler of 
Red Rock N.Y., have to use her attorney’s skills to defend us 
on a charge of dealing in illegal mocha candies? 

All food and drink was taken that night. But it wasn’t 
done in the name of "drug" control. It had to do with money. 
Tell me, do you believe it was right thinking to deny a per- 
son access to his or her own supply of water so that conces- 
sionaires could make an extra dollar selling bottled 
Aquafina? At best, the action forced concertgoers to 





CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 > 





CARVED HOUSE SIGNS ¢ REAL ESTATE SIGNS 
VEHICLE LETTERING ¢ VINYL GRAPHICS 
EXTERIOR WOOD SIGNS « DIGITAL PRINTING 
MAGNETIC SIGNS - WINDOW LETTERING 
CONTRACTOR SIGNAGE « BANNERS 
DIMENSIONAL LETTERS ° A-FRAMES 


Mention this ad and get 10% off your first purchase. 


518-677-2660 800-330-2280 


| Gathering memories at a gran | old bal 


By SHARON SMULLEN 


Editor’s note: While this article pays trib- 
ute to the Pittsfield Dukes, families and base- 
_ ball fans in North County obviously have 
their own treasure in the North Adams 
SteepleCats. The Advocate ran a front-page 
| story featuring the ’Cats and the team’s effect 
| on the community in our June 9 edition. 
Regardless of which team you cheer, ball 
games at Wahconah Park in Pittsfield and at 
Joe Wolfe Field in North Adams are providing 
a different kind of nightlife for families 
throughout the region. 


On a warm summer’s evening, the setting 
sun casts long shadows over the manicured 
grass of the outfield, its shady tentacles 
stretching inexorably towards the pitcher’s 
mound. 

Strapping young men dressed in smart 
white uniforms demonstrate their ball-playing 
skills, ever-hopeful of catching the eye of 
some big-time talent scout lurking on the 
sidelines. In the venerable wooden grand- 
stand; parents patiently explain the intricacies 
of the rulebook to their mostly attentive chil- 
dren, while hungry spectators traverse the 
wooden walkways, arms filled with hot dogs 
and peanuts, soda and beer. 

Eager youngsters crowd the rail, hoping to 
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__-wovar tne growing music 


The Pittsfield Dukes play ball on opening day, June 9. 
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snare a fly ball, snag an autograph or steal a 
treasured hug from furry mascot Duke. At his- 
toric Wahconah Park, the all-too-brief season 
for the Pittsfield Dukes is drawing to a close, 


giving pause to look back on its highlights — 
and forward to the years ahead. ; 
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Young fans lined the Wahconah Park outfield for the July 3 vintage baseball game. Plans for a Labor 
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this point.” 


ments are “a necessary thing to get the first vintage game, nova 
approvals for anything weneed from and Bouton have already spent tions and operations, he said “it 
$160,000 of their own money on the 


e baseball scheduling involves off- 
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1 renovation designs, marketing and ‘ness plan to use the Hillies and vin- 


Theissuearose whentheduocame project. 


before the board seeking authoriza- 


tion to hold a second 2004 vintage penses,” he said. 


baseball game at the 


they are scheduled to take control of includedeve 
next spring after investing at least ‘and balls to th 
$1.5 million in upgrades. 

The firm’s first vintage contest on port the visiting 
July 3 attracted more than 4,700 pay- Wahconah Park, | 
ing customers and aired nationally fora fireworks display, paid for lights 


on ESPN Classic. 


“Ourinitialreactionafterthegame clubs which provided volun 
was ‘wow.,” said Elitzer. 


A schedule of 15 
games featuring the 


is part of Wahconah Park Inc’s busi- 


ness plan for 2005 a 
partnership also pla 


feam. 
- On Monday, the 
thority to hold the 


game and to make certain adjust- 
ments to the facility — such as re- 


moving the modern 


_—as they did for the first contest. 
“We will be promoting the game 


ballpark, which 


“We have had very hefty ex- 


Elitzersaidhe tage baseball to help fund renova- 


would not be prudent” to allow the 
“team to participate in a makeshift 
exhibition. 


“We feel a bit on the defensive,” 


Expenses for the first vintage game said Elitzer, as the discussion contin- 
rything from special bats ued. 

e rental of tents, por- 
table restrooms and a bus to trans- roundabout no,” 
Hartford Senators. Southard is “someone who is near 
nc. also paid $5,000 and dear to the community.” 


Filpi interpreted the remarks as “a 
saying that 


Bouton said that the partnership 


at the park and paid school booster would be honored to participate in _ 


a7 


annual vintage would-be similar expenses, 
Pittsfield Hillies said. 


ns to field an in- 


start-up costs. 
duo-sought au- 


teers. 
“Ror the upcoming event there ily —including through donation of 
Elitzer Hillies memorabilia, if invited. 


While ticket prices for the vintage 
nd beyond. The gameranged from$3 to $20, the part- 
ners say they did not make money, 
dependent minor league baseball because the event involved many 


- “When you mount single games 


other benefits for the Southard fam- 


Elitzer said that perhaps organiz- 
ers of the September 11 Southard 
benefit could operate a concession at 


‘ Wahconah Park Inc.'s vintage game. 


Commission chair Gene Nadeau 
said that making the game.a benefit 
might be wise. “Quite frankly I think 


second vintage orisolated games...you don't getany of the goodwill you would create as 


economies of scale,” he said. 


pitching mound 


While Wahconah Park, Inc. hopes 
“to be an organization that's gener-- up enterprise, we are by no means 
ous to the community,” Elitzer said profitable.” He said that at least 
“we're not in a position financially $15,000 would need to be spent on “a 


anew business in Pittsfield,” he said. 
Elitzer stressed that “ we area start- 


fi ield political game 


Day repeat created a political stir this week. Organizers initially rejected parks commissioners’ 
insistence that a portion of proceeds be allocated toward a longtime city employee's catastrophic 
| medical bills. - ae Sees Fong : 


Vintage game involves politics 
Parks commission applies charitable pressure 


p 


The hardball emotions and politics connected 
to baseball in Pittsfield resurfaced Monday. 
Park commissioners pressured the princi-. 


“We have a different answer for you now, c 
Wahconah Park Inc.’s Chip Elitzer at the end of the 
debate. “We heard you, we heard the passion in 


family of David Southard, a parks decline the suggestion that we use 


“said | 


as we did the last one,” said Elitzer. forthisnow...We'respending money proper” September 3 game. 
“Our objective would be to have an-_ not making money.” “Tf it’s not done in a first class 
other sellout.” Vowing tosupport community or- way,” he said, “then we've lost the 
Commissioner Mike Filpi said ganizations as part of its long-term value of what we're trying to create, 
Wahconah Park, Inc. should donate mission, Elitzer said that right now a premium band-name kind of fran- 
a portion of ticket receipts to aidthe “we would kindly and regretfully chise.” 
Bouton said that the partnership 
employee on long-term disability as some of the proceeds from the ticket has invested time and money to cre- 
he copes with a medical crisis. sales.” ; ate the Hillies brand. “ Anything less 
A benefit for Southard is.already —_Filpi suggested that Wahconah. thana very first-class premiumshow 
scheduled for September 11 at ParkInc. notputonthe September 3 will devalue the Hillies... no mar- 


The Hartford Senators will pitch at Wahconah Park again on Sep- 


pals of Wahconah Park, Inc. to denate a portion... 
of proceeds from a proposed Labor Day vin- 
tage baseball game to benefit the catastrophic 
medical costs of a longtime city employee. 


After more than 90 increasingly tense minutes 
during which they steadfastly declined to make the 
donation, the promoters reversed course andagreed 
to allocate $1 per ticket to the charitable cause; 
commissioners then unanimously authorized the 
September 3 event. : 
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your voice, your respect for this individual.” 
= But Elitzer and his partner, Jim Bouton, expressed 
concern that they not face further political pressure 
as they continue plans to renovate the parkand field 
a full schedule next summer. 
“Our investors will flee usin droves,” said Elitzer, 

if they think Wahconah Park, Inc. will be required to 
designate half its games as benefits. 
‘Bouton said that their overall plan to revitalize 
Wahconah Park will fail if such charitable require- 


See VINTAGE page 19 @& 





Ballpark 
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Having grown up in Britain, I vividly 
recall my own adult introduction to the art of 
baseball, at a big time Major League profes- 
sional game in Los Angeles, Calif. Watching 
the renowned Los Angeles Dodgers, late of 
Brooklyn fame, with a scoreboard showing a 
possible 10 innings, I settled back at the bot- 
tom of the ninth to wait for what I thought 
would be the final inning to begin. Much to 
my dismay, the stadium erupted after what 
had apparently been a dramatic finish to a 
most exciting and closely-fought game. 
(Let’s hope nobody else makes a similar 
mistake this Saturday night, when the Dukes 
play a pair of truncated double-header 
makeup games of just seven innings each, 
starting at 5:30 p.m.) 

One person who certainly recalls earlier 
days at Wahconah Park is perhaps the most 
visible face of the Pittsfield Dukes. Not, as 
you might imagine, owner Dan Duquette or 
10-year Pittsfield Astros/Mets veteran and 
now Chief Operations Officer Rick Murphy, 
but instead Jill-of-all-trades intern Heather 
Flynn, who seems to be everywhere at once 
in the park on game nights, rallying the. 
crowd in the grandstands and leading the 
entertaining on-field amusements. Under 
her direction and encouragement, hopeful 
youngsters take turns to race impossibly 

_small bicycles around the bases, throw. 
plungers into a toilet bowl, or spin around 
baseball bats before staggering to the finish 
line, mascot Duke ever at the ready to high- 
five the plucky participants. A quick tour 
through the stands sees Heather quickly 
trailing a line of children behind her like the 
Pied Piper, leading them on to the field for a 
goofy chicken dance, to the delight of all 
“ancerned. Nightly she can be seen riding 


round the field in a zippy golf cart, flinging 
oversized soft baseball giveaways into the 
crowd, and greeting special guests with bou- 
quets of flowers. 
A Pittsfield native, Flynn’s mother tipped 

her off to the opening with the Dukes after 
seeing an ad in the local paper. As a sport 
management major soon to enter her senior 
year at UMass Amherst, Flynn relished the 
opportunity to stay at home with no housing 
worries while she completed her first intern- 
ship assignment. Although she started off in 
chemistry, Flynn became interested in her 
current subject while investigating business 
options, although she is realistic about her 
future plans, as the field is getting very com- 
petitive. Still, at just a few weeks shy of her 
21st birthday, Flynn demonstrates an impres- 

sive work ethic and brings seemingly endless 

energy and patience to her assignment. 

"Ym so busy all the time, the best part of 

it for me is watching the kids have such a 

great time when they go out on the field," 

said Flynn. "They think the players are big 
stars already, they come back with their 
shirts signed. That is the biggest joy for me," 
she said. : 

Growing up in Pittsfield, Flynn has fond 
memories of childhood outings to 
Wahconah Park, and remembers when it was 
home to the buccaneering Pittsfield Pirates. 

"J was probably only six or seven when I 
went on a camping trip and had on a 
Pittsfield Pirates hat. One of the kids argued 
there was-no such thing, so I went and got 
my dad to back me up," she said. 

As far as Wahconah Park is concerned, 
"T’m surprised that it’s still in the good con- 
dition that it’s in," she said. "They’ve done a 
really good job repainting everything, I 


‘think the local people take it for granted, but 


we've got a lot of compliments on what 
good condition it is in." 

The collegiate atmosphere at Wahconah 
Park seems somewhat different from the 


Burbank Park. The commission on. game; that instead the players onthe keterwill put their brandin the hands 


that event. 
“T certainly hope 


July 6 voted to waive rental fees for 


proceeds as a benefit. 
you would seri- 


ously consider donating “X amount’ game,” Filpi said. 


Wahconah Park. 


Commissioner 


agreed that by making the donation, 
“you'll get a lot of mileage in the city 


of Pittsfield.” 


of ticket revenue,” said Filpi. 

The commissioner said that theuni 
Southard is a “longtime parks em- gested. 
ployee” with experience working at 


Filpi said that the d 
help Wahconah Park, I 


Wahconah Park, Inc. could loan 
forms and equipment, he sug- 


Hillies do it on their own with all of anyone else.” 


Matchesi expressed disappoint- 


“The Hillies...couldhavetheirown ment and said that he may no longer 


support Wahconah Park Inc. 
“Now I’m thinking twice about 
you,” he said. “I’m really upset.” 
Marchesi said he may also request 


Elitzer said that the players cer- detailed financial reports from the 


‘tainly could hold their own benefit, July 3 game. 


ment. 
John Marchesi 


Elitzer said the cause “sounds like chise.” 


a worthy purpose” 


sent a burden. Between initia 


but would repre- 


onation would though not as the Hillies, who have 
nc.since“part been reactivated by Wahconah Park 

of building your team is building Inc. as part 
_ community consensus.” 


of a long-term invest- 


After Elitzer gave a detailed expla- 
1 park nation of Wahconah Park Inc.'s busi- 


“You guys are starting to rub me 
the wrong way,” he said. “You guys 
are thinking of yourself... ’ma little 
disappointed in both of you.... All 


“We in effect reinvented the you guys are thinking about is the 
Hillies,” he said. “It is a new team money and dollars.” 
and will require careful marketing... 
We don’t want to devalue the fran- 


Marchesi vowed to vote against 
the duo’s current request and im- 
plied future approvals were at risk. 

Filpi said the commission’s insis- 
tence ona donation is intended to be 


After a several decade hiatus, the Pittsfield Hillies returned to Wahconah Park on July 3. Plans fora 


follow-up game raised questions a 


bout control of the reactivated team, which was funded by Wahconah 


Park Inc., the private group investing in upgrades at the historic stadium. 





days of its last professional league tenants, 
the Berkshire Black Bears, despite the simi- 
larities in their super-steroidal logos; fortu- 
nately, a more toned-down version of the 
image showing just the over-muscled 
Duke’s jaunty feathered hat graces much of 
the official material these days. 

The dedicated young players, in their 
physical prime, hail from many of the finest 
Ivy League and top-ranking colleges, such as 
Harvard, Boston, Amherst and Cornell. 
Often far from their hometowns in Texas, 
Florida, Ohio and California, the players are 
housed with local families who willingly 
play host to these smart, athletic young men. 
While there is occasional reluctance to return 
to a home environment after semesters of 
freedom away at school, most of the players 
enjoy the opportunity to have a welcoming 
"family" and home-cooked meals waiting for 
them at the end of a long, tiring day. 

During the short season, players typically 
hold down part-time local day jobs at busi- 
nesses such as Reynolds Team Sales (the 
sports equipment provider to the Dukes), 
local supermarket Stop & Shop and even the 
ever-tempting Ben & Jerry’s ice cream par- 
lor. Some spend their off-field time helping 
out at the Dan Duquette Sports Camps run 
by the team’s owner. Employers naturally 
are very understanding of the players’ game 
commitments and come root for their sum- 
mer workers whenever they can. 

Despite their best efforts, the season has 
not been particularly kind to the Pittsfield 
Dukes, in terms of the rainy weather and 
rather too many discouraging losses. Local 
boy and star pitcher hopeful Matt Torra was 
snapped up by big leaguers the Arizona 
Diamondbacks as a first year player draft 
pick even before the season began. 

Yet, with ticket prices just $5 for a grand- 
stand seat and children under 10 admitted 
free, the crowds have turned out in impressive 
numbers. Attendance has averaged over 1,500 


x 


fans per game, ranking right up there with the 
leaders of the New England Collegiate 
Baseball League. Indeed, on the Fourth of 


July, a record crowd of well over 4,000. 


watched a spirited game on a perfect day, 
complete with a spectacular fireworks display 
at the conclusion. Special sponsorship promo- 
tions have proved particularly appealing, 
including a two-for-one-hot dog night, a child 
safety program and oldies night; and many 
community organizations have been the fortu- 
nate recipients of ticket donations. 

Remaining home games at Wahconah 
Park include Friday, July 22; Saturday, July 
23; Monday, July 25; Wednesday, July 27; 
and the season finale on Friday, July 29, 
complete with special giveaways and mer- 
chandise signed by Torra. In the aptly named 
"Battle of the Berkshires," the Dukes settle 
up with league partners North Adams 
SteepleCats at the North County Joe Wolfe 
Field in two deciding matches on Tuesday, 
July 26, and Thursday, July 28. All games 
start at 7 p.m. except the Saturday double 
header, which begins at 5:30 p.m. 

"The 2005 NECBL season at historic 
Wahconah Park has been one that brought 
organized baseball back to the city that host- 
ed the first collegian baseball game," 
Murphy said. 

Despite the scoring-results, he added, "For 
the Pittsfield Dukes, success off the field has 
overshadowed the performance on the field. 
Wahconah Park and the Pittsfield Dukes 
provided fun-filled family entertainment for 
baseball fans of Berkshire County." 

As we follow their future baseball careers, 
perhaps we will see some of these young 
players return next year to their new summer 
home at historic Wahconah Park. My family 
and I will certainly be there to enjoy them. 





New York writer Sharon Smullen success- 


fully combines in passions of mother. 
hood and the arty. ae \ D ae 


tember 3 after.game organizers agreed to donate a portion of ticket 


proceeds. 


helpful. “We want to help you, we. 
really do,” hesaid. “Community sup: 
port makes or breaks these teams.” 

Elitzer said he and Bouton have 
put the rest of their lives and careers 
onholdasthey work on their plan for 
Wahconah Park. . 

“My business is completely shut- 
tered,” said Elitzer. “I have no in- 
come for this year or next year... I 
hear people asking Jim and I to write 
checks for thousands of dollars fora 
worthy. cause.” 

Nadeau stressed that “nobody is 
asking you: to lose money on this 
type of promotion” but commission- 
ers are instead encouraging a col- 
laboration for a worthy cause. 

If Wahconah Park, Inc. doesn’t 
wish to play charitable ball with the 
Hillies, he suggested, perhaps the 
Labor Day slot could instead by used 
for a different grassroots vintage 

ame. 

“Then let’s start a ‘Pittsfield 
Electrics’ team and go down there 
and have fun,” said Nadeau. 

Commissioner Charles Garivaltis 
said his colleagues might have good 
intentions but were unfair to Elitzer 
and Bouton. 

“Here we go again,” he said. “This 
certainly isn’t the first time that a 
Pittsfield council orcommission has... 
treated an incoming new business 
[without respect].” 

Garivaltis said that Wahconah Park 
Inc. has already done tremendous 
service to Pittsfield through the July 
3 vintage game and its national tele- 
cast. 

“Here we havea new business that 
has brought in a very short time-ex- 
traordinary good publicity to 

’ Pittsfield and an extraordinarily good 
show,” he said. 


" The commissioner — who served 
as a volunteer Hillies coach on July 3 
— said that Wahconah Park Inc. has 
helped portray Pittsfield as a com- 
munity on the rebound and is now 


being put in an awkward situation. — 


“You deserve a lot more respect 
than you have had here tonight,” he 
said. 

Garivaltis’ remarks led to vocal 
protests from other commissioners. 

When he regained the floor, 
Garivaltis said that Elitzer had an- 
swered the question ofa donation an 
hour earlier and shouldn‘thave been 
subjected to continued dialogue. 

However, as the commission de- 
bated, Elitzer announced that the 
partners had reconsidered andwould 
willingly make the donation. 

“We would be willing to contrib- 
ute a dollar of every ticket sold for 
this effort,” hesaid. . 

Elitzer stressed that “it would be 
devastating” to their efforts if sucha 
donation were expected forallevents 
or approvals. 

Filpiassured the partners that “we 
won't be coming back.... We're not 
going to tie your hands on any is- 
sues, that’s not the intent.” 

Marchesi also ameliorated his 
stand. “I’m sorry if I] came on a little 
strong,” he said. “I’m so close to this 
kid.” 

Commissioner Eleanor Persip — 
who had kept quiet throughout the 
debate — lauded the compromise. 

“Thank you very much for that 
-offer,” she said. “Both sides took a 
little beating ... and maybe lost tem- 
per a little bit.” 

Thecommissionthen unanimously 
voted to approve the September 3 

date, with rain dates of September 4 
and 5. 
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Collegiate contract | | 3 

While the Dukes collegiate baseball team is certainly welcome back at 
Wahconah Park for the 2006 season — after enjoying a mutually beneficial 
first summer at the stadium — Mayor James Ruberto and the parks com-, 
mission have again let the community down witha weak arrangement. - 

In a pact approved this week, the interests of the for-profit Dukes seem 
to have been a higher priority than the interests of taxpayers. 

The commission’s fast approval of the Ruberto-endorsed agreement is 
troubling for three primary reasons: 

e The contract does not appear to have been reviewed by legal counsel. 
Commissioner Mike Filpi said that acting solicitor Kathleen Degnan told 
him hours before the vote that she had not previously seen the pact. Neither 
commissioners nor the solicitor were involved in writing the contract. That 
commissioners would vote fora contract without legal input— and without 
even knowing who wrote the pact — is hard to fathom. 

e Community services director Jim McGrath calculated that this year’s 
Dukes agreement was revenue neutral; he-said that the city lost no money 

- on the deal. Some of McGrath’s numbers may be questionable, but even if 
they’re on target, they don’t bode well for the future. The new pact increases 
the Dukes rental costs by an annual total of just $375; the city will be on 
the hook for utility costs expected to increase by $3,000. Commissioners 
unwisely rejected the idea of building any sort of escalator or clause to 
recover utility costs if necessary. So taxpayers will be on the hook for the 
team’s increasing electric and phone bills. __ 

e The new pact repeats an unnecessary provision allowing the Dukes 
to pick 12 non-baseball dates to run whatever other events the business 
wants, effectively without the oversight the parks commission requires 
for all other organizations and businesses. Last year the Dukes tried to 

- use one date to charge city high school teams to use the city-owned park. 
Some reserved dates went unused, precluding other civicevents. The Dukes: 

should be welcome to use the city park for extra events, but subject to the 


same terms as other groups. ae 
A holiday greeting } bso. / DS 
Monday’s parks commission meeting included a lighter moment, when 
attendees learned that the-commission had received one holiday card. 
The sender: DHT Golf Services, a vendor that commissioners accuse of 
ruining rather than upgrading some park property. C25 
- Jonathan Levine 
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City approves terms for. 


collegiate team at Wahconah 


The Dukes — a summer collegiate 
baseball team — will call Wahconah 
Park home for the next two years. 

The parks commission on Monday 
endorsed a license agreement allow- 
ing the for-profit business owned 
by Dan Duquette to utilize the city- 
owned stadium in 2006 and 2007. 

The Dukes, whose attendance 
soared after moving from Hinsdale 
to Pittsfield in 2005, play in the New 
England Collegiate League. A team 
is also based in North Adams. 

The commission voted 3-2 in favor 
of the contract, which Mayor James 
Ruberto negotiated with Duquette. 

Mike Filpi and Eleanor Persip op- 
posed the contractas presented, citing 
concerns about the city losing money 
onthe deal, alackof legal review and 
a lack of input from commissioners. 

Filpi said that Ruberto — who is 
on vacation in Florida — called him 
prior to Monday’s meeting. 

Filpi said that the mayor indicated 
he had not seen a list of suggestions 
that the commission sought in the 
contract. “I was a little perplexed by 
that,” Filpi said. 

The commissioner said he also 
spoke with acting solicitor Kathleen 
Degnan, who did not see the contract 
in advance. ; 

Filpi said the situation sets up the 
commission to look bad becausé the 

board’s input was not considered, 
forcing them to vote on a flawed 
agreement. : 

“Once again the Pittsfield parks 
commission has been left out in the 

cold about how a license agreement 
_ should be put together,” he said. 

Top among Filpi’s list of concerns 
_about the contract is that he believes 

the city could lose money, since all 
utilities at the park will be paid by 
taxpayers. : : 

_ Filpisaid commercial electriccosts 

‘ are going up 30 percent, which would 
equate to about a $3,000 costincrease 
for the Dukes’ tenure at Wahconah 
Park. But the new licensing agree- 
ment only increases the Dukes pay- 
ment by $15 per game — ora total of 
an extra $375 for the season. 

Persip said that she personally 
delivered the commission’s positions 
to the mayor’s office, but the input 
wasn’t incorporated in the contract. 
Highamong herlist of concernsis that 
the contract guarantees the Dukes, in 
addition to their scheduled games, 
twelve dates they can reserve for any 
other activity they wish without park 
commission oversight. 

This system is unfair to other 
groups that may want to use the 
park. “The community could be 
denied programs,” she said. 


The parks commission this week 
lowing the Pittsfield Dukes to use 
for games and other events. 


Commissioner John Marchesi said 
that clauseis unacceptable. “Letthem 
come and ask to have a special event 
like anyone else,” he said. 

Marchesi vowed to oppose the pact 
unless the 12 guaranteed extra days 
were removed, though he ultimately 
relented. 

Financial questions 

Community services director Jim 
McGrath said that the Dukes’ 2005 
contract — with a $10,000 fee plus 
$300 per game — ended up covering 
the city’s costs. ; 

_ “The payment from the Dukes 
covered the expenses incurred by 
the city,” he said. 

But Filpi remained unconvinced 
that the utility costs — more than 
$9,000 this year — will be met by the 
proposed $15 increase per game. 

“Everything is going up, nothing 
is coming down,” said Filpi. 

McGrath. said he hopes the es- 
timates are sound but “I'd like to 
crunch some numbers a little bit 
more closely.” 

Filpi sought to include a provision 
toreopen the contractif utility or oth- 
ercostsresultin the city losing money 
while paying the Dukes’ bills. 

Persip welcomed that idea, saying 
“there should be a clause to cover el- 
evated costs.” 

But commissioner Charles Gari- 
valtis said that if the costs increase, 
the commission could ask the city 
council for additional funds. 

Hesaidit’smoreimportantthatthe 
city show its support for the continu- 
ation of baseball at the historic park. 
Garivaltis criticized “nitpicking,” 
saying “we're going to jeopardize 
the whole thing.” 

Commissioner John Herman 





approved a license agreement al- 
Wahconah Park in 2006 and 2007 


agreed “we have to stop the non-- 


sense.” He added that “they want to 


be here, we want them, to be here... I 


don’t think there’s a lot to discuss.” 

Marchesi vowed to vote against 
“giving him the 12 [extra] dates 
without knowing what's going on 
here,” but changed his mind when 
Garivaltis wanted the contract voted 
on as presented. 

“T want to see baseball here,” he 
said, voting in favor of the contract 
with no changes. 

Ina separate vote, the commission 
gave preliminary approval to a set of 
guidelines for use of Wahconah Park 
by all groups. 

Filpi proposed the policies, which 
McGrath drafted. 

“This was brought to a head last 
year,” he said, when questions sur- 
faced over the arrangements fora Bob 
Dylan concert. 

While a long term goal is to see 
a small percentage of ticket sales 
from for-profit games go to fund 
park maintenance and upgrades, 
the plan endorsed on Monday merely 
sets base standards. 

With big events, said Filpi, “we can 
no longer in my opinion just charge 
what covers the costs.” He said “all 
the infrastructure there needs some 
serious work and we can’t go on do- 
ing it on our dime.” 

McGrath based the parameters on 
the rental rules and forms for other 
city buildings. The policies cover 
maintenance, insurance require- 
ments, coordination with city agen- 
cies, parking and security plans, 
among other topics. 

The commission left the doc 
open to revisit the topic at future 
meetings. 
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etween the city and the Pittsfield Dukes as owner Dan Duquette, 


Pittsfield Mayor James M. Ruberto signs a contract yesterday b a ch citne Ty eaalitcac annestanE SeRAHTBE Wahconah Park. 


center, and chief operating officer Rick Murphy look on. Beiow, children 


Dukes will dig in for two 


By Howard Herman sacereemtet oe . 
Berkshire Eagle Staff : ff 
PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield Mayor James M. Ruberto 
and Pittsfield Dukes owner Dan Duquette are all set to 
all for the next two years. 
ae Ruberto and Duquette signed the two-year — 
license agreement that will keep the Dukes at Wahconah _ 
Park for the 2006 and 2007 baseball seasons. That com- © 
pleted a process that was started when the Park Com- 
mission voted last month to approve the new agreement. — 
“We're happy to be back in Pittsfield,” Duquette said 
during a press conference in Ruberto’s office. “We have a 
two-year agreement to work at Wahconah Park and bring 
you the New England Collegiate Baseball League and the 
Pittsfield Dukes. The two-year agreement ... Is terrific for 
us. It gives us a solid ae ee eae ae 
: n their ome seas p Ps 
Feb ue Conor The team will play 22 home ‘WHome season be ee June 9, 
games, including a July 4 contest against Torrington that at i bin, beet Coneor a 
will be followed by a fireworks display. bts oes c sap one 


gi the Dukes will play an exhibitio 
game against Team USA, Sunday, 


DUKES, continued on A4 
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ral News On the Web: www.BerkshireEagle.com 
5 . 
Dukes release ’06 schedule _ pittstieta pukes 
DUKES from A1 partnership agreements we started Home Schedule — 
last year. Now that the schedule is June 


Under terms of the two-year finalized, that’s really the jump — g — Concord Quarry Dogs, 7 p.m: 
agreement, Duquette and the start for moving forward.” 12 — Keene Swamp Bats, 7 p.m. 
Dukes will pay a $10,000 license — Murphy also said that the Dukes" 43 — Torrington Twisters, 7 p.m. 
fee plus $315 per game over the wij} look to get more creative and 45 _ Sanford Mainers; 7 p.m. 
home schedule. In addition, Du- try to make Wahconah Park more 47 — North Adams SteepleCats, 
quette and the Dukes are entitled _ fan-friendly. 7pm. 


to 12 more dates that he must de- Some ticket prices have gone up 4 — Newport Gulls, 5 p.m. 





Hard 

There's NO batter tealing | 
The Yankees ARV mace tines 
SiS 

on ee 

NRworthbe 88 Years 


Caroline Bonnivier / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Fans watch the Pittsfield Date play at Wahconah Park on July e year 2005 saw the return of organized baseball to the 113- 
ittsfiel $ play at ly 30. Th ear 2 n ; 
ay Otaaile = hich also secured a place on the National Register of Historic Places and hosted an estimated audience of 
5 9 x 


10,000 people for a Bob Dylan and Willie Nelson concert. 





Caroline Bonnivier / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Lucien Rousseau, 11, of Belchertown is perched near the home 
dugout at Wahconah Park on July 30 to watch the Pittsfield 
Dukes play. Rousseau was a camper at the Duquette Sports Academy 


in Hinsdale. | a ) 2 ) yo % 








termine by April 1. One of those 
dates is a June 25 exhibition game 
between the Dukes and Team 
USA, a barnstorming troupe of col- 
lege-age players that represent the 
United States in national and in- 
ternational competition. 

As he did last year, Rick Mur- 
phy will be the chief operating of- 
ficer of the Dukes. Murphy, a Pitts- 
field native, ran the Pittsfield Mets 
and Astros until that New York- 
Penn League franchise moved to 
Troy, N.Y. 

“In its first year, [the Dukes] 
certainly established itself as a 
team that would grab immediate 
community support through the 
good work of Rick Murphy and 
Dan Duquette,” said Ruberto. 

Murphy, who helped put the 
Dukes’ business plan together in 
less than 90 days last season, said 
that having a two-year agreement 
with the city should help. He said 
that potential business partners 
will be more inclined to listen to 
the team because of its stability. 
He said it adds to the credibility of 
the organization. 

“We're just finalizing our busi- 
ness plan right now,” said Murphy. 
“With the signing of the agree- 
ment, we’re going to be extremely 
aggressive over the next two 

months to recapture a lot of the 





for the coming season. The premi- 
um box seats at Wahconah Park 
have gone from $6 to $7 dollars. 
General reserved grandstand tick- 
ets are still $5, while tickets for sen- 
ior citizens and students remain at 
$4. Last year, youngsters 10 and 
under got in for free if accompa- 
nied by a paid adult. This year, the 
age for those tickets is 11. 

Season tickets for the box seats 
are $110 if purchased by April. 
Those ticket prices will go up after 
that. 

Box seats for the June 25 Team 
USA game are $7 and general ad- 
mission tickets are $5. All tickets 
purchased on game night at Wah- 
conah Park for that contest will be 
$10. 

Last year’s Dukes team drew 
29,603 fans to the 3,100-seat Wah- 
conah Park, for an average of 
1,558. In spite of a team that won 
only 11 of 42 games, that average 
more than exceeded the 1,000 per 
game Murphy had thought would 
attend games at the vintage ball- 
park on Wahconah Street. 

“I’m optimistic. I would be very 
disappointed if we didn’t draw the 

1,500,” said Murphy. “The mayor 
is extremely optimistic. With the 
cooperation of the community and 
our corporate partners, I think it’s 





21 — Manchester Silkworms, 7 p.m. 
23 — Danbury. Westermers, 7pm. 
25 — TEAM USA, 7 p.m. 
98 — Manchester Silkworms, 7 p.m. 
29 — Holyoke Giants, 7 p.m. 

duly 
4 — Torrington Twisters, /p.m, 
6 -- Vermont Mountaineers, 7 p.m. 


“45 — Newport Gulls, 7 p.m. 


16 — Danbury Westerners, 5 p.m. 
17 — Newport Gulls, 7 p.m. - 
19 — Manchester Silkworms, / p.m. 
20 — Lowell All-Americans, 7 p.m. 
26 — North Adams SteepleCats, 
7 p.m, 
28 — North Adams SteepleCats, 
Fp.mM. : 
30 — Torrington Twisters, 5 p.m. 


WW For information about tickets, call. 


(413) 447-DUKE (3853), or 

www.pittsfielddukes.com. ea 
Mi Tickets are $7 for box seats, $5 
' prandstand and bleachers, 

$4 grandstand/bleachers for senior. 
- citizens and students, kids under 

“11 are free with a paid adult 
- admission. eo = 


realistic. I think we need to reach 
for the stars, and we’ll settle for 
where it shakes out.” 


PASE SO Se I a eT 

Howard Herman can be reached 
at hherman@berkshireeagle.com or 
(413) 496-6253. 
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Ballfield repairs 
may be contested 


_By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The Parks Commis- 
sion plans to ask the city solicitor’s office 
to look into taking legal action against an 
engineering firm whose improvements to 

_ three Pittsfield parks went awry. 

Board member Charles P. Garivaltis 
said the commission voted for the action 
after DHT Golf Services of Plymouth, 
whom the city hired to make the improve- 


ments, told the board that it would bill’ 


wv 


League baseball field at Clapp Park. 

The board voted 4-0 at Monday night’s 
meeting to approve the measure. The 
board’s fifth member, Michael P. Filpi, 
was not in attendance, Garivaltis said. 

The city paid for improvements to 
Clapp, Kirvin and Doyle parks out of the 
$1 million that Pittsfield native and Hon- 
eywell Corp. CEO Lawrence A. Bossidy 
gave to the city four years ago for capital 
improvements to the parks and recreation 

system. Garivaltis said earlier this month 
that DHT Golf would pay to repair the 
errors in the improvements that have 
already been made. 

“We feel like we’ve been jerked around 
here,” Garivaltis said. 


Saturday, September 24, 2005 


Parks board weighs lawsuit — 


Pittsfield $24,800 for repairs to the Little 


a 


Parks board weighs lawsuit 
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Y planned to begin its work in 


ul 


August. In a letter to the city’s 
director Of community services, 
James McGrath, DHT Golf owner 
Dahn Tibbett said he was waiting 
for more information from Gale 
Associates before the work could 
begin. 

In another letter to McGrath 
dated Sept. 19, Tibbett stated that 
DHT Golf had received a modi- 
fied engineering sketch from Gale 
Associates detailing a new surface 
drainage plan for Clapp Park. The 
letter stated that DHT Golf had 


The board also is interested in having 


reviewed the plan and “generat- 
ed” a proposal for new work creat- 
ed outside the “original contract 
limits.” 

One of the six procedures listed 
in DHT Golf’s new proposal is 
constructing a Little League ball 
field by installing a “skinnex” 
infield, pitchers mound and bases. 

The company’s proposal states 
that it will begin the work once it 
receives notification of its propos- 
al from the city of Pittsfield. 


Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.- 
com or at (413) 496-6224, 
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former City Councilor Joseph O. Guzzo speaks at the press conference at Wahconah park yesterday. 


Member FDIC 


the solicitor’s office explore action against 
the project’s consultants, Gale Associates, 
because that firm drew up the plans that 
DHT Golf followed, Garivaltis said. But 
he said the board also believes that DHT 
Golf is to blame. 

“What I would hope is that the city 
solicitor can take a look at whether we 
have a case against the consultant and, I 


hope, DHT,” he added. 
$24,000 in repairs 

Referring to the appearance of repre- 
sentatives of both Gale Associates and 
DHT Golf at Parks Commission meetings 
this summer, Garivaltis said, “They ap- 
peared at the two meetings, and we were 
told at the two meetings that they were 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The future of Wahconah Park 


looks an awful lot like its present. 


Mayor James M. Ruberto and members of the 
group that secured a place for Wahconah Park on 
the National Register of Historic Places held a 
morning briefing on the storied ballpark’s home 
plate yesterday to discuss plans for the 113-year- 


old facility. 





going to make the repairs.” 

“Then we were told that they can make 
the repairs, but that it will cost $24,000,” 
he added. “That was the last straw.” 

Mayor James M. Ruberto declined to 
comment on the matter yesterday, saying 
he had yet to speak with either the city 
solicitor’s office or the Parks Commission. 

The city hired DHT Golf in June 2004, 
but several problems developed after the 
work was completed. Drainage issues and 
elevation changes have left some of the 
fields unplayable. F 

Earlier this month, the board expressed 
concern that DHT Golf had yet to correct 
those errors, believing that the firm 


PARKS, continued on B4 


Next summer, Ruberto said, he expects the 
Pittsfield Dukes to return for a second season and 
is talking to the team’s ownership on the details of 
a new pact. He said Wahconah has a chance to 
host next summer’s all-star game of the New 
England Collegiate Baseball League, in which the 


Dukes play. 


And he said music promoter Gene Fein is work- 
ing on plans to stage as many as three concerts 
there next summer, hopefully of the caliber of the 
Bob Dylan and Willie Nelson show held this year. 

In addition, Ruberto said, the park will continue 
to be accessible to the city’s residents — particu- 
larly its children — for everything from Pop 


oo 





Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


A4 — The Berkshire 


Saturday, August 27, 2005 


Pittsfield plans park’s future 


Mayor envisions more 
Dukes and concerts 


WAHCONAH, continued on B4 


Eagle, Wednesday, October 5, 2005 
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Ruberto wants renovations | 


PITTSFIELD — Mayor James M. 
Ruberto said he will aggressively pursue 
plans to refurbish the grounds and facilities 
of Pittsfield's Wahconah Park, as its recent 
designation on the. National Register of 
Historic Places is expected to open the 
door to new funding options. 

The placement on the register is the cul- 
mination of an historic year the ballpark, as 
more than 50,000 people stepped through 
the gates for cultural and sporting events. 

“With the success of this past season and 
the distinction of this historic designation, 
Wahconah Park is now firmly established 
as a true gem and asset for this communi- 
ty," Ruberto said in a news release. "Now 
we have to make certain that kids in the 

next century will be able to enjoy the park 
like they did in the 19th century.” 








Member thin. 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield 
Dukes ‘owner Dan Duquette 
would like to keep his New 
England Collegiate Baseball 
League franchise at historic 
Wahconah Park next year, and 
Mayor James M. Ruberto 





wants the team to return. 


response. 


Eagle file 


Wahconah Park advocate David Potts 


But the two men last spoke 
in early September about for- 
mulating. a new license agree- 
ment that would keep the 
Dukes in Pittsfield, and it ap- 
pears that Duquette is getting 
antsy waiting for the city’s 


“We're waiting to hear from 
the city of Pittsfield about the 
renewal of our license agree- 
ment,” Duquette said yester- 
day. “We’re ready to go with 
tickets and sponsorships and 
we’d like to put in a bid 


traced the roots of the park back to 1892. In 
total, 18.2 acres of the park are on the reg- 
ister, including the parking area and a sig- 
nificant amount of land along the 
Housatonic River, which is another asset 
Ruberto said should be utilized. 
Ruberto hopes to invest up to $1.5 mil- 
lion in the coming years on other improve- 
ments to the park facility, including rest- 
rooms, clubhouses, and the grandstand. 
City officials have targeted several new 
funding sources through the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission, the federal 
Historic Preservation Fund and the federal 
Save America's Treasures Grant. 
On Sept. 17, high school football will 
return to Wahconah as Pittsfield High 
School and Taconic High School renew 


their rivalry. | 
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| i iefing yesterday at 
Mayor James M. Ruberto holds a morning brie re 
Wahconah Park to discuss plans for the 113-year-old facility. 


Ballpark spat renewed 







of Pittsfield owns Wahconah = 
Park, but the Parks Commis- 
sion oversees the facility’s op- 
eration. cheat? 
Under the one-year licensing — 
agreement for last season, Du- 
quette paid an initial $10,000 
for the team to play at Wah- 
conah Park and an additional 
$300 for each game. . 
Ruberto said yesterday thai 
he plans to speak with Parks 
Commission Chairwoman 
Eleanor Persip today regarding 
a new license agreement for 
the Dukes. The mayor said he 
wasn’t able to schedule a meet- 
ing with Persip until now, and 
added that he sensed no ur- 
gency that a license agreement 
had to be in place right away 
when he met with Duquette 
last month. i 7 | ‘a lo gas 
> Wily 


for the 2006 
[NECBL] All- 
Star game. 
But we can’t 
do anything 
unless we hear 
from the city 
of Pittsfield. 

“Other [cit- 
ies] in New En- 
gland would 
love to have the NECBL,” Du- 
quette added. “We’d like to 
make it work in Pittsfield first. 
But if we can’t get an agree- 
ment lined up this fall, we'll be 
looking for another market.” 

The one-year license agree- 
ment between Duquette and 
the Parks Commission that 
allowed the Dukes to play at 

Wahconah Park this summer 

expired when the NECBL sea- 

son ended in August. But it 
had no renewal clause. The city 








Dan Duquette 


DUQUETTE, continued on A4 
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Mayor predicts 50,000 Wahconah visitors 


WAHCONAH from B41 


Warner football games to Babe 
Ruth League baseball practices 
under the lights. 

“We are going to draw more 
than 50,000 people to Wahconah 
Park, so that our businesses can be 
supported, so that our people can 
be entertained, so that our com- 
munity can be recognized as 
vibrant and focused on children,” 
Ruberto said. 

The long-term plans for the park 
will focus first on improving the 
darking lot and correcting its 
problems with frequent flooding. 
As part of that project, the city 


beyond Wahconah’s outfield 
fence. Ruberto said he believes 
that will help the city reconnect to 
the river, portions of which are 
undergoing a massive environ- 
mental cleanup. © 

But no timetable was set for the 
work on the parking lot yesterday. 
James R. McGrath, director of the 
city’s parks, said the first priority 
will be to seek grant funding to pay 
for the work. The first phase is 
expected to cost about $200,000, 
and Ruberto hopes to invest up to 
$1.5 million on improvements to 
the bathrooms, clubhouses and 
the grandstand. 

It was to that end that city offi- 


mer City Councilor Joseph O. 
Guzzo, former Mayor Anne 
Everest Wojtkowski, Wahconah 
advocate and vintage baseball 
organizer David Potts and former 
city historic commission head 
Robert M. Boland — worked for 
four years to have the park listed 
on the federal National Register 
of Historic Places. 

That listing could make the ball- 
park eligible for up to $100,000 in 
State preservation funds as well as 
federal grants that could be used 
for improvements to the parking 
lot and the field itself. 


Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew@berkshireeagle.com or at 


Ce 


Pes alee a ae Pittsfield Dukes, said yesterday that if an 
Ptay at Wahconah P. Y : 
move the team to another ae ark can’t be reached soon, he will 


Duquette waits on Pittsfield 


DU i 
QUETTE from A1 against the wall each year, 


“Here we are sitting here ip 
October waiting to hear from the 
city of Pittsfield on an issue that 
could’ve been addressed anytime 
in September or this summer,” he 
said. 

When asked if he believed the 


“T have no comment on that,” 
Ruberto said, when informed of 
Duquette’s comments that he 
would consider moving the Dukes 
out of Pittsfield if a deal isn’t in 
Place by the end of the fall. “This 
city has demonstrated good faith Parks Commission would support 
to Mr. Duquette, He should not @ license agreement for the Dukes 
be concerned about not being able !Onger than one year this time 
iG execute a multiple year agree- round, Ruberto said, “I will have 
ment with the city of Pittsfield.” a much better sense after talking 


hopes to open up access to the 
Housatonic River, which flows 





cials and citizens — including for- 





Wahconah Park hosted a 


(413) 496-6241. 





/ Bob Dylan concert, a col- 
/egiate basebal| team and a celebration ofits new 
Status on the National Historic Register. 


phone call seeking comment, 


Persip did not return a tele- 


with Ms, Persip.” 
But Ruberto said he “feels very 
confident” that the Parks Com- 


and Dalton native mission will approve a multi-year 


a cece eee AN The former Red Sox General 
Manager 
moved the Dukes to Pittsfield deal. 


dale where 

Inaugural NECBL season in 2004. 

But it took four months before 

Duquette and the Parks Commis- 

sion could come to an agreement 

on a license, 

The major hang-up was the 
length of the license. Duquette 
wanted a three year deal, while the 
Parks Commission favored a one- 
year agreement. Questions 
regarding the city’s ability to pay 
the escalating costs for mainte- 
Nance and utilities in Wahconah 
Park led some members of the 
Parks Commission to question the 
approval of a three-year license. 

Duquette twice threatened to 
leave the Dukes in Hinsdale until 
he finally agreed to a one-year 
deal which the Parks Commission 
approved, ironically, on Valen- 
tine’s Day. 

Yesterday, Duquette said he 
planned to stick with his fall dead- 
line for having a new license 
agreement in place. 

“This is the third time: we’ye 
tried to get established in the 
Pittsfield market,” Duquette said 
referring to last year and a previ- 
Ous attempt to bring the Dukes to” 
Pittsfield before the 2004 season. 
“We brought the team to 
Pittsfield. The fans accepted it and 
Supported it. If we don’t have the 
Support of the city, there’s no rea- 
son to go back and bang our heads 





from his Sports Academy in Hins- 
the team played its One-year license agreement in 


When Duquette agreed to the 


February, he said it was becaus 
the NECBL was a good fit ie 
Pittsfield and that he believed fan } 
Support generated by the team 
would lead to a long-term license, i 
The Dukes finished 11-31 this . 
year, but drew 32,452 fans to 21 
home dates at Wahconah Park, an < 
average of 1,545 fans per game. § 

“When we came, we made it 
clear to the city of Pittsfield that 
we were looking for a multi-year ~ 
relationship so we could get the 
team established in the market- 
place,” Duquette said. “There’s a 
number of initiatives that we could 
do for 2006 that would be better 
for us and the city of Pittsfield, but 
we can’t do them if the city doesn’t 
Contact us and extend the license 
agreement. 

“What’s wrong with having a 
long term agreement and seeing 
how it works,” Duquette said. 
Minor league baseball is not com- 

Ing back to Pittsfield. The ballpark 
1S not up those standards.” 
= the Dukes do leave Pittsfield 

ey won’t be gsoj 
Hinsdale. = 

“Other cities in New England 
are a better market than Hins- 
dale,” Duquette said. 


Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.corm 
or at (413) 496-6224. 


————s 





‘Diamond talks 


There were murmurs in other media this week about pouty collegiate 
baseball team owner Dan Duquette demanding that the city speed up talks 
about extending his business’ right to use Wahconah Park - or else. 

Mayor James Ruberto and the parks commission would be well advised 
to take an opposite course and slow any talks down. 

Certainly it would be good to have Duquette’s collegiate Dukes team re- 
turn to Wahconah Park next season. T he inaugural season proved a modest, 

‘ success for the city. But italso proved a major success for Duquette, whose 
attendance skyrocketed from paltry 2004 numbers thanks to the Pittsfield: 
locale and audience. ie 

_ The city has interest in retaining the collegiate team, but not on the 
giveaway terms of 2005. 


The rental fees need to be carefully reviewed to make sure this for-profit 


business pays a fair price to use th 
costs and ideally begins to ensure 


e facility, one that fully covers the city’s 
modest funds for park improvements. 


More importantly, the other terms of the poorly written 2005 agreement 


need to be updated to reflect-realities. 


The pact was based on prior arrangements whereby a for-profit business 
essentially took full responsibility for the park for a season; the collegiate 
system saw the city stuck with maintenance and other costs but still ceding 
controls as in the old model. In one glaring oddity, the parks commission 
had to surrender certain dates to the collegiate team, which then basically 
had a blank check to sublet the stadium without city oversight or profit- 


sharing. 


The Dukes should be welcomed back for another season; but the city’s 
long-term interests should be protected and the city’s control over its own 
facilities should not be surrendered to a part-time tenant, 


Wednesday, January 26, 2005 


Duquette, 


Duquette reviews c 


DUQUETTE from Bi 


they’re going to give approval to it 
at their next meeting. So we'll have 
to wait and see.” 

The city’s agreement in princi- 
ple with Duquette would allow the 
Dukes to move to Pittsfield for 
three years, beginning this sum- 
mer, and would give him the op- 
tion of renewing for an additional 
two years, as long as he notifies the 
city in writing by Aug. 1. 


One-year deal preferred 


Some parks commissioners said 
yesterday they would prefer a 
license agreement of less than 
three years. Some board members 
said they were afraid that the 
$17,500 per year that the city 
would receive from Duquette in li- 
censing and rental fees is not 
enough to pay for the rising cost of 
maintenance and repairs to Wah- 
conah Park. 

Duquette, though, indicated 
yesterday that he wouldn’t accept 
an agreement of less than three 
years. Ruberto agrees with him. 

“We're looking at having the city 
of Pittsfield know that they are 
going to be watching the same 
product over a period of time,” 
Ruberto said. “Dan Duquette 
knows that to develop a team with 
a Pittsfield identity in Wahconah 


_ Park, he needs the security of a 


third year.” 

Ruberto told several city coun- 
cilors Monday that he expected 
the Parks Commission to vote 
against the city’s license agree- 
ment. The absence of Chairman 
Gene Nadeau from Monday 
night’s meeting because of illness 
meant the agreement could have 
been rejected if the vote of the 
four remaining commissioners 
ended in a tie. 

Nadeau said last week that he 
would probably vote to support 
the proposed agreement at Mon- 
day night’s meeting. Yesterday, he 


reiterated that it was “quite likely” 
he would continue to support the 
proposal. 

“The one thing that ’'m most 
concerned with is that it not cost 
the city any money to bring [the 
Dukes] in here,” Nadeau said. 

«1d like to see Dan Duquette 
come here,” he added. “In this 
case, it’s like the old saying, ‘I'd 
rather have a bird in the hand than 
two in the bush.’ ” 

Some commissioners, including 
Nadeau, said they would like the 
deal to include a provision that 
protects the city from paying for 
projected increases in mainte- 
nance and repairs to Wahconah 
Park, especially if Duquette exer- 
cises his option and the Dukes 
play at the park for five years. 

“Why should our department 
absorb the cost?” asked Parks 
Commissioner Michael P. Filpi, 
who added that he is “totally 
opposed” to the city giving Du- 
quette a three-year deal. 

“If they want to leave [mainte- 
nance and related costs] at the 
same cost over five years, that’s 
not acceptable to me. We couldn’t 
get enough money [this year] to 
pay for ice skating. How are we 
going to pay for that?” 

Under the terms proposed last 
week, the Dukes are required to 
pay the city a license fee of $10,000 
annually for three years, plus a per 
game rental fee of $300 for 25 con- 
tests per season. James McGrath, 


hanges to baseball deal 


the city’s director of community 
services, Said that his department's 
research and projections indicate 
$17,500 per year would be enough 
to pay for maintenance costs. 


12 additional dates 


Filpi said he also concerned that 
a clause in the license agreement 
that allows Duquette to use Wab- 
conah Park for 12 additional dates 
per year is not-covered under the 
license or rental fees to the city. 
The 12 extra dates would be used 
for exhibition games and recre- 
ational, social, cultural or educa- 
tional events in the park, accord- 
ing to the agreement. If Duquette 
uses the park for those purposes, 
he must pay 3 percent of his gross 
revenues to the city. 

“The other guys don’t think that 
there’s enough of an escalator 
clause in there,” to pay for pro- 
jected maintenance and repair in- 
creases, Commissioner Charles Pp 
Garivaltis said. 

Garivaltis said he would accept 
McGrath’s numbers because he 
trusts his opinion and the terms 
that the mayor and City Solicitor 
Christopher Spefanzo, have ae 
tiated. i\s w\ Ui 

“There’s al lace else Yo turn 
[for baseball],” Garivaltis said. 
“It’s either this or nothing.” 


Bch ence eS SEE AEE 

Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.- 
com or at (413) 496-6224, 


Bouton files for trademark 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Anyone inter- 


“ Hillies or using the baseball team’s 


_ tame for any other purpose may wants to trademark 
soon need to receive permission the Pittsfield Hillies. 


. from former Yankees’ pitcher Jim 
Bouton of North Egremont, 


Bouton said yesterday that he is one party from those of others.” A 
waiting for the U.S. Patent and service mark is the same as a 
irk C trademark, except that it “identi- 
his application to trademark the fies and distinguishes” the source 
of a service rather than a product. 
Trademarks do not protect the 
satay same things as copyrights or pa- 
If the application is approved, tents. A copyright protects an ene: 
inal artistic or literary work, while 
a patent protects an invention 
pay Bouton a royalty fee. The Pat- according to the Web site. 
oe to Bouton, if a trade- 
mark is not used for several years 
tion and determines whether an it falls back into che sublic 
applicant meets those require- domain. 
Bouton said he has no current 
2 According to information onthe plans to use the Hillies trademark 
atent Office s Web site, a trade- himself, although he added that 
ae is identified as a “word, merchandise bearing that name is 
Pl rase or design, or acombination still being sold. The Hillies, who 
of words, phrases, symbols or played at Wahconah Park from 
sig 1919 to 1930, were revived last 
guishes the source of the goods of year when Bouton and his part- 


Trademark Office to inform him if 
Hillies’ name has been accepted. 


Royalty fee 


those interested to using the 
Hillies trademark would have to 


ent Office reviews trademark 
applications for federal registra- 


ments. 


designs, that identifies and distin- 


ge Sa SA 


Former Yankees 
ested in reviving the Pittsfield pitcher Jim Bouton 


something down the 
Bouton said. “It’s a valuable name. 


ners in Wahconah Park Inc. 
formed a team that played “vin- 
tage baseball” under the rules that 
governed the game in the 1880s. 


“We thought it might be worth 
road,” 


We made it valuable.” 


The Hillies’ two games at Wah- 
conah last year against the Hart- 
ford (Conn.) Senators were a big 
success, drawing around 7,000 fans 
to the city’s historic ballpark. The 
first game, on July 4, drew around 
5,000 fans and was broadcast live , 
on ESPN Classic. 

Bouton said there are no plans 
for the Hillies to play any addi- 
tional vintage baseball games “at 
the moment.” But based on the 
success of last year’s games, he 
said the Hillies now have, “nation- 
al recognition. There aren’t too 

many vintage baseball teams 
around the country that have had 
four hours of television exposure.” 

Bouton said he would be willing 
to license the Hillies name “to 
aypey else who wanted to use 
it. 

Wahconah Park Inc., consisting 
of Bouton and two South County 
partners, entered into a license 
agreement with the Parks Com- 
mission last year to renovate Pitts- 
field’s historic ballpark and. bring 





* professional baseball back to the 


city by the 2005 season. But the 


“ partnership withdrew its plans last 
_ October following a controversy 


over whether the project should be 


= subject to the state’s public bid- 


ding statutes. 


™ ‘Big League Chew’ 


— Bouton said he had previously 


received permission to trademark 


“the phrase “Big League Chew,” 
_the name of a brand of shredded 


bubblegum he helped develop. 


~Bouton said he received royalty 


fees from a manufacturer in the 


- 1980s who developed a clothing 


city tinker 


line that utilized the Big League 


with deal 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — With the clock 
ticking once more on the possibili- 
of bringing baseball back to 
Pittsfield, Mayor James M. Ru- 
berto said yesterday the city has 
sent a revised proposal to bring 
the Berkshire Dukes to Wahconah 
Park this summer to team owner 
Dan Duquette for his review. 
The Parks Commission on Mon- 
day night was scheduled to vote on 


a three-year license agreement. ba 


that the city and Duquette had 
agreed on in principle Jan. 18. But 
the two sides have continued to 
negotiate, and when a final agree- 
ment still had not been reached by 
Monday night, Ruberto was Une 
able to present the document to 
the board, the mayor said yester- 
day. 

‘Minor issues’ 


Ruberto apologized at the parks 
board’s special meeting Monday 
night for the absence of a final 
agreement between the city and 
Duquette, declaring that a “few 
minor issues” needed to be re- 
solved. The board withdrew con- 
sideration of the agreement at its 
Jan. 18 meeting to allow more 
time to study a document that 
members had only received a few 
hours before. 

The mayor yesterday declined to 
comment on the nature of the 
minor issues that need to be re- 
solved. “I’d prefer not to address 
that question,” he said. 

However, Ruberto said he 
hoped that after Duquette reviews 
the revised proposal, the. Parks 
Commission will be able to sched- 
ule another special meeting next 
Monday to address the license. 
The board’s next regularly sched- 
uled meeting is Feb. 7. : 

Duquette said last week that if 


the Parks Commission did not ap- . 


prove a deal by the end of January, 
he would plan to have the Dukes 
play at his sports camp in Hinsdale 
this summer. ; 

But in a telephone interview yes- 


terday, Duquette, a former gener- 
al manager of the Boston Red Sox, 
said he would be flexible with his 
deadline. 

“Pd like to get the support of the 
Parks Commission,” Duquette 
said. “My understanding is that 
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ukes 
to play 


in city 


after all 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — That old Yogi Berra saying, “it 
ain't over till it’s over,” certainly sums up the attempts 
to bring baseball back to Pittsfield this winter. 
One week after it appeared that the Berkshire 


- Dukes’ chances of coming to Pittsfield this summer 


were all but dead, team owner Dan Duquette and the 
Parks Commission kissed and made up on Valentine’s 


Day yesterday. The board 
voted 5-0 last night to 
approve a license agree- 
ment that will bring the 
Dukes to Wahconah Park 
— but for only one year, 
beginning in June. 
Shortening the license 
agreement from three 
years to one year is the 


’ only change in the propos- 


al that the city presented 


“to the Parks Commission 
_for approval on Reps 
The board had voted. 3-2 


_ last week to table the mat- 
ter until last night because 

.some members said they 
had not had enough time 

“to review the agreement. 


ESATA TOR 


The board 
voted 5-0 

to approve 

a license 
agreement 

that will bring 
the Dukes to 
Wahconah Park 
— but for only 
one year. 


Action on the license agreement had also been post- 
" poned on Jan. 18 and Jan, 25. After the board failed to 
act last week, Duquette said he was preparing to move 
forward and have the Dukes play their 2005 season at 
his Sports Academy in Hinsdale, where the New 
England Collegiate Baseball League franchise spent 
its inaugural season in the 13-team circuit last year. 
But following a series of phone calls and e-mails 
between Mayor James M. Ruberto and Duquette last 


= Chew logo. 


om 


. Tony Dobrowolski ca 


~ Berkshire Dukes to play at Wahconah Park after all 


BASEBALL from A1 


“We need to get final approval 
of the league,” Duquette said. 
“But I expect that can be done at 
the next meeting.” 

NECBL Commissioner Kevin 
Mclllvane said yesterday that the 
Parks Commission’s previous fail- 
ures to act on the proposed license 
agreement had led the league to 
advise Duquette “to move on” 
from Pittsfield. But McIllvane also 
said that the league had given 
Duquette the “latitude” to decide 
what was best for the Dukes. 

“If Dan agrees to [come to 
Pittsfield] and feels that it’s in the 
best interests of his club, then we 
support him,” Mclllvane said. 

Duquette, who termed Pittsfield 

‘ and baseball “estranged lovers” 
that “just can’t seem to get it 
together” last week, said last night 
that he agreed to a shorter license 
agreement because he believes the 
NECBL is a good fit for historic 
Wahconah Park, 

“I believe that Pittsfield is the 
right place for the NECBL in 
Berkshire County,” Duquette 
said. “I also believe that if the fans 
support [the Dukes] it will lead to 
a long-term relationship.” 

The license agreement ap- 
proved last night does not contain 
a renewal clause. “There is no 
safety net,” Ruberto said yester-' 
day. 

However, Ruberto said that it is 
reasonable to assume that the 
Dukes will draw well in Wahconah 


Park 


‘| believe that Pittsfield is the right place for 
the NECBL in Berkshire County. | also 
believe that if the fans support [the Dukes] 
it will lead to a long-term relationship: 

— Dukes owner Dan Duquette 


Park this summer, which should 
lead Duquette to seek a longer 
relationship with the city while 
alleviating the commission’s fears 
regarding how the city will pay for 
maintenance and utilities when 
the Dukes play in the park. 
Questions over the city’s ability to 
pay escalating costs over three 
years led some commissioners to 
question approval of a license of 
that length. 


25 regular games 


Under the terms of the proposal 
approved last night, the Dukes will 
play 25 games at Wahconah Park 
this summer. The license also 
allows the Dukes to use the park 
for an additional 12 dates which 
are listed as “exhibition games, 
and other recreational, social, cul- 
tural and educational events.” 

Under the terms of the 
approved license, Duquette will 
play a $10,000 license fee to use 
the park this summer, and a $300 
per game rental fee for each of 
those 37 dates. 

Richard Murphy of Pittsfield, 
the former general manager of 
Pittsfield’s New York-Penn 


League franchise who has been 
acting as an adviser to Duquette, 
described those additional activi- 
ties last night, as “fun-filled, 
affordable family entertainment.” 

“We're going to do something 
that is appropriate to the commu- 
nity,” Murphy said. “If something 
is not agreeable we will let you 
know.” 

Ruberto said that the Dukes will 
let the city know by April 1 about 
which additional dates it wants to 
use the park. According to the 
2005 NECBL schedule, the 
Dukes’ first home game is sched- 
uled for June 8. 

The three commissioners who 
voted to table the agreement last 
week, Michael P. Filpi, Eleanor 
Persip and Nadeau, all said last 
night that they would support the 
slightly revised proposal. 

Filpi said he would approve the 
agreement with a reservation, 
because Assistant City Solicitor 
Kathleen. Degnan had _ been 
unable to approve the revisions 
before the proposal was finalized 
yesterday afternoon. Ruberto said 
he would have Degnan review the 


proposal today, and smooth out 
any language snafus. 

Persip had asked the board to 
table the agreement last week 
because she didn’t receive the pro- 
posal until shortly before the 
meeting started. 

“T thoroughly believe that I did 
the proper thing last week,” Persip 
said. “You do not sign anything 
until you’ve had the opportunity to 
look it over and make a decision.” 

In a written statement, Persip 
said that people had the wrong 
impression if they believed she 
was against bringing baseball back 
to Pittsfield. She believed that the 
negotiations with Duquette were 
“handled improperly from the 
beginning” because the commis- 
sion “should have been involved at 
the onset. 

“We could have made a decision 
at least three weeks ago if we were 
made aware of some of the issues 
prior to being called in at the last 
minute to review the agreement,” 
she stated. 

“Tt is unfortunate that the blame 
for any action is put on the com- 
missioners,” Persip wrote. “I saw 
nothing wrong with making a 
motion to table the agreement. 

“T had a perfectly legitimate 
right to do this and I am sorry if I 
offended some people doing the 
right thing ,that. eyening,” she 
wrote. } Ls 0 we 

Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.com 
or at (413) 496-6224. 


week, the former Red Sox general manager agreed on 
Friday to let the Parks Commission consider the mat- 
ter again last night. A final decision to go ahead with 
last night’s meeting was reached after Ruberto and 
Parks Commission Chairman Gene Nadeau met yes- 
terday afternoon. Ruberto said that Duquette agreed 
to support the one-year license after the two men 
spoke following his meeting with Nadeau. 

Informed of the board’s decision last night, 
Duquette said he would be willing to move the Dukes 
to Pittsfield, pending approval of the NECBUs board 
of directors at 2 eae meeting on Feb. 20. 


used as 
dump 


PITTSFIELD — A large pile of 
building debris was dumped in 
Wahconah Park sometime be- 
tween Tuesday night and early yes- 


BASEBALL, continued on A4 terday morning. 


> \k 


a 


Pittsfield Director of Com- 
munity Services James McGrath 
said illegal dumping in the city’s 
parks is an ongoing problem that 
appears to be on the upswing. 

“Tt just seems to be a perennial 
issue,” McGrath said. “The Parks 
Department has experienced a 
substantial increase in the number 
of illegal dumping incidents in our 
parks.” 

The dumping costs taxpayers 
“hundreds, if not thousands of 
dollars a year” and takes time 
away from other park mainte- 
nance projects, McGrath said. 

“Those costs’ are just getting 
passed onto the city,” he said. 

Televisions and computer moni- 
tors, both of which carry a hefty 
disposal fee, have been popping 
up in city parks with increasing 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


A pile of trash is left at Wahconah Park. Somebody illegally dumped the refuse, consisting mostly of plas- 


° 


tic wrap used during construction projects, either late Tuesday evening 
it was discovered and Pittsfield Director of Community Services James 


frequency. 

Building materials, such as wall- 
board, tiles, and lumber are also 
commonly dumped, McGrath 
said. : 

Two park employees removed 
the debris from the baseball stadi- 


um’s grounds, which chiefly con- 
sisted of a heavy-duty plastic wrap 


used in construction, and disposed - 


of it yesterday, McGrath said. 
Illegal dumping carries a $250 

fine and those caught could also 

be held liable for removal of the 


or early yesterday morning before 
McGrath was notified. 


debris, McGrath said. 

McGrath asks anyone who wit- 
nesses suspicious activity in the 
park to contact the Pittsfield 
Police Department at (413) 448- 
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Park Sq 


The parks commission on Tuesday 
Judith Lerner petitioned to allow a 


ing meals at locations throughout the county. 


Lerner said Park Square would provide a highly visible sight for her~ 


group. 
“It’s the most visible place, 
a celebration,” she said. oe 
The meal — part of an informal series for artists and “friends of 


__ will be catered. Between 30 and. 80 individuals attend the meals, 


said. Attendees pay the selected caterer for each event. 


While commissioners suggested that Park Square is not generally used 


- for such events, they approved the request. 


“¥ don’t think the park commission has ever allowed picnics on Park _ 
’ said John Marchesi, who suggested the First Street Common as 


Square,’ 
an alternate location. 


“Ym very much in favor of this,” said Charles Garivaltis. “It's visibility : 


and vitality.” ” 


Eleanor Persip supported the plan but said the group must have insur- 


‘V/s q] tous has to 
Lerner said that’s problematic because the gtou isn’t formally consti- 


ance for the event on city property. “Anyone 
have some sort of insurance,” she said. 


tuted. 


Mike Filpi said that the group might be able to arrange cosponsorship 


with the city’s cultural office to obtain coyerage that way. 


gee ee ye 


f 


Tale of two parks . 
The complexities of park politic 
Tuesday. nah euch 
During the morning, the mayor and o 
Park to celebrate news that a concert tour 
Nelson will include a Pittsfield stop in June. 


ther officials were at 


With plans to sell 7,500 tic 
at the city-owned facility co 
concession revenue. 

Absent from the plan, thus far, 
any fee for use of the stadium. . | 

That night, the South Little League ma 
ing Park fora one-week < 
The clinic serves several dozen kids. 


The request was denied because some parks commiss 


that the tuition from the clinic would go to the MCLAsq 


the money to cover the costs of an annual oy tr alee 


uld gross nearly $375,000 — p. 


aoe 


Parks commission chair 
he collected during Saturday's ¢ 


J. Hebert Arboretum. 


seks 


ing the springled tothe commission's 
rejection. 

“Thave nothing against the clinic,” 
said commissioner John Marchesi. 
“The only thing I have against. this 
is where the money is going... The 
money should go back to the kids, 
back to the leagues, not to pay fora 
trip for them to go out of town.” 

Eleanor Persip concurred, saying 
“T cannot see why the college should 
see the proceeds from this.” 

Skutnick said the arrangement 
does not differ from past years. He 
said that financial assistance is avail- 
able for families that can’t afford the 
tuition. 

- Skutnick said that the league and 

The plan by the MCLA team to families have appreciated the clinic 
use the payments toward an annual and the tutelage from the college 
MCLA baseball tour to thesouth dur- ; 


The parks commission on Tuesday 
denied a request from the South Little 
League to host a week-long baseball 

_ camp at Deming Park. 

The league has sponsored the 
program since 1998, with coaches 
and players from the Massachusetts 
College of Liberal Arts baseball team 
conducting the program, 

South league vice president Jo- 
seph Skutnick formally petitioned 
for permission to use the park from 
June 22-29. 

~°~Jeff Puieri, head coach at MCLA, 
wouldrunthe camp, assisted by play- 
ers from his team. Tuition would be 
$100 payable to the MCLA baseball 


team. 


Park — within Springside Park — was 


it seems like such a wonderful place to have 


¢ in Pittsfield were evident again on 


featuring Bob Dylan and Willie 


kets at just under $50 each, the for-profit event 
lus considerable 


are arrangements for the city tor 


de its annual request to use Dem- 
baseball clinic staffed by the MCLA baseball team. . 


joners were upset 
ad, which utilizes - 


Pos 


man Gene Nadeau delivers a bag of debris 
Jean up of Springside Park, The event 


was sponsored by the Friends of Springside Park and the Vincent 
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Baseball clinic denied park permit 


uare picnic endorsed 


unanimously voted to allow a private _ 


dining group to utilize Park Square for an evening picnic on July 10. 
“Berkshire Beaux Arts Buffet Artist 


Dinner” at the downtown park. Lerner has coordinated a series of network- 


continued from page 1 


alterations to make them usable by 
disabled kids, such as swings with 
specially designed bucket seats. It 
also has unique features, such as a 
sand table. This is basically asandbox 
onan elevated platform that enables 
children in wheelchairs to play with 
sand. 

These play spaces are also designed 
to address the specific needs of chil- 
dren with sensory and developmen- 
tal disabilities and to be challenging 
places where children of all abilities 
are able to play. The playgrounds 
incorporate features that aid the de- 
velopment skills of the disabled and 
stimulate the senses visually, such as 
a colored rock wall and a special sen- 
sory garden. “It willbeasensory-rich 
environment,” said McGrath. 

The specific site was chosen be- 
cause it is accessible from the street, 

.and has existing facilities such as 
bathrooms. Being next to the Little 
League field has other advantages, 
noted Ferry, who is an architect 
with the Bradley Group in Pitts- 


artists 
Lerner 


cs 


you can either watch the game or 
keep an eye on the playground,” he 
said. “That will be helpful for parents 
who have one child in Little League 
and younger ones they take to the 
games.” 

In addition to serving city resi- 
dents, the playground is expected 


Wahconah 


eceive 


Berkshires and further afield. “This 


in Pittsfield,” said McGrath. “People 
are willing to travel an hour or more 
_ away totaketheirchildren to this type 
of playground. We expect that people 
will come here from places like New 

York state and Vermont too. “ 

The facility's accessibility will also 
make it easier for parents and grand- 
parents with physical limitations to 
accompany young people and play 
with them in the playground. 

The idea for a local playground 
designed to be accessible to the dis- 
abled was originally proposed to the 
city several years ago by Christine 
and Ken Singer. She is director of 
United Cerebral Palsy Association 
of Berkshire County, and he is direc- 
tor of Berkshire County ARC. They 
received permission to use city park- 
land from the parks commission. 

Last year Christine Singer pro- 
posed that the project be spearheaded 
by the Pittsfield Rotary, of which she 
is amember. The organization voted 
to adopt the project,. 

Rotary is an international organi- 
zation that has been celebrating its 
centennial. Local clubs have taken 
on large projects to mark that mile- 
stone. “Rotary International supports 
a variety of philanthropic activities 
throughout the world, and local 
clubs. also work in their own com- 
munities,” explained Ferry, who was 
appointed co-chair of the playground 
project with Christine Singer. “When 

this was suggested, the membership 
decided that this would be a good 
centennial project for our club.” 

Most of the cost is being covered 
through contributions that are being 
raised in a fund drive by Rotary. In 
addition, the design is being sup- 
ported through a $25,000 city block 
grant from the federal housing de- 
partment. The land will remain under 
city control. 

The club’s overall goal is to raise 


c 


Burbank Park 
to host statewide 
4-H walk Sunday 


“They provide some instruction at 
a fairly cheap rate,” he said, noting 
that other options such as clinics at 
Dan Duquette’s Hinsdale baseball 
academy are much more expensive. 

Skutnick also said that Puleri has 
provided the league with equipment 
in the past, including hitting shields. and the Massachusetts 
“It’s kind of a loose type of thing,” Advisory: Council. 
he said. 

With Marchesi and Persip op- 
posing the request, commissioners 
Charles Garivaltis and Mike Filpi 


Park. 


PITISFIELD — The statewide 
“Let’s Get Moving! 4-H Walk for 
Healthy Kids” will take place this... 
Sunday from 1 to 3 at Burbank,. 


$350,000 for the project (including the 


block grant) according to Ferry. The 


majority is earmarked for construc- 
tioncosts, plus approximately $50,000 
for an endowment to cover ongoing 
maintenance of the facility. 

The fund drive has so far raised 
$287,000, Ferry noted that construc- 
tion will take place while they con- 
tinue the final phase of the fund drive. 
He added that when they reach their 
goal, they may attempt to raise ad- 
ditional funds for features that they 
have left out for budget reasons. 

Ferry said the donations have 
come from a variety of sources, in- 
cluding individuals and businesses 
and organizations. Major donors so 
far include Berkshire Bank Founda- 
tion; The Feigenbaum Foundation, 
Legacy Banks; Greylock Federal 
Credit Union; Reynolds, Barnes 
and Hebb; Pittsfield Cooperative 
Bank; Banknorth; Berkshire Life 
Charitable Foundation; Berkshire 
Environmental Fund; KB Toys; Carr 
Hardware, and Alnasco, among oth- 
ers. In addition, Allendale, Crosby, 


field. “There will be benches where_Conte and Morningside schools are 


Accessible playg 


to draw visitors from throughoutthe | 


willbe another destination forvisitors ! 


The design for the region 


soon become reality, thanks to a fundraising campaign undertaken and other elements. Itincludes eee oi a: 
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Boundless playground advances 


currently leading a school initiative 
effort. Pittsfield Rotarians have in-| 
vested in the project as individuals 
and through their businesses. 

Other organizations are also sup- 
porting the initiative. For example, 
when St. George Greek Orthodox 
Church holds its annual Easter 
pastry sale on Saturday, a portion 
of proceeds will be donated to the 
boundless playground effort. 

“Part of the fund drive is the op- 
portunity to name specific sections 
or facilities of the playground, said 
Ferry. “There will be plaques within 
the surface for donor company , 
names, for example,” he said. Ferry 
added that the drive also has an as- 
pect to encourage smaller donations 
by engraving the names of people or 
businesses on individual bricks fora 
minimum contribution of $125. 

In addition to seeking donations 
from the public, the club is also 
recruiting volunteers to help build 
the park when construction begins. 
For more information call Ferry | 
at 448-8253 or Christine Singer at | 
442-1562. 
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hy the Rotary Club of Pittsfield. 


Burbank Park 


cleanup planned 


PITTSFIELD — Volunteers are 
sought for the annual Burbank 


Park citizens’ cleanu 


p to take 


place Saturday beginning at 9:30 
a.m. at the public boat launch. 
Sponsoring the cleanup is the 
Lake Onota Preservation Asso- 
ciation, the nonprofit group of cit- 
izens interested in keeping the 
lake weed free and making the 
park attractive to both citizens and 


visitors. 
Participants should b 


ring gloves 


and rakes and expect to work for 
three to four hours. Carr Hard- 


ware will supply plasti: 


president, is in char 


effort. Lo: 


The event is sponsored in part 
by Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare ,, 
Foundation, Trinity Ambulance, 
State ,, 


The Berkshire walk will feature; 
a petting zoo and fly fishing, - 
demonstrations, entertainment for 
the whole family and prizes. All,, 


urged support. : 

” & lot of kids do benefit from it,” 
said Garivaltis. He added that the 
fact that kids aren’t turned away 


even if they have financial need is 


laudable, 

Filpi said that rejecting the request 
would send a bad message to an 
outreach program that has proven 
popular. 

“My concernis that if we reject this 
request, they just go to another city 
or town,” he said. 

Chairman Gene Nadeau wavered, 
but voted with Marchesi and Persip 
to deny the request. 

- “Nadeau said he might change his 
voteif given more concrete proof that 
the MCLA team shares proceeds with 
the city league. “Put something in 

| writing,” hesaid.“Ineed moreassur- 
ance that a lot of kids ... benefit.” 


7 


proceeds raised will benefit the;|. 
Massachusetts 4-H Program. For), 
more information, visit WWW.se 
mass4h.org or call the Berkshire») 
County 4-H Office at 448-8285 orn 


1-800-374-4446. a y) a f as 


c bags for 


the debris. Marshall Raser, Carr 


iy JOS 


nd project advances 


_ Pittsfield will soon have a new playground with a unique 
twist. Located in Springside Park, the new facility will be a 
“boundless playground,” specifically designed tobe accessible 
to young people with disabilities. 


After social service advocates first touted the project and obtained city 
approval, the Rotary Club of Pittsfield took a lead role to fund the $350,000 
initiative. Construction is slated to begin this spring,with the goal of having 
the park available for use by summer or early autumn. 

“This is the largest project our cub has ever undertaken,” said Don Ferry, 
co-chair of the project for the local Rotary Club. “We see it as a community 

, project that will serve the entire region.” _ 

The playground is designed to be used by all children, while having 
specific features to make the equipment accessible to those with disabilities. 
“In many ways it looks like other playgrounds, but there are subtle differ- 
ences,” said Jim McGrath, the city’s community services director. “ One 
of the purposes is to enable kids with disabilities to play together side by 
side with other kids.” 

Boundless Playgrounds is a concept promoted by an organization based 
in Bloomfield, Connecticut. The organization was founded in 1997 by Amy | 
and Peter Barzach, a couple who had lost a son to spinal disease. They 
led a drive to build a playground for the disabled in their hometown. In 
response to requests for help from other communities, they subsequently 

’ founded Boundless Playgrounds to provide guidance to similar projects. 
Currently there are 73 Boundless Playgrounds in 20 states, according to 
the organization’s web site. 

The Springside playground, which Ferry said will be called Rotary Park, 
will be located on a site next to the north Little League field off Springside 
Avenue. It will be between 1/4 and 1/2 acre in size. The facility, is being 
designed under a contract by Berkshire Design Group, an architectural 
firm in Northhampton. The proponents have also been receiving technical 
assistance from the Boundless Playgrounds organization. 

Under the Americans with Disabilities Act, all public playgrounds must 
be at least 50 percent accessible to the disabled. Boundless playgrounds are 
designed to go beyond that standard to be at least 70 percent accessible. It 
will be divided into sections oriented to different age groups from toddlers 
up to older children. 

One purpose is to enable children in wheelchairs or walkers to climb di- 


’s first “boundless playground” should tectly onto the playequipment through the use of ramps, elevated platforms 


of-play equipment with 
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The Pontoosuc Boat Company promised a cruise around the lake for ten Canis a trip 
across the lake for five cents and the possibility of “landing anywhere.” The message 


on this postcard reads, “This is our s 


ths FL 5 


of the lake. We 


want to stay longer. Esther.” 


This 1905 postcard shows how Children ‘s 
once enjoyed by Pittsfield families during 
used the water for wading. 


the summer months. few brave folks 
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Freeze frame 


Parks Department employee Tim Latini uses a garden hose to build a skating rink at the First Street Common in Pittsfield on M 


tradition of the rink is being revived this winter after a hiatus of several years. 





at Joel Libriz ff / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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Wishing for a beach ~ 


A Northeast blizzard and the continuing frigid 
weather put a damper on outdoor activities over 
the weekend. Above, Jessica Wentworth, 11, of 
Pittsfield fights the cold yesterday with the help 
of a cup of hot chocolate as she skates at the 
city’s First Street Common. Only a few others 
ventured onto the ice with her. At left, Hank 
Ervin cleans off the sidewalk near his home on 
Pomeroy Avenue. After clearing his driveway, he 
started on his neighbors’ walkways. The storm 
dropped eight to 20 inches of snow on the area. 





Ice skating outdoors lye jos 


Ice skating on the outdoor rink at the 
Common, tonight until 9, First Street, 
Pittsfield. Information: 499-9343, 


Today 


Joel Librizzi 
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What goes down must go back up 


Amanda Toomey and Abby LeRos, both 11, ride the ro 
Osceola Park in Pittsfield yesterday. 


° 





Caroline Bonnivier / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


pe tow back to the top after sliding down the hill at 





Around and around they sot Joc 


Skaters crowd the rink at the Common on First Street in Pittsfield earlier this week. 
The skating rink opened for the first time this winter last weekend. 





Berkshire Eagle file photos 


Eurasian milfoil mats Onota Lake in Pittsfield in July 2004. The Berkshire Environmental Fund gave the 
city a $25,000 grant to fight the invasive weed. 
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City wins grant to plan 
attack on Onota weeds 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — The war on 
weeds is continuing in Onota 
Lake, and the city has been armed 
with a $25,000 grant to pursue the 
fight. | 
Onota Lake, which is Pittsfield’s 
largest body of water and is sur- 
rounded by some of the city’s most 
expensive homes, has long been 


threatened by the pervasive and 


_ Pontoosuc Lake in Lanesboro in 
2002. 





durable Eurasian milfoil, a non- 
native weed that has made large 
stretches of the lake impassable by 
boat. 

The attempts to control the 
weed growth have been complicat- 
ed by the presence of two endan- 
gered plant species and a third 
that is listed as being “of special 
concern.” 

The grant, which was awarded 
from the Berkshire Environmental 
Fund based on an application writ- 
ten by the Berkshire Regional 
Planning Commission, will be used 
to develop plans to attack the 
weeds in the future and try to keep 
the 617-acre lake open. 

“We will look at options for 
weed control with the understand- 
ing that we have rare species in the 
lake that need a certain level of 
protection,” said James McGrath, 
the city’s parks director. “We are 
hoping to strike a happy medium 
between addressing the weed 
problem and concerns over the 
endangered species.” 

This winter, the Lake Onota 
Preservation Association had 
hoped to draw down the water 
level by five feet, exposing more of 
the bottom to freezing tempera- 
tures in an effort to kill the milfoil. 
But out of concerns for the endan- 
gered species, only the normal 
drawdown of three feet was per- 
formed. 

With the grant, the city will take 


a number of steps, including the 
development of an advisory group 
and a technical group to craft the 
weed management plan. The advi- 
sory group will represent the inter- 
ests of Onota Lake at a local level, 
McGrath said, and the technical 
group will be composed of repre- 
sentatives from state agencies and 
various experts. 

The two groups will work 
together to develop.a plan by June 
30 that will be used to seek permits 
for management activities in the 
summer of 2005, McGrath said. 


Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew@berkshireeagle.com or at 





(413) 496-6241, ) aS -OsS- 


Pittsfield ice rink 
set to open tomorrow 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Parks and Recreation Department 
has announced that the ice skating 
rink at the Common will be open to 
the public beginning tomorrow. 
Weather dependent, the rink will be 
open daily with night skating begin- 
ning tomorrow and every Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday night until 9. 

The warming house will be open 
on Friday nights and on Saturdays 
and Sundays from noon through 9 
p.m. In addition, the Lions Club 
will be offering a concession when 
the warming house is open. 

The public is asked to stay off 
the ice while it is being main- 
tained. For more information on 
updated operating hours, call the 
Parks Department at 499-9343 or 


visit Rey arks.ofg. ov. 


DS 





Working up an appetite 


Alex Katz, 12, left, and his father, Jeff Katz, play a pickup game of hockey on the First Street Common skating rink in Pittsfield before dinner — 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Friday. Jonathan Katz, 8, is just outside the frame. The Katzes are from Boston and were in the area visiting family. 


— Pp 
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Lilacs in bloom at arboretum 


PITTSFIELD — The board of 
the Hebert Arboretum at Spring- 
side Park invites lilac lovers to 
come to the park in the next few 
weeks — especially on the week- 
end — to see the Vincent J. 
Hebert Walk in bloom with pur- 
ple, mauve and white lilacs, 

On Sunday at 2, the board will 
plant a Japanese lilac tree at the 
end of the Lilac Allee. 

The lilac walk in memory of 
Hebert was established with gifts 
given at the time of his death. 





Hebert was a longtime parks com- 
missioner and, besides dreaming 


of an arboretuny in Pittsfield, loved 
a 


lilacs. Le ; 
AS Gdns Kg HOES the 


board plans to continue lilac plant- 
ing in honor of Hebert. 

The arboretum is open from 
dawn to dusk and features many 
species of trees and three flower 
gardens: the butterfly, memory 
and the Master Gatdeners’ De- 
monstration gardens, 





Springside cleaning 

PITTSFIELD — The Friends of 
Springside Park and members of the 
Berkshire Arboretum will clean up the park 
on Saturday, April 16, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

A tree planting will be held at 10 a.m. to 
honor the present park commissioners and 
their work in support of the park as a natural 
resource for the city and county. 

Volunteers should bring gloves and meet 
at the playground parking lot near the old 
zoo atea, off upper North Street near the 
Springside House. 

For more than four decades the friends of 
the park has held seasonal clean-ups to assist 
with park maintenance in times of city fiscal 
crisis — including lawn mowing, debris 
removal, barrier reconstruction, hole filling 
and extinguishing grass fires. They have also 
constructed nature trails, bridges and walk- 
ing paths, sponsored nature walks and talks, 
slide shows and other educational programs. 
In the event of rain, the clean up\will be held 


on Sunday, April 17. nha a yal | 
Hartigan, 508-999-8572. dS 


es 


Pittsfield: 
Springside Park 


cleanup planned 


PITTSFIELD — The Friends of 
Springside Park will hold their” 
annual cleanup of the park on 


_-§) April 16 from 10 to 5. Rain date. 
-will be April 17 at the same time 


and place. 
The Friends will be joined by 


members of the Berkshire Arbor- 


etum and will include a tree plant- | 


“) ing at 10 to honor the present 


parks commissioners and their , 
work in support of the park as a 
natural resource for the people of 
Pittsfield and Berkshire County. | 

Volunteers are asked to come at 
ime during the day and to 
gloves if possible. The meet- 
lace is at the playground 
parking lot near the old zoo with 
entrance off upper North Street 
near the Springside House. 

For more information on the 
clean-up or to join the Friends of . 
Springside: Royal Hartigan at 1- — 
508-999-8572. 
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Play time Se olo, 


Travis Whelan, 7, and 10-year-old Sarah Koldys play on the equipment at Kirvin Park on Williams Street in Pittsfield yesterday. 
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' Boat show 


Concertgoers use their boats 
Park on Wednesday. 


to get a view of the Albert Cummings Blues Band performance at Burbank 











Wednesday, June 29, 2005 


lola 
Park Square 
to be site of 

| July 10 BBQ 


Jand, which the 
*s Barbeque of Sunderland, which 
Re york Times called "the best aera 
England," and USA Today praises Ba 
ee the “Best and Messiest Ribs, ee 
pee public barbecue outdoors re - 
Square on Sunday, aN a by ities 
The event, co-Sp ss 
Office of Se eee a ore 
i nthly even : 
ue ae Bene hte Artist eae oe 
i tist and writer Juciu ; 
Bet netic! barbecued chicken ae 
a areribs, as well as barbecued rico iy 
ruffed lant and grilled portabella mus 


Onota to be closed 
for chemical work 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The city will close Onota Lake to all water uses 
on Wednesday as portions of the yoe eet ay will undergo chem- 
j nt to stem the growth of weeds. 
See fishing and eoatng will be prohibited from the lake 
while the chemical procedures take place, but will be allowed to 

hursday. 

ies Lake will be chemically treated with U.S. and state En- 
vironmental Protection Agency-registered herbicides to control 
Eurasian watermilfoil weed and other nuisance vegetation. 

The use of lake water for irrigation purposes, such as watering 
lawns, gardens or plants of any kind, are prohibited for five days 
after the: chemical spraying takes place. Using lake water for 
watering livestock, such as cattle and horses, is also prohibited for 

i ollowing the treatment. 
aes pets Aaa wildlife will not be harmed if they drink water 
from the lake, according to city officials. ahi : 

Printed posters warning of the temporary water restrictions will 
be posted along Onota Lake’s shoreline before the treatment 


takes place. 
A ane licensed firm, Aquatic Control Technology Inc. of Sut- 



























stuffed eggp ; : Bub’s hot 

rooms, served ve ton, will perform the chemical Pace ae Pate De patton at 
j i Hl information, call fhe pPittsfield Par 

side dishes served include jalapeno cheddar For more 1 


ato salad, cole slaw, (413) 499-9343. 


dilled pot 
aU eens. orange glazed sweet potatoes, 


‘tv rice and collard greens. és ; 
ce ae feature chilled watermelon, 0a 
te late-chip and peanut butter 


meal-raisin, choco 0 
i colate brownies. ; 
BO fiddle, guitar, banjo and 


i usic on i 
sen ehistle will be provided by Anson Olds 


ice. 
ee cost of the dinner 1s $23 for 


12 for children. ne 
eos must be made by this Friday 


and prepaid by checks made out to Berkshire 


‘Salon. 
ae ae be delivered ss Ee a 
nity Development ollice in *" 
ce Bane. or mailed to Megan Whilden, 70 










Despite a downpour, cancer survivors continue their walk around the track at Onota Lake in Pittsfield, kicking off the 
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Photos by Caroline Bonnivier / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


10th annual Relay for Life last evening. Helping to carry the sign is Makenzie Wright, 6, center. 


| Sunny attitudes persist 
at rainy Relay for Life 


By Chris White 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — First came the 
clouds. Then the thunder. Then the 
lightning. Just as hundreds of local 
cancer survivors began to walk, the 
heavy winds and rain began. 

But a little rain couldn’t stop the 
walkers taking part in the 10th annu- 
al Relay for Life survivor lap. The 
event was the kickoff for a 24-hour 
walk to honor those who have been 
affected by cancer. It was slightly 
delayed — but only for some. 

Dawning raincoats and ponchos 
under a ceiling of umbrellas, people 
began to walk. The path in Burbank 
Park led participants along now-drea- 
ry Onota Lake, which 30 minutes ear- 
lier shimmered with 


sunshine. Some ran to  *##*sitenssnennanenmmmesmmnemnmtes 


the nearest tent, while ‘You want to 


others kept their pace, 


ignoring pleas from the S€& More 

disc jockey to take shel- survivors fin 
the opening 
you're alone until you walk] than you 
come out lo an event qg memorial 


ter. Their only shelter 
was at the finish line. 
“You always think 


like this,” said Carol 


Reese, 63, of Pittsfield. Dags. 


for a little while. ll hold you in my 
heart forever.” 

Some kept memories with them as 
they walked. Shari Scace, 43, of Pitts- 
field has been cancer-free for four 
years. This is her ninth year doing the 
walk. The first five years were in me- 
mory of her mother, who died of can- 
cer. As a. survivor, each participant 
receives a T-shirt and a medallion. 
She said she wears all four medallions 
with pride. 

And though more raindrops fell 
and lightning began, many kept moy- 
ing. Those who stood along the street 
cheered the survivors as more thun- 
der clapped across the lake. People 
carried roses and wore pink bowties 
and purple shirts in honor of sur- 
vivors and victims. 

“T love the kids,” said 
one man standing along 
the street. 

Bryan Brophy, nearly 
4, of Pittsfield was only 
6 1/2 weeks old when he 
was diagnosed with re- 
tinoblastoma. Now a 3 
1/2-year survivor and 
one of the youngest 
participants, he was al- 
lowed to carry the 


After being diag- _ Carrie Girard opening banner. 


nosed with breast can- 


To his right was 


cer and undergoing sur- Of North Adams. another young survivor 


gery, she said she had-a 
great support team of 
family and friends. As did every per- 
son who participated in the walk, 
Reese carried a sign saying how many 
years she has survived the disease. 
Hers read nine. 

Reese’s husband Robert, 63, has 
been free of prostate cancer for four 
years. “You don’t realize how many 
people have it,” he said. 

Those who participated passed by 
more than 12,000 memorial candle 
bags, still unlit, and 400 tiki torches 
that had memorial messages to loved 
ones who didn’t survive cancer. 

“You want to see more survivors 
than you do memorial bags,” said 
Carrie Girard, 32, of North Adams. 
She became a survivor 30 years ago 
after defeating acute lymphatic leu- 
kemia. 

Sobering messages on the torches 
read: “To our hero,” “Our prayers are 
with you,” and “We miss you.” One 
had a poem: “I held you in my arms 


erkshires 








of the same type of can- 
cer. Makenzie Wright, 
6, of the town of Florida, a five-year 
survivor, was diagnosed a couple of 
months before her second birthday. 
“It’s just a great experience to re- 
member the importance of cancer re- 
search and evidence of survivorship,” 
Makenzie’s mother, Dawn, said. 
Some strode to the end with canes, 


- while some were in wheelchairs and 


others in groups. Wet feet and pants 
were not a problem. 

Although paper signs drooped with 
water, the celebration continued 
under the tents. People danced to the 
“YMCA” and “Singin’ in the Rain” as 
the DJ called a delay to the relay, but 
event organizers decided to wait out 
the heavy showers. 

Bruce Drosehn, 62, of Dalton, a 
cancer survivor for three years, 
walked with his son, sister and cousin 
yesterday. 

“We're, all lucky to be here to do 
that,” he said. 








Bryan Brophy, nearly 4, rests on the shoul- 
der of his father, Ken, as they await the 
start of the survivor walk. Bryan, a cancer 
survivor, was diagnosed at 6 1/2 weeks old 
with retinoblastoma, an eye cancer. 
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Stephanie Somerville of Pittsfield waits 
out the rain underneath her umbrella fol- 
lowing the survivor walk. Somerville is an 
eight-year survivor of uterine cancer. 
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Pittsfield gears up for Dylan show 


CONCERT from A1 


will drop ticket holders off at th 


park. 


€ area restaurants in the area were 
also anticipating an influx of busi- 








Allen St., Pittsfield, 01201. 





Lunch by the lake 


Scott Moskowitz / Special to The Eagle 


Tom Borden of Peru and Heather Borden of Cheshire enjoy lunch at a picnic table 
on the banks of Pontoosuc Lake in Pittsfield. The high temperature at the Pittsfield 


\irport was $7 yesterday. Cooler, less humid weather is expected tomorrow. 


departments and Berkshite Medi- 
cal Center, 

“Tm thoroughly impressed,” he 
said. “It’s very inspiring ‘to see 
people working so hard for the 
good of their city.” 

Michael Leary, director of 
media relations for BMC, said the 
hospital has coordinated plans 
with local ambulance agencies and 
police and fire officials, 

_ ‘A comprehensive plan was put 
in plate from the get-go,” Leary 
said. 


Shuttle buses from lots 


Pittsfield Police Lt. Michael A. 
Winston said traffic and parking 
could be an issue near the stadi- 
um. Parking on the BMC side of 
Wahconah Street will be prohibit- 
ed, to allow emergency vehicles 
access to the hospital. Once the 
Wahconah Park lot is filled, con- 
certgoers in cars will be directed to 
two lots (off First Street, between 
Fenn and Eagle streets, and off 
McKay and Depot streets, behind 
Legacy Bank). Free shuttle buses 


“Our big issue is that because of 
the time of the show and it being 


ness, 
Shortly after 6 p.m., five red 


held on a workday, it could cause tractor-trailers with Illinois license 


some traffic problems 


down plates were parked in the east side 


there,” Winston said. “But we’ll of the ballpark’s parking lot. Some 


have to adjust.” 


of the drivers were drinking beers 


Winston said the department and eating dinner at Tahiti Take- 


will have a command post set up out, where a i 
5 preshow party is 
near the Wahconah Park parking planned today, ee 


lot. In addition to the auxi 
force, 24 extra officers will patrol 
the area. Winston and Sgt. Jeffrey 
Bradford scouted Tuesday night’s 
show in Norwich, Conn., to get a 
feel for what to expect. 


liary Nelson look-alike contest 


A Willie Nelson look-alike con- 
est is planned for today at Pepe’s. 


At 1 am. yesterday, tour buses 
were spotted driving north on 


“It was a laid-back crowd,” Route 20 from Lee, and talk about 
Winston said. “There didn’t seem town is that Dylan is staying in 
to bea lot of drinking. Anda lot of Williamstown at The Orchards 
the crowd started showing up later ad Nelson at Cranwell, 


in the night.” 
Winston said he felt that many 
came to see Dylan in particular. 
“This is going to be a real learn- 


Miller, who last saw Nelson in 


1976 in Burbank, Calif., said the 
scene “should be interesting,” 


“There will be a lot of people, 


ing experience for us. It will serve Chaos? We don’t expect it. But it 
us well if we host this type of event Should be a good time.” 


in the future,” 


Local hotels in the area have re 
reported an increase in‘occupancy 


eee 
Benning W. De La Mater can be 


ached at bdelamater @berk- 


hireeagle, “i 
rates because of the show, and 6243, Oe ee ee 
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The great outdoors 


= 


From left, Howie Bertrand and Paul and Cathy Bradley deliv- 
er bags filled with paper and cans. 


Volunteers spruce up Springside Park 


The Friends of Springside Park and 
the Vincent J. Hebert Arboretum held 
a joint cleanup of Springside Park in 


The Friends of Springside gather following a tree planting to honor city park commissioners who have 
helped to carry out the park’s mission. 





As the Berkshires basked 
in the warm sun this 
weekend, residents had a 
good opportunity to get 
back to the business of 
playing. Above, boaters 
take to Onota Lake in 


Pittsfield. Left, 2-year-old 
Nickolas Bristo and 6- 


year-old Cassidy Abbott, 
both of Pittsfield, try 
their luck at fishing at 


Pontoosuc Lake in 


Pittsfield. Below, a dog 
takes its owners for a 
walk along the channel 
road at Pontoosuc Lake. 


Opponents of a proposed bike 
path route going from the East Street 
area to Williams Street this past week 
urged the parks commission to op- 
pose the suggested routing. 

Becky Knox of the Southeast 
Neighborhood Advocacy Group told 
commissioners that “our neighbor- 
hood is vehemently opposed” to a 
possible routing along a power-line 
corridor owned by Western Mass. 
Electric Company. 

“We are very much opposed to 
the location for a variety of reasons,” 
she said, citing security and safety 
for the 80 residential properties that 
abut the route. 

Knox said that she and other 
members of the group attended the 
Monday session because “it came 


Pittsfield: 


Osceola Park rope 
tow opens today 


The Department of Community 


Services/Parks and 
announce 


rope tow Wi ) : 
day. Hours of operation are 


Recreation has 
d that the Osceola Park 
ll begin operating to- 
from 


noon to 4 p.m. : ; 
In addition, the ski tow will op 


erate every Satur 


day and Sunday 


through the end of February oe 
each day during the February schoo 
vacation, weather permitting. 


Osceola Park is 
Osceola Street, an 
be accessed f 


located on 
d the ski tow can 
rom Gale Avenue. 


Information: Parks Department 


at (413) 499-9343, h \ & 


to our attention that city officials 
will be meeting next week to decide 
whether to go forward with the bike 
path location.” 

Knox said that if the commission 
is involved in those discussions, “I'd 
like you to hear from our neighbor- 
hood.” 

Commissioners welcomed the 
input but said they aren't directly 
involved inthe process to consider 
the bike path route. 

Chairman Gene Nadeau said the 
parks department's role would prob- 
ably be limited to any mowing along 
the path. 

“My assumptionis that the mainte- 
nance would have to be done by the 
parks department,” he said. “We're 
the only ones with mowers.” 


Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Thursday, June 23, 2005 : 


The Pittsfield Gazette March 31, 2005 


Opponents of bike path rout 


Community services director Jim 
McGrath said “it’s not clearifthe park 
commission will have any role on this 
path.” He said city officials continue 
to discuss the issue, “but at this point 
in time we're very very early in the 
bike path planning process.” 

The route has been proposed by 
the Berkshire Bike Path Council, a 
volunteer group. 

Knox said her neighborhood 
group wants the bike path located 
elsewhere. 

“We are going to oppose it and op- 
pose it until it goes away,” she said. 
“T feel it’s just a waste of money to 
keep going with this location.” 

Mayor James Ruberto, who was 
not present at the parks commission 
meeting, confirmed that he had a 


Pittsfield on April 16. 


More than 250 volunteers worked 
throughout the day to clean up and 


beautify the park. 


The Friends of Springside and the 
Vincent J. Hebert Aroboretum have 
helped the city maintain the park as an 
open-space natural resource for many 


decades. 


Some of the day’s highlights were 
recognition of Pittsfield’s park commis- 
sioners who have supported the park’s 
mission over the years and a celebra- 


tion of Earth Day. 


Frances Nadeau, left, and Ellen Russo gather up a tire and 
other debris. 


meeting planned this week with 
bike path proponents. 
“Tammeeting with representatives 
of the bike path group for a status 
update,” he said. 
Ruberto said he has met in the past 


with both bike path proponents and 


Former Pittsfield Mayor Sara Hathaway deposits refus 
gathered from the meadows. : 


Above, Kevin Phelps carries a 
trash picker and a bucket of 
garbage as volunteers from the 
Friends of Springside Park par- 
ticipate in a cleanup effort yester- 
day afternoon. A 10-ton dump- 
truck load of trash was picked up 
at the Pittsfield park. At left, 
Ryan Burke loads a discarded 
tire into a Dumpster as Royal 
Hartigan looks op. 


Photos by Caroline Bonnivier / 
Y \ VW 
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e advise parks commission 


representatives of the SNAG organi- 
zation and will continue to consider 
input from all interested parties. 

The mayor said this week’s 
planned discussions would be for 
the exchange of information, not 
any policy decisions. 


k Outdoor movies. slated at Common 


1 PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
' Parks and Recreation Department 
has announced that the Summer 
Outdoor Movie Series will contin- 
ue this summer each Friday night 
for the next six weeks, starting 
tonight. The movies will be shown 
at the Common on First Street, 
beginning shortly after dusk. 
The Lions Club will offer soda 
and popcorn for sale. In the event 
of rain, the movie will be canceled. 


This year’s line-up features clas- 
sic American family movies. The 
following six family-oriented 
movies will be shown: 

Tonight, “Bambi”; July 15, 
“Willie Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory”; July 22, “101 Dal- 
matians”; July 29, “Black Beauty”; 
Aug. 5, “Princess Bride,” and Aug. 
12, “Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs.” 


For information: Parks Depart- 


os at (413) >) ae lp c 


ittsfield gears up for Dylan show 


By Benning W. De La’ Mater 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Adrien Chali- 
foux, 76, and his son-in-law, Terry 
Miller, 52, sat in folding chairs on 
Chalifoux’s front lawn off Wahco- 
nah Street last night and discussed 
the upcoming sold-out Bob Dylan 
Show, with guest Willie Nelson. . 

In the background, Nelson could 
be heard singing the 1970 Steve 
Goodman song “City of New Or- 
leans,” which blared from Wahco- 
nah Park’s speakers as fans entered 


Tonight’s concert is intended to promote 
Pittsfield, not to make a profit for the 
city, Mayor Ruberto says. Page A6. 


the gates for a Pittsfield Dukes 
game. 

Fast forward 24 hours and the two 
will be hearing the real thing, just a 
little louder this time. Chalifoux and 
Miller surmised that tonight’s hap- 
pening is the biggest event to hit 
Pittsfield in decades. 

“We're ready for it,” said Chali- 


foux, whose back porch will serve as 
free, upper-deck stadium seating for 
family members. 

They were just two of many locals 
who were preparing for the folk- 
rock-meets-country concert yester- 
day and early this morning. Pro- 
moter Gene Fein of Berkshire Mu- 
sic Glen Productions said he’s been 
extremely busy, working on “cap- 
puccino” power oyer the last.few 
days in preparations for the show, 

“Tt’s going to be great,” Fein said. 
“We have two American music icons 


in our historic park. It’s really an 
acknowledgment for our city and 
one of its jewels.” 

Fein, who has hired about 100 
people for security and concessions, 


_ said crews were planning on setting 


up the stage in left field following 
the Dukes game at about 11 p.m. 
Since the show was announced in 
April, Fein said he has worked 
closely with Mayor James M. Ru- 
berto’s office; the Police and Fire 


CONCERT, continued on AG 


Motorcycles, 
ATVs banned 
from city parks 


PITTSFIELD — The Parks De- 
partment has reminded people 
that motorcycles and ATVs are 
prohibited within’ city parks. Nu- 
merous complaints from residents 
regarding this issue have been re- 
ceived. 

Many of the offenders are ap- 
parently youths. Parents should be 
aware of where their children are 
riding all-terrain vehicles and mo- 
torcycles and, if they are riding 
these vehicles in city parks, this 
practice should be ceased immedi- 
ately, city officials said. 

Park security personnel and the 
Pittsfield Police are aware of this 
problem and say they will strictly 
enforce this and other park rules 
and regulations. Fines for unau- 
thorized use of off-road vehicles 
within the parks can be up to $200 
per offense, and more if malicious 
damage occurs. 

Residents are encouraged to 
contact the Pittsfield Police De- 
partment if they observe off-road 
vehicles operating in city parks. 


Y| Nos 


— SS 


Pittsfield city softball 


will register tomorrow 
The city of Pittsfield youth soft- 
ball program will hold registration 
for its minor and major league 
divisions tomorrow from 6-8 p.m., 
at the Springside House at 854 


North St. 
The cost is $20 for an individual 


player and fe ue addjtional 
player from Uf $ faoaply. 





Photos by Joe Kine / Berkshire Eagle Staff Mike Donati of P y 
Onota Lake last evening. — 


Free concert lures 
2,000 to Onota 


By Benning W. De La Mater 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

‘ PITTSFIELD — While only one 
ingredient — gray skies — for truly 
feeling blues music was notched last 
night, the 2,000 or so people who filled 
Burbank Park and parked boats along 
its water’s edge for the first “Live on 
the Lake” concert seemed like they 
‘couldn’t care less about the ominous 
clouds overhead. 

_They were having a fun, and free, 
time. 

The Albert Cummings Blues Band 


Dan Novik of Pittsfield, left, and Chris Ti j 
» left, an ris Timpane of Lenox Dale enjoy the tunes of the Albert Cummings Blues Band at ala 


ittsfield helps to unhook a fish that his son, 


finger-picked down-home-guitar riffs 
into the air and onto Onota Lake as 
people sat on blankets and folding 
chairs, filling the park to about two- 
thirds capacity. 

“Tf you people get noisy, those clouds 
will go away,” Cummings urged, about 
15 minutes into his two-hour set. 

The crowd responded with a cheer, 
but the clouds remained. 

Shannon Bell, 22, of Richmond 
Albert Cummings performs with his Albert Cummings Blues Pe eee te ean onde neh 2, 
Band at Burbank Park last evening. CON 

CERT continued on B4 


Dukes play tonight 
at Wahconah Park 


By Howard Herman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD:—= Wahcon 
ah 

Park hasn’t had a tenant since the 

Berkshire Black Bears left town 


Season previews for the Dukes and 
SteepleCats. Page C5. 


Concertgoers watched last night’s free community concert from the shore, at left, or from boats on Onota Lake. 


ursday, July 7, 2005 


The Berkshires 


Joe Kline / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Nicholas and Rachel Campoli lounge on their dad, Perry, during the first Live on the Lake Community 


Concert at Burbank Park last night. 


n 


Free concert lures 2,000 to Onota Lake 


CONCERT from B41 


of Atlanta to check out the scene. 

“It’s awesome,” Bondi-Lynch 
said. “I’m pretty impressed. I wish 
we had this kind of thing back 
home.” 

Bell said she thought the event 
was better than some of the ones 
she attended last year, although 
she thought the weather kept big- 
ger crowds away. The show 
opened the fourth consecutive 
year that the concert series has 
been staged. 

A handful of venders sold ham- 
burgers, hot dogs, sodas, fried 
dough and Ben & Jerry’s ice 
cream. Greylock Federal Credit 
Union and WBEC Live 105.5 FM 
sponsored the show. About half- 
way through the show, workers 
from the radio station tossed-out 
free T-shirts to the crowd, eliciting 
a swarm of people vying for the 
booty. 

Kayakers and people on Sea 
Doos parked their crafts on the 


shore alongside boats, of which 
there were more than 80. David 
DeGiorgis, 54, of Pittsfield said 
that number is usually doubled. 

“It’s still a good time,” said 
DeGiorgis, who had his pontoon 
boat packed with family and 
friends. On top sat two folding 
chairs for prime viewing. 

“It’s the only double-decker 
here,” he said. “I’ve come to every 
single show they’ve had here. You 
get some grinders, invite some 
friends and family, have some 
beers, listen to music. It’s great.” 

Some people stood in the water, 
taking in the sounds and drinking 
beer. Children swam in between 
the boats and out onto the lake. 
Most people brought coolers. 
Some sat on the tailgates of their 
trucks or the bumpers of their cars 
and watched the show. Sun. rays 
poked through the clouds early on, 
then light rain fell at the end of the 
show. 

John McPhillips, 54, of Pittsfield 
brought his friend Toot, 5, a hand- 


some, tan-and-black German 
shepherd, who attracted some 
people who wanted to pet him. 

“T’ve seen Cummings a bunch of 
times,” McPhillips said. “This is a 
great time. It breaks up the week. 
It’s relaxed. It’s definitely a plus 
for the area.” 

Toot was joined by a number of 
other dogs who were brought by 
their owners. A large percentage 
of children also enjoyed the event, 
taking advantage of the swing sets 
and playing in the grass. Some 
even played and jumped in pud- 
dles along the access road. 

Claire Bosma, 61, said she was 
persuaded by friends to check it 
out. This was her first time. 

“I'd definitely come back,” she 
said. “It’s great seeing people you 
haven’t seen in a while. And it’s 
free.” 


Benning W. De La Mater can be 
reached at bdelamater@berk- 
shireeagle.com or at (413) 496- 
6243. 


a the 2003 season. 
hat will all change tonish 
The Pittsfield Dukes ave ae 
their trek from the Hinsdale hills 
to Wahconah Street, where Dan 
Duquette’s team will begin its 
New England Collegiate Baseball 
League season tonight against the 
Torrington (Conn.) Twisters. The 
game will begin at 7 p.m. 

“Playing in college, we didn’t get 
this atmosphere,” said Dukes in- 
fielder Phil Butch. 


fans ... and make some new friends 
on the baseball team and in the 
community.” 

The Dukes will play 21 regular- 
Season games at Wahconah Park 
and expect a crowd in excess of 
2,100 for the opener in the 3,100- 
seat stadium. Last year, the Dukes’ 
a in ne NECBL, the team played 
at the Duquette i 
fae q Sports Academy in 


The Berkshire Black Bears were 


“Y’m very excit- 


ed to play in front of the Pittsfield 


DUKES, continued on A4 
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Wahconah Park gets 
its new tenant tonight 


DUKES from Ai 


an independent minor-league team 
that played in Wahconah for two 
seasons. 


‘Great opportunity’ 


“I’m excited about playing at 
Wahconah Park,” said Duquette, 
the Dukes’ owner. “I think it’s a 
great opportunity for the Dukes. I 
believe the fans in Pittsfield will be 
happy to have baseball back at 
Wahconah Park.” 

Matt Torra of Pittsfield, drafted 
in the supplemental first round by 
the Arizona Diamondbacks yes- 
terday, was scheduled to be the 
opening-night starter. On the ad- 
vice of the Diamondbacks, he will 
not pitch. But team spokesman Jim 
Mulvihill said Torra will be hon- 
ored during pre-game ceremonies. 

The Dukes are in the NECBLs 
Southern Division with the North 
Adams SteepleCats, Torrington 
(Conn.) Twisters, Danbury (Conn.) 
Westerners, Manchester (Conn.) 
Silkworms and Newport (R.1) 
Gulls. 

Of Pittsfield’s 21 home games, 
eight come on Friday or Saturday 
nights. The team has scheduled 
fireworks nights on June 10, July 1 
and July 4. 

“I think this league will be a 
good fit for Wahconah Park,” said 
Dukes chief operating officer Rick 
Murphy, the longtime former gen- 
eral manager of the Pittsfield Mets 
and Astros, Class A teams that 
were affiliated with major-league 


teams. “It should be a good long- 
term business relationship between 
the Dukes and the city — and the 
city should be happy they’ve got 
this team. I think the fans that 
come will be entertained.” 


Season tickets sold 


Murphy said 230 season tickets 
have been sold, the club has 29 bill- 
boards going up at Wahconah Park, 
and the team program is 40 pages. 
In addition, numerous groups have 
purchased blocks of tickets for 
home games. 

“Optimistically, I’d like to do 
1,300 fans a game. Realistically, 
we can do 1,000 a game the first 
year,” Murphy said. 

Those numbers are far different 
from the 387 fans the Dukes aver- 
aged at the Duquette Sports Acad- 
emy. But the team had limited box- 
seat and bleacher seating there. 

Murphy acknowledged that the 
88 days the team had from the 
time it signed a one-year license 
agreement with the city until to- 
night didn’t allow the Dukes a lot of 
time to get their business plan in 
place. Some area businesses that 
had supported the Mets or the 
Astros couldn’t get on board be- 
cause of various reasons, including 
having their business and advertis- 
ing plans already spoken for. 

Murphy said he encountered a 
similar problem when he and Bill 
Gladstone moved the Astros to 
Troy, N.Y., for the 2002 season. 

“We picked it [the business] up 
in year two, and in year three, we 
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Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


St. Joe baseball fans wander into Wahconah Park yesterday. 


got to a point where the founda- 
tion was laid,” Murphy said. 

Murphy said he’s excited about 
the season, but, “To be honest, this 
is the first time in my professional 
career that I don’t know what’s 
going to happen.” 

The Dukes players, meanwhile, 
have a pretty good idea of what 
they want out of the summer. They 
want to play well and be seen by 
scouts, something that happens 
frequently in the NECBL. Playing 
for Duquette, the former Boston 
Red Sox general manager, doesn’t 
hurt. 

“My coaches [at Boston College] 
came in one day and said, ‘Are you 
interested in playing with a team 
out in the Berkshire area? It’s run 


by Dan Duquette,” said Nate 
Jeanes, who is scheduled to start 
tonight in place of Torra. “That 
kind of catches your attention be- 
cause he’s a big name, especially 
for anyone from the Boston area, 
like I am. It wasn’t a decision at all 
— I was here in a heartbeat.” 
Jeanes is from Methuen. Gene 
Crimoli of Rider University is 
from Shrewsbury, N.J., and knows 
Duquette from last year, when he 
played for the Dukes in Hinsdale. 
“Mr. Duquette and [general 
manager] Kent Qualls talked to 
me about coming back. I had a 
great summer last year and I real- 
ly liked the organization,” Crimoli 
said. “I thought I could get myself 
better by playing with the Dukes.” 
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Catch of the day 


The Berkshires 
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Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle St< 


Hans Zwaan of Lanesborough fishes near the outlet dam in Pontoosuc Lake in Pittsfield yesterday. 
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City seeks public 
help in upkeep 


of Pittsfield parks 


Groups invited © 
to community 


meeting Monday 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The city of 
Pittsfield maintains 22 parks, se- 
ven playgrounds and four conser- 
vation areas. They range in size 
from 237-acre Springside Park to 
several spaces of less than one 
acre. 

Regardless of their size, Parks 
Commissioner Charles P. Garival- 


‘tis said, the majority of these city 


facilities are unstaffed and largely 
vacant. 

In an effort to gauge the public’s 
interest in helping to maintain the 
city’s parks, Garivaltis said a com- 
munity meeting will take place at 7 
p-m. Monday at the Elks’ Club at 
27 Union St, 

Several fraternal organizations 
and local church groups have been 


‘ invited to attend, along with the 


public, Garivaltis said. 

“The issue will be taking back 
our parks and adopting our parks,” 
Garivaltis said yesterday. 

“We want to get the public in- 
volved and get more activity in the 
parks:to get kids down there,” Ga- 
rivaltis added. 

Although the Parks Commission 
has discussed this issue several 
times, including earlier this week, 
Garivaltis said that Monday’s mee- 
ting is sponsored by the Elks Club. 

“The plan we came up with has 
been in the works,” he said. “We 


finally decided to call a meeting, 
and get this going. 

“Years ago, park monitors were 
hired by the city of Pittsfield,” he 
said. “In recent years, all that 
changed. With the financial reduc- 
tions [in the city budget], it’s goné 
by the wayside. nm 

“Also, there has been no adult: 
mentoring of the parks and people 
stopped going,” he added. a 

Garivaltis said the city is inter- 
ested in having private organiza~ 
tions help clean up the parks and 
place more programs in the hopes: 


that more people will use the facil-! 


ities. 

“We've been a city of parks for+ 
ever,” Garivaltis said. “There’s aj 
park in every neighborhood. Now: 
we don’t use them or are afraid to’ 
use them.” 


Safety concerns 


Public safety in the city’s parks 
has also been an issue recently. / 

Shots were fired at individuals. 
who were inside Pitt Park on Co-. 
lumbus Avenue and John Street 
on May 5, while three people were, 
arrested in connection with a, 
melee at Burbank Park on Onota 
Lake on June 1 that resulted in 
one man being treated at Berkshire 
Medical Center for stab wounds. 

“We were talking about [holding 
the meeting] before the shooting,” 
Garivaltis said. 

“What it may have done is pro- 
vided the impetus for us to go for- 
ward.” 


Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.com 
or at (413) 496-6224. : 


A6 — The Berkshire Eagle, Thursday, June 23, 2005 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Tonight’s sold- 
out Bob Dylan and Willie Nelson 
concert at Wahconah Park probably 
won't make any money for the city, 
but Mayor James M. Ruberto said 
yesterday that bringing the tour 
here was intended more to promote 
Pittsfield than to make a profit. 

“That wasn’t the objective,” Ru- 


berto said, referring to the city’s . 


making a substantial profit from to- 
night’s concert. “It was to provide 
entertainment for the citizens of 
Pittsfield, allow the city’s business- 


-es to profit, and make the city 


known to a broader community so 
that people recognize that Pitts- 
field is a community on the move. 

“The speculation that it was in- 
tended to serve to profit this com- 
munity and the city is incorrect,” 
the mayor said. “Here’s the issue: 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, is pro- 
moting itself through a Bob Dylan/ 
Willie Nelson concert.” 

All 7,500 tickets for tonight's 
show, which cost $49.50 apiece, 
have been sold.. The concert, 
which includes The Greencards, is 
part of Dylan and Nelson’s 42-date 
tour of minor-league baseball sta- 
diums, which began in May and 
will end in August, 

Ruberto said the city tried, but 
failed, to bring the Dylan/Nelson 
tour to Pittsfield last summer. 


There is no license agreement 
between the city and concert pro- 
moter Gene Fein of Berkshire 
Glen Productions for tonight’s use 


of 3,100-seat Wahconah Park, but 


Fein is paying the city approximate- 
ly $6,000 to use the park tonight. 

Nearly $3,800 will go to the 
Police Department for extra de- 
tails and patrols, while roughly 
$1,900 will be provided to the 
Parks Department as compensa- 
tion for overtime expenditures and 
a prorated lighting fee, Fein said. 

“That’s the agreement that was 
made with the city,” he said. 

Fein said he believes his costs 
are similar to the fees that the New 
England Collegiate Baseball 
League’s Pittsfield Dukes are pay- 
ing the city in their one-year license 
agreement with the Parks De- 
partment to use Wahconah Park 
this summer. According to that 
agreement, the Dukes have paid 
the city a $10,000 license fee to use 
the park this summer, plus a $300 
per-game rental fee for 37 dates. 

Fein said concert promoters fre- 
quently do not pay communities 
for extras like police protection 
because those costs usually are 
picked up by the communities 
themselves. 

“There’s always somebody out 
there trying to put a negative spin on 
something that’s positive,” Fein said. 

Parks Commissioner Gene Na- 


The Bi 


Benefit to city not financial 


deau said Fein first approached 
the board in December for ap- 
proval to use Wahconah Park for 
four or five dates this summer. 
According to Nadeau, the board 
tabled the issue until March when 
Fein came back before the com- 
mission and asked for permission 
to use Wahconah Park for a con- 
cert June 23 involving a nationally 
known artist whom he did not name. 
The board gave Fein its appro- 
val. Nadeau, the commission’s 
chairman when Fein approached 
the board, said he believed that if 
Fein needed a license agreement 
to use Wahconah Park, the docu- 
ment would be drawn up by the 
mayor’s office, which was handling 
the negotiations. : as 
“I did expect that there would 


‘be one,” he said. : 


Nadeau said he was reluctant to 
insist that a license be required for 
Fein to use .Wahconah Park be- 
cause a fee structure for the facili- 
ty has never existed. : 

“J didn’t want as a commissioner 
without any guidelines to say this 
is what we normally set,” Nadeau 
said. “I didn’t want to say we get 
10 percent of the ticket prices and 
have the guy walk out.” 

Nadeau said the Parks Com- 
mission plans to hold a special 
meeting this summer to discuss 
the implementation of a fee struc- 


ture for use of the city’s parks. _ 
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Pittsfield: Relay for Life | 
ie fishing derby isJune18 


dou. ‘The Relay for Life fishing derby 
don Se take place at Onota Lake on™ 
jsin. Saturday, June 18, beginning at 

6:30 a.m. Registration is $5 and’ 
the event is for children under the: 









he Betkshire Kagie 


Today: Chilly, 40s rome age of 15. Many prizes in many) 
Tonight: Mines a0 ee auley categories will be available. : 
iomorrow: Parlly Cloudy, o's The main portion of the eve 

= SS eS More weather, Page A8 fark Pe uv 


will take place at the public beach” 
on the lake’s south side. Proceeds? 
an will benefit the American Cancer4 
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ir Wet SHRI 2 adie 
Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
ittsfield’s Pitt Park, the scene of Thursday’s shooting, was deserted yesterday afternoon. Police are still seeking a suspect, Mark Daniels of Pittsfield, in that shooting. 


Search for shooter continues 
ey ce 
i ee | 







Four arraigned 
in park incident 


By Rich Azzopardi 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — A police dragnet for the gun- 
- man in Thursday’s shooting at Pitt Park continued 
yesterday as four men arrested in the aftermath of 
the incident were arraigned in Central Berkshire 
District Court. 

Authorities obtained a warrant for 23-year-old 
Mark A. Daniels, who they say fired up to five 
shots into the park as he and two others walked 
along the playground’s John Street entrance. 

The bullets, fired at approximately 3:40 p.m., 
missed their targets: Terrell Ortiz, 25, of Lincoln 
Street and an as-yet uni- 
dentified man, police said. 
Other than those two men, 
who were sitting on a 
bench, the park was emp- 
ty at the time of the shoot- 
ing, witnesses told The 
Eagle. 

Pittsfield Police arrived 
at the scene and were able 
to stop both the two in- 
tended victims and the 
two men believed to be 
walking with Daniels. 

The alleged shooter, however, fled the area in a 
red Toyota Solara before officers arrived. 

The car was recovered later, but there has been 

" no sign of Daniels or of the gun used in the shoot- 
ing, the caliber of which has not been identified, 
according to authorities. 
The warrant’ charges Daniels with armed 
assault with the intent to murder, with discharging 
a firearm within 500 feet of a dwelling and with 
possession of a firearm without a firearm identifi- 









jae Park 


This neighborhood 
§ park was the site of 
a shooting on 
Thursday. 


cation card. 

According to a description that police released 
with a photograph of Daniels, he is a 6-foot, 250- 
pound African-American with black hair and 
brown eyes. He was last known to live at 33 Me- 
morial Drive. Bae 

Ortiz was arrested at the scene after he ran 
from officers and jumped into a red 2003 Chev- 
rolet Trail Blazer traveling down Dewey Avenue. 

The driver of the sport utility vehicle, a 23-year- 
old woman, stopped to let Ortiz in at the urging of 
her passenger, Edward J. Bigelow, who was an 
acquaintance of the apparent shooting target, 
court papers stated. 

The SUV was about to pull away when Officer 
Thomas R. Barber, who had been chasing Ortiz, 
ordered it to stop. 

A loaded black .45-caliber Glock semiautomat- 
ic handgun was recovered from the floor of the 
vehicle, and 44 packets of heroin, a hypodermic 
needle and $474 in cash were found on Bigelow, 
according to police reports. 

Bigelow, police said, admitted ownership of the 
drugs, which had an estimated street value of 
$880, but said the gun did not belong to him. 

The woman said that after she stopped her car 





Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Children in the Christian Center afterschool program use Tucker Play- 
ground yesterday, a short walk from Pitt Park. 


Neighbors shaken up 


By Rich Azzopardi 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The bullets that 
ripped through the air at Pitt Park 
shattered the calm of the surrounding 
neighborhood that many in this West 
Side community said is showing signs 
of a revitalization. 

Along John Street — where police 
said 23-year-old Mark A. Daniels 
fired up to five shots at two men sit- 
ting on a bench in the park — and the 
surrounding areas, houses are being 
> ‘renovated, and more and more 

homes are becoming owner-occupied 





and single-family dwellings, said 
neighborhood resident Ken Duncan. 

“T personally think it’s a safe neigh- 
borhood. I think there are some pro- 
blems, but I think there is a lot of 
good people in this neighborhood,” 
said Duncan, who owns and lives ina 
multi-family home next to the park. 

For one of Duncan’s neighbors, 
however, Thursday’s shooting was 
the final straw. 

The neighbor, who was home at the 
time of the shooting, said she had to . 


Mark A. Daniels 
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Bub’s Bar-B-Q of Sunderland featured at cookout 


BBO from Bi 


Sun streaked through the leaves 
surrounding the park. At 6:24, 
with the crowd growing and nearly 
salivating, Deac Tiley, 49, owner 
of Bub’s Bar-B-O of Sunderland, 
rang the dinner bell. 

Bub’s has made the pages of 
The New York Times (which 
called it “the best BBQ joint in 
New England) and USA Today 
(which praised it for having the 
“Best and Messiest Ribs”). Tiley, 
aka SOB (son of Bub), took over 
the business from his father five 
years ago and has catered events 
for a handful of people up to 2,000 
people. 

“Barbecue means the art of the 
smoking meat,” said Tiley, whose 
company’s motto is “Pig out in 
style.” 

“It’s supposed to be messy. 
That’s. the fun of it. And it’s not 
just for summer anymore. With 
the Food Channel and all the 
other cooking shows, people are 
learning more about smoking and 
grilling meats year-round.” 

But meat wasn’t the only food 
on the menu. There were orange- 


glazed sweet potatoes, grilled . 


-portabella mushrooms, ricotta- 
stuffed eggplant, baked beans, col- 
lard greens and dirty rice. 

Tiley joked with people at the 
end of the line that there were no 
plates left. Some said they'd just 
reuse someone else’s plate. Then 
he walked by them with a fresh 
platter of ribs, wafting the smells 
in their face. 








Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


The crowd at Park Square in Pittsfield reached about 140 people yes- 
terday during a late afternoon barbecue. 


Lerner said the idea to host a 
dinner in the park and make it 
open to the public was the work of 
a number of people in the city and 
the art community. The dinners 
started a year ago at local restau- 
rants, but were reserved for most- 
ly artists. 

“The point of the dinners were 
to get the young new artists in the 
aréa connected with the older, 
established artists,’ Lerner said. 
“The social life is useful to the art 
community.” 

Then she had an idea to have a 
barbecue, with it being summer 
and barbecue being the perfect 
food for this time of year. She col- 
Jaborated with Megan Whilden, 


director of the OCD, and asked 
the Parks Department for permis- 
sion to use the park. 

“Having it here brings a whole 
new dimension to the city,” Lerner 
said. “It serves as part of the 
refreshing of Pittsfield. And bar- 
becue is really an art. You just 
can’t learn it from a book.” 

Side by side, sitting on folding 
chairs and eating at folding tables 
with plastic forks and knives, peo- 
ple enjoyed the $23-a-plate feast, 
many sampling the residual flavors 
from their fingers with a lick, or 
two, or seven. A white poodle, 
Sassafrass, 8, roamed the scene 
looking for handouts. 

“She liked it,” said her owner, 


Gordon Dunham. “So did I. It’s so 
good to see Park Square used for 
something so communal.” 

Robert Stone of Pittsfield brought 

his grandson, Ezakeil Stone, 6, to 
sample the “top-of-the-line barbe- 
Cucia =: 
“It’s hard to get good barbecue 
around New England, so when you 
have a chance, you have to go for 
it,” Stone said. oe 

Ezakeil, the youngest artist in 
the group (he’s a_ sculptor), 
enjoyed a dessert of watermelon 
slices the best. 

“It’s good,” he said with a smile, 
watermelon juice dripping down 
his face. 

Anson Olds of Housatonic and 
Paul Rice of Hinsdale roamed the 
grounds and played fiddles. An 
older couple jumped up and 
danced as the duo played “Ashokan 
Farewell,” the title theme to Ken 
Burns’ Civil War documentary. 

Kevin Zartman and his wife, 
Deanna Ruffer, city director of 
community development, are both 
certified barbecue judges who 
lived in Georgia, one of the 
anointed capitals of ‘cue. They 
have judged some of the best 
grilled meats in the nation. At the 
end of the meal last night, both i 
gave thumbs up. 

“Barbecue, for me, is about 
relaxation,” Zartman said. “It 
takes time to cook. And that’s 
when the good times happen.” 


Benning W. De La Mater can be 
reached at bdelamater@berkshireea- 
gle.com or at (413) 296-6243. 


Hung out to dry 


Towels hang over a railing at Onota Lake. B 
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Titlcs 


eachgoers were treated to a sunny day with temperature in the 80s on Sunday. 


Rain, rain, go away 


Brady Hanford sweeps away puddles from a half pipe in the skate 
park at The Commons in Pittsfield yesterday so he can ride his BMX | 
bike. Despite a rainy morning, the park was filled by sunset. 








Royal Jonas of Dalton helps himself to baked beans at yesterday’s cookout in Pittsfield’ 


the cookout was partly planned to bring artists together. 


The art of grilled meats 


Barbecue 
conceived as 
artist gathering 


By Benning W. De La Mater 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The cure for 
quelling speeders from racing around 
Park Square was discovered last night. 

As smoke from barbecued ribs and 
chicken carried into the street, drivers 
peered and then slowed. Some even 
parked their cars, approached workers 
and asked if they could purchase food 
to go. 

‘To their dismay, the answer was “No.” 
But for the 140 or so people who regis- 
tered in advance, the food, the night 
and the setting served as the perfect 
reason to follow the drivers’ lead and 
slow things down a bit. 

A barbecue sponsored by Pittsfield’s 
Office of Cultural Development, and 
one of the Berkshire Beaux Arts Artist 
Dinner series, turned the usually quiet 
and sometimes-overlooked park into a 


Elinor Rose Cherin, 6, of Stockbridge bites into ribs at the barbecue. 


Photos by Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


s Park Square. One organizer said 








full-scale eatery, complete witli acoustic around the fountain, where organizer 


music.and a South-inspired buffet. 


Judith Lerner, a Lenox artist and 


“It don’t get no better than this,” said writer, had set up drink and snack sta- 
Mayor James M. Ruberto with a hint of tions. Lerner made gallons of her own 


a Southern drawl. “Look at the park. salsa, 


filled with organic tomatoes and 


There’s mountains on both sides. It’s in fresh cilantro. 


the heart of the city. It’s tremendous.” 
By 6, people started to fill the areas 


Delay in repairs _ 
at parks criticized _ 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The Parks 
Commission is concerned that a 
Plymouth firm has yet to correct 
errors in improvements that it 
made to three city parks last year, 
‘despite what board members say 
were assurances from a company 
representative Aug. 15 that the 
work would begin within a week. 

Chairwoman Eleanor Persip 
and board members Charles 
Garivaltis and Michael P. Filpi said 
they believed DHT Golf Services 
planned to begin making the 
repairs shortly after the firm’s rep- 
resentative, Dahn Tibbett, attend- 
ed the commission’s meeting on 
Aug. 15. 

“His last words were, ‘How soon 
can I start?’ ” Garivaltis said. “As 





BBQ, continued on B4 


far as we’re concerned, he could 
start as soon as possible. 

“But I was at Clapp and Kirvin, 
and nothing has been done,” he 
added. “I don’t know what’s going 
on at this point.” ; 

Director of Community Services 
James McGrath, who is in charge 
of Pittsfield’s parks, said that DHT 
representatives contacted him last 
Thursday and told him that the 
firm would begin making repairs 
this week. : 

“Hopefully, theyll be back early 
[this] week,” McGrath said. _ 

The city hired DHT in June 
2004 to make improvements to 
city athletic fields at Clapp, Doyle 
and Kirvin parks, but several prob- 
lems developed after the work was 


| / vs / PARK, continued on A2 
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Officials criticize 
pace of park repairs 


PARKS from A1 “The basis for these issues has 


been that there hasn’t been 
: ; { an 
completed. Drainage issues and solid communication” been 


elevation changes have left some the two compani i 
of the athletic fields unplayable. Mayor J imicehe Rubens nee 
Several cosmetic errors also He said both companies should 
have been spotted, including a attend the board’s meetings on a 
water drain and a valve control regular basis to provide updates 
box that were placed inside the on the work that needs to be done 
batter’s box at home plate of a When informed that neither 
baseball field at Kirvin Park. DHT company was listed on the agenda 
was the Project's low bidder, sub- for tomorrow night’s Parks 
mitting a price that was $140,000 Commission meeting, Ruberto 
lower than the next highest bid. said: “If they’re not here on 
McGrath said DHT needed to Tuesday night, I will be very disap- 
Teceive additional design and engi- pointed. If they were dealing 
neering plans from the project’s directly with me they would be 
consultant, Gale Associates, before there on Tuesday night 2 
it could begin work on the repairs. Both DHT and Gale Associates 
Unlike the three board mem- admitted Tesponsibility for the 
bers, McGrath said he did not errors in the athletic field 
believe that Tibbett indicated at improvements at a Parks 


impression that they would drop the improvements in the first 


everything and come out to the place, and why officials signed off 

city, McGrath said. on the project when’ the errors 
The bottom line is DHT wants already existed. 

to come back and make sure that Eight days after the bids were 

all is resolved,” McGrath said. received, the city’s purchasing 

The commission’s urgency is department received a letter from 


understandable and expected Harri i 
is that expressed reservations 
because everybody wants to make about the a i 


HT had never handled a 
project of that size and scope. 
McGrath said that he and Gale 
Associates did provide Oversight 
ug. 15 while the repairs took place and 
had weekly meetings to discuss the 
project’s progress at the Parks 
Department. “I was there at all of 


issues that have been raised.” 
Persip said she believed that 
‘DHT would return to Pittsfield 
within a week after the A 
meeting. 
“Yes, we are very upset about 
this,” she said. “We want to have 


the work started.” the meetings,” he sai 

Persip also blamed McGrath for DHT fallewed cae that the 
the delay, Saying, “Jim just keeps Parks Commission had developed 
making excuses for them,” and and approved, he added. 

The person who was supposed to “With any large project or pub- 
oversee this project really didn’t lic works project, it’s a rare excep- 
do his job. : tion that the project goes 100 per- 

McGrath declined to respond cent smoothly,” McGrath said 
publicly to Persip’s allegations, “Some of the issues we're dealing 
saying he would speak to her pri- with came from. the. Parks 
ee ae ae Commission, some from the con- 

ont want to air anything in sultant, some from city a 
public,” McGrath said. from the contractor. Warten 

Tibbett failed to respond to two nized now that we're all on the 
telephone calls and an e-mail mes- same page as far as getting them 

sage from The Eagle seeking com- resolved.” 


ment. Project manager Dale K. j 
Harris of Gale Associates also se Romo tie ered 


failed to return a telephone call. ee hoe 


ety 








Sun Ducky Derby set 


- at Pontoosuc Lake 
} PITTSFIELD — HospiceCare 


in The Berkshires Inc. has sched- 


’ uled the 17th annual Sun Ducky << 
' Derby for 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
' Sept. 22, at the public beach area 
at Pontoosuc Lake. More than -—._ 
3,000 rubber duckies are anticipat- 


< 


ed to be dropped into the lake to “=> 


swim along the shoreline. 


r i 


p 





nel spars 
over use of 





The. Pittsfield Fire Departmen 
will be generating a current so the 


able for “adoption” for $5 each or 
buy a “Quack Pack” and get 10 
racers for $40. Proceeds benefit 
the HospiceCare Children’s Be- 
reavement Programs. 

The first rubber duck across the 
finish line wins $1,000, second prize 
is $500, and prizes will be given to 
the next eight finishers. These 
prizes include Jiminy Peak Ski pass- 
es, dinner for two at the Pillars, gift 
certificates to Pine Cone Hill Home 
Store, Aster’s Restaurant, Big Y, 
Home Depot, Stop and Shop, and 
Bas Ridge Golf Course. 

To sponsor the derby or to pur- 
chase ducks, call HospiceCare at 
443-2994 or 528-4786 or stop by 
the HospiceCare office at 369 

, South St., Monday through Friday 
t from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — A few verbal 
spats broke out last night between 
board members, but no final deci- 
sion was reached as the Parks 
Commission debated users’ guide- 
lines for historic Wahconah Park. 

Chairwoman’ Eleanor Persip 
said she called a special meeting to 
discuss the issue because she be- 
lieved the Parks Commission, 
which oversees Wahconah Park on 
the city’s behalf, needs a “proto- 
col” to deal with the variety of re- 
quests from. groups. that, want to 
use the 3,100-seat ballpark. 


Guidelines advocated 





Without any guidelines to go by, 
the Park Commission is not sure 
whether it can offer services to one 
group that wants to use the park or 
can take them away from another, 
she said. 

“Tt’s not that we’re trying to be 
dictators,” Persip said. “We’re try- 
ing to set some sort of standards 
that we know we can use.” 

She said her decision to call the 
special meeting had nothing to do 
with last month’s sold-out Bob Dy- 
lan/Willie Nelson concert at Wah- 
conah Park, in which the city did 
not receive a share of the pro- 
ceeds, 

Mayor James M. Ruberto has 
said that the concert was held to 
wromote the city and to give busi- 


< |Wahconah 


ducks may race. Ducks are avail- ©— 


nesses near Wahconah Park a fi- 
nancial boost, rather than to make 
money for Pittsfield. 

Persip also suggested that the 
Parks Commission consider estab- 
lishing a fee structure for use of 
the park. 

“Tm not saying that it should be 
astronomical,” Persip said, “But I 
strongly feel that there should be 





ene discussic i last night quickly 
broke down into a debate between 
board members Michael P. Filpi 
{Charles Garivaltis about how 
guidelines for” Wahconah Park 
should be implemented. 
Referring to a section of state 
law that allows parks commissions 
to have the same authority as city 





councils over matters under their ° 


jurisdiction, Filpi said he believes 
that the five-member commission, 
along with the mayor, the city so- 
licitor and event promoters, 
should all be equal partners in any 
negotiations that involve Wahcon- 
ah Park’s use. 

He referred to the negotiations 


. that brought the Berkshire Dukes 


collegiate baseball team and the 
Dylan/Nelson concert to Wahco- 
nah as examples of negotiations 
that did not include the Parks 
Commission. 

Although the board approved 
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Parks board fails to agree on Wahconah Park guidelines 


PARKS from B1 


the use of the park for both events, 
the negotiations were handled by 
Ruberto and the city solicitor’s 
office. 

As an example of a Parks Com- 
mission’s authority, Filpi brought 
a copy of a lease from an event in 
Bowie, Md., which stated that the 
owner of Prince George’s Sta- 
dium, which gave the “Park and 
Planning Commission” the “power 
and authority” to license the 
park’s use to outside groups for 
the purpose of holding events. 


Driving users away 


Garivaltis, however, said that 
the board should consider each 
group’s request to use Wahconah 
Park separately instead of estab- 
lishing one overarching set of 
guidelines. 

“By setting fees, we could be 
sending, these people elsewhere,” 
Garivaltis said. ‘ 

“J didn’t refer to fees,” Filpi 
said. “What I’m looking for is lan- 





guage. The language [currently] 
leaves us out of the loop. ... ’m 
not trying to charge people to 
throw them out of town.” 

Garivaltis praised promoter 
Gene Fein for the professional job 
he did in holding the Dylan/- 
Nelson show at the park, saying he 
was told that Fein paid $12,000 in 
fees and costs for bringing the 
concert to Pittsfield. Garivaltis 
said he believed the board should 
allow Ruberto to negotiate for 
shows such as the Dylan concert 
on the board’s behalf. 

“T feel the chief executive of the 
city is the one who should be nego- 
tiating for us,” Garivaltis said. 

“Then why are we here?” Filpi 
replied. “If you take Wahconah 
Park out of the mix, then why are 
we coming here the first and third 
weeks of every month?” 

New board member John P 
Herman, attending his first meet- 


ing since being appointed by the | 


City Council on Tuesday night, 
said the commission,should look 
at setting guidelines first before it 





begins to consider fees. 

“I don’t think there would be 
any argument that we should 
make money off an event. I’m all 
for it,’ Herman said. “But there 
needs to be some sort of goals ini- 
tially. The money should be on the 
backburner, not number one.” 

James McGrath, the city’s direc- 
tor of community affairs, said any 
guidelines the board draws up 
should include issues such as event 
preparation, parking, trash removy- 
al and security. 


Revolving account 


During the public comment 


period, Joseph Guzzo of Onota 


Street and David Potts of Morgan 


Street, two of the five Pittsfield re- 
sidents who led the push to get 
Wahconah Park considered for 
inclusion on the National Register 
of Historic Places, suggested that 
if a fee structure for events is es- 
tablished, those funds could be 
placed in a “revolving account” 
that could be used to pay for park 
improvements. 

Persip suggested that the com- 
mission keep discussing the issues. 

“Tm not sure we'll settle this 
tonight,” she said. “We have to 
keep talking and talking and talk- 
ing.” 

Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.- 
com or at (413) 496-6224. 
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_ For the birds 





The glory 


Pittsfield’s ninth annual Garden Tour 
has a new feature this year — a silent 
auction at Springside House, 874 
North St., featuring birdhouses imagi- 
natively decorated by area artists, 
along with other items. At left is a 
birdhouse by Lois Forsley called ‘The 
Offspring’; above are ‘Chirpie’s 
Toolshed’ by Peachie Fontaine and 
‘Feather Stone Lodge’ by Eric 
LaRoche. The auction will take place 
tomorrow from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
when bidding will close. There is no 
admission charge for the auction and 


of gardens 


plant sale at Springside House. 
However, tickets, at $15 each, are 
required for the self-guided tour of 
eight private gardens, with children 


fc 
le 





under 12 admitted free. The tickets are 


good for both days, tomorrow from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday from noon 


to 4 p.m., and may be purchased at 
Springside House or at Dr. Lahey’s 
Garden and Agway in Pittsfield, 


Churchill Gardens in Lanesboro and 


Trillium Garden Co. in Lenox. All pro- 


ceeds will be used for enhancement 
projects in Pittsfield. 


Photo's by Joe! Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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Lazy days of summer 


Two boys fish under a willow tree at ‘Muscle Beach’ on Pontoosuc Lake in Pittsfield. 


Pittsfield 
Garden Tour: 


THURSDAY, JULY 14th 5:30 TO 7:00 P.M. 
BIRDHOUSE ARTISTS’ RECEPTION & 


SILENT AUCTION PREVIEW 
SILENT AUCTION BIDDING BEGINS—NO TICKET NECESSARY— 
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 


SATURDAY, JULY 16th 10:00 A.M. TO 4PM. 


SELF-GUIDED GARDEN TOUR THROUGHOUT THE CITY 
Rain or Shine (TICKET NECESSARY) $15.00 Tickets go on sale at 
9:30 a.m.—Children under 12 are free. 


SATURDAY, JULY 16th 9:30 A.M. TO 6 PM. 


BIRDHOUSE & SILENT AUCTION 
BIDDING (NO TICKET NECESSARY) 


SUNDAY, JULY 17th 12 NOON TO 4 PM. 


SELF-GUIDED GARDEN TOUR THROUGHOUT THE CITY 
RAIN OR SHINE (TICKET NECESSARY) - $15.00 Tickets go on sale 
at 11:30 a.m. - Children under 12 are free. 


_ Tickets AVAILABLE AT SPRINGSIDE PARK 
Tickets are non-refundable and good for both days of the tour. Not every garden is 
handicapped accessible. Please-—no strollers or pets in the gardens. Thank you. 
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Surf and turf 


Visitors enjoy the summer weather yesterday at the public beach on Onota Lake in Pittsfield. 
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Park repairs still up in aux 


Payment responsibility not resolved 







week’s Gazette. 











City will pursue | 
park settlement |. 
ae 

- The city will seek restitution from firms involved in 9 ; 
botched upgrades of two city parks. 

The city’s legal department will contact designer Gale £ 

Associates and contractor DHT Golf Services regarding §j a 

work at Clapp Park and the Doyle softball complex. t 
“What I would advise now is that I make a phone call to both the | ; 
designer and to the builder,” said acting solicitor Kathleen Degnan §j ;, 

during Monday’s parks commission meeting. 1 

1 


_ Degnan believes that design and construction irregularities at the 
two parks rise to a level justifying compensation for the city. : 
The attorney said the city’s focus will be “by way of settlement, 
though litigation is possible. : 
Degnan, however, largely rejected the suggestion of one commis- 
sioner that the city should also seek restitution for work at Kirvin 
Park. She said that it appeared the vendors provided the services 
HL contracted, though confusion exists among commissioners regarding 
what they asked for. : 
“From alegal standpoint, it does appear atleast that this body made 
the determination about [project scopel,” she said. 
g Bossidy bucks 
The quality of work atthe fields has proven controversial for several 
months, with commissioners acknowledging that money donated 
by Larry Bossidy for park upgrades appeared to not result in the 
planned improvements. : 
' Degnan concurs that a serious grading problem resulted at Clapp 
Park, one that the designer and contractor should have prevented. 
“There is indeed a slope which is not insignificant,” she said. “My 
concern would be if someone is running out to catch a pop up, they 
could potentially hurt themselves.” 
























A fencing and design problem at a Doyle ballfield is obvious, the 
acting solicitor stated. ; 
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Testing set 
for PCBs 
at city park 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff ‘ 

PITTSFIELD — Dorothy Amos Park is again un- 
der a microscope as environmental regulators and 
General Electric try to determine whether the river- 
bank is harboring PCB pollution that could spread to 
a part of the Housatonic River, largely spared from 
contamination. 

The West Street park is built on top of a former 
scrap yard that was used to strip GE transformers in 
which PCBs were used as an insulating agent. While 
GE excavated 7,500 tons of contaminated soil in 1998 
and built a new playground and basketball court, 
signs of contamination have shown up on the bank 
that separates the park from the river. : 

GE is now conducting tests on the bank and in the 


_river to determine whether it is polluted. The compa- 


ny has been studying the area for the past 10 months 
and is expected to submit its results to the state De- 
partment of Environmental Protection in the spring. 

GE spokesman Peter O’Toole said the testing is 
part of its ongoing work in Pittsfield. “This is just part 
of our scope of work, so it is soil and water sampling 


isaac aaa 


itt: 





Park settlement eyed 


continued from page 1 : 


“The designer ‘over-rotated’ the 
field so it threw all the alignments 
out of whack,” she said. “It is an is- 
sue... Itis something that because of 
the design, it caused a problem with 
the fencing,” she said. 

Inhopes of an amicable settlement, 
Degnan will ask Gale Associates to 
devise, at no charge, a new grading 
plan for the affected Clapp fields. She 
will ask DHT to use the plans and 
— at no charge to the city — grade 
and level the field. 

The Doyle solution, she suggested, 
is “simpler.” 

“1 think the designer should is- 
sue a check for the amount [of] the 
fence material and labor cost to put 
the fence up,” she said. 

If the proposals are acceptable to 
the vendors, she said, the city would 
usea dollar amountbased on bidding 
the fence cost and all labor time. 

Degnansaida friendly “lawyer-to- 
lawyer” agreement may be possible. 
But if not, she believes the city could 
have valid legal claims that would 
cost the vendors much more. 

“Right now, if we're looking at 
the claim of negligence, there’s the 
potential for damage,” she said. 
“There could also be a claim that 
there is breach of contract for the 
mistakes that were made.” 


dors provided the asked-for services 
at that site. 

Garivaltis said that the construc- 
tion of an upgraded soccer field at 
Kirvin “destroyed” two baseball 
fields. 

But Degnan said that based on her 
review, “all we did was ask them to 
build the soccer field,” without con- 
sideration of older, infrequently used 
baseball fields at the park. 

Commissioner John Herman 
agreed that pursuing Kirvin damages 
seems “legally indefensible.” 

Garivaltis also complained that 
DHT and Gale representatives 
previously agreed to make certain 
repairs but then didn’t meet their 
pledges. “They’ve been agreeable 
but no follow through... nothing 
happens,” he said. 

Degnan said that’s why it’s advis- 
able toseek a formal agreement. “Lots 
of times it’s better to put these things 
in writing,” she said. 

The attorney said all parties may 
welcome settlement. “The whole 
matter is probably best [resolved] 
through an amicable agreement,” 
she said. 

Garivaltissaid the city should insist 
on getting what it paid for. “We have 
considerable clout,” hesaid.”“We’rea 
municipality and some of our parks 
have been compromised.” 


-Commissioner Charles Garivaltis | 


thinks the city should also seek fur- 
ther work or payments for Kirvin 
park, though other board members 


concurred with AT] that the ven- 
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By Tony Dobrowolski 
_ Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_ PITTSFIELD — The city is trying to 
work out a financial agreement with the 
_ two firms hired to make improvements to 


playing fields at three Pittsfield parks 
that went awry, acting City Solicitor 





City, firms ne 


Kathleen Degnan said. 
The Parks Commission in September 
voted to ask the city solicitor’s office to 





look into the matter after DHT Golf Problems with drainage and elevation 
Services of Plymouth, whom the city orig- left some of the fields that had been fixed 





inally hired to make the improvements, unplayable. DHT followed plans drawn 
told the board that it would bill Pittsfield up by Gale Associates, whom the city had 
$24,800 for repairs to a baseball practice hired to be the project’s consultants. 


field at Clapp Park. 


“What we would like to have happen is 


The city hired DHT Golf in June 2004 for the flaws to be corrected at their 
to make repairs to fields at Clapp, Kirwin expense,” Degnan said. “We don’t want 
and Doyle parks, but several problems 


developed after the work was completed. ja e j jPARKS; continued on B4 


gotiate repairs 


/ et ie He eee on A4 | 
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“PARKS from B1 


‘to have the city pay for problems 


. that were created.” 


j 


She said she has been in contact 
with both Gale Associates and 


_ DHT regarding the payment issue, 


but “we haven’t got any answer 
one way or another.” s 
She described the matter as 1m 
_ negotiation.” 
She updated the Parks Com- 
mission on the status of the nego- 
tiations at its most recent meeting. 
“All of the parks commissioners 
want this problem fixed,” Degnan 
said. ; 

The city paid for the improve- 
ments out of the $1 million that 
Pittsfield native and Honeywell 
CEO Lawrence A. Bossidy gave 
four years ago for improvements 


wore ee 


to the parks and recreation sys- 
tem. According to Parks Com- 
missioner Charles P. Garivaltis, 
DHT Golf originally told the city 
that it would pay to repair the 
errors in the park improvements 
that had already been made. 


One week after the Parks | 


Commission voted to have the city 


‘jook into the matter, DHT Golf 


Services returned to Pittsfield to 
correct some of the original errors 
that were made in the park 
improvements. The baseball prac- 
tice field at Clapp Park, however, 
has not been fixed because ae 
responsibility foy payment is sti 
cu ip ip a 
Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle. - 
com or at (413) 496-6224. - 








°>CBs suspected along riverbank 


CB from Ai 


od monitoring. This is really 
othing out of the ordinary.” 

Asked what the samples collect- 
d so far have shown, O”Toole 
aid, “[We] don’t know yet. We are 
till crunching some numbers and 
aking additional samples.” 

While most of the cleanup in 
3E’s Pittsfield plant and the 
Jousatonic River falls under the 
erms of a consent decree that was 
jinalized in 2000, Dorothy Amos 
Park does not, so it is being over- 
seen by the state Department of 
Environmental Protection, or 
DEP. 

DEP Deputy Regional Director 
Anna Symington said the park 
itself is safe and not contaminated. 
She said the suspect sites are con- 
fined to the river bank, which is 
separated from the play area by a 
chain-link fence. 

“We are figuring that this is 
residual from what the park used 
to be,” she said. 

When GE cleaned the park in 
1998, that cleanup did not extend 
to the riverbank, which borders 
the west bank of the river. Because 
the west bank does not flow past 
the GE plant, it has largely avoid- 
ed the pollution that spewed into 
the river during decades of GE 
operations. 

But in 2000, the DEP. detected 
PCB “hot spots” in the river near 
the park, with PCB concentrations 
ranging from 2,300 to 8,900 parts 
per million — thousands of times 
greater than the 2 parts per mil- 
lion that are allowed in residential 

properties. 

The Housatonic River Initiative 
has been calling for a full investi- 
gation of the Dorothy Amos site. 
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Winter 2006 ~ 


HRIs executive director, Tim 
Gray, said the resurfacing pollu- 
tion highlights flaws with the sam- 
pling system the government and 
GE have used throughout Pitts- 
field. 

Sites have been tested using a 
grid system, where samples are 
taken at evenly-spaced points 
within a property. But that means 
there are large areas that are 
never tested, and Gray said it “has 
failed time and time again” to 





Slip-slidin’ away 


All aboard the Polar Express 


Visitors to Pittsfield’s Clapp Park slide down the hill in i i 
eld’s a train formation yesterday. M 
yesterday’s combination of snow and good weather to enjoy the outdoors. y pee ke epee 


detect pollution on properties that 
were in fact heavily contaminated. 

“We have never had a lot of 
faith in the gridding process, and 
we think it is leaving contamina- 
tion behind on a lot the cleanup 
sites. ... It’s disheartening,” Gray 
said. 

GE used PCBs, or polychlori- 
nated biphenyls, until 1977, when 
the government banned their use. 
The toxin is considered a probable 
cause of cancer. #1 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Jim McGrath, the Pittsfield Park Commission’s executive who is also harbormaster 
for Lake Onota, stands trimumphant over removed fish screen at Onota outlet pipe. 
Screen clogged outlet during 2004-2005 drawdown requiring near daily cleaning. 
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+ Animal Life » Your Regional AniMagazine™ July, 2005 


“BARK IN THE PARK” 


By Susan M. Miller, CVT, CPDT Collie, “Torch”. Katie and “Liberty” and Stephanie and 
“Trevor” helped in this demonstration and you could tell 


Zack, my four year old Border Collie, and I attended the Berkshire Humane Society each dog was happy to be out performing agility. The best 
(BHS), “Bark in the Park” fundraiser on Sunday, May 22, 2005 and we both hada great _Part of the day was the fact that I could spend time playing 
time. Bark in the Park is BHS’s major annual fundraiser which helps to raise money and having fun with my dog, Zack. But following in at a 
providing the best possible care to the pets residing at BHS. close second was the fact that Zack, my very ambitious 

Berkshire Humane Society is a private, non-profit organization. It is an open admis- Border Collie, was fast asleep in the back of my car before 
sion shelter which provides a variety of services in Berkshire county including: refuge we were out of the parking lot. 
for homeless animals, free educational programs for school children, a pet food bank for Many thanks to Diane Briggs of the BHS, my contact 
economically distressed owners, and assistance for the Elizabeth Freeman Center in Po She and other staff members at BHS did a great 
providing battered and abused women with a safe haven for their pets during a crisis. job in putting this event together and Zack and I will - 
The welfare of our companion animals and the future of the BHS depend on the compas- definitely see everyone again next year! 
sion and generosity of others as seen on this very special day. 

Zack and I had fun at this event. Although the weather didn’t cooperate entirely, the 
group walk, activities, vendors, demonstrations and the contests made up for it. After 


¢ BOARDING e DOG FOODS 


registration, the day began with a blessing of the animals with Reverend Alexander ¢ GROOMING e PET SUPPLIES 
Stewart. I made sure to lay my hand upon Zack when the Reverend said the blessing and ° TRAINING e 
the crowd responded. I use the term crowd because despite the rain, there were a lot of 


dogs and their humans present. Crowd participation was definitely felt at this event. SAnv— —— 
——f CANINE ARTS NATURALLY 


— * Sesiie Everyone was raring to go, so off we went for the 1.5 mile walk around Pittsfield. 
Ce nte r sta g e@ i i \ den } iY 3 Volunteers armed us with poop bags as we gathered to cross the street with police 
: protection. What a sight we made with over one hundred dogs and their humans prom- 
City workers set up a large Christmas tree at Park Square this past enading down the street with raincoats, bandannas, umbrellas and poop bags. The event 
Friday. After decorations are age te Be ecvighung Ga was announced by John Perreault, BHS Shelter Manager who did a great job explaining 
emony will be held on Friday, December 2 at 7 p.m. the contests and demonstrations. He really kept the day flowing with every minute 
— mee —<—=—= — occupied with something to do with your dog. 
ee The Grand Marshall of the day was “Ace”, a three and a half year old Black Labrador GI M A’S Ke9 
Retriever. Each year BHS chooses one dog to be the Grand Marshall of the dog walk. ae 
oie by anda S s Ace came to BHS through the PetSafe program in February 2003. Ace’s original owner * BED & B REAKF. AST 
: had left an abusive situation from out of state and moved to the Pittsfield area. After a 

To the Editor of THE EAGLE: being in a foster home, it was determined that Ace should be given a job. He was Quality Care Pet Sitting 

Re oiy io is enna selected to train for the Dover, New Hampshire Police Department as a drug sniffing dog. in My Safe, Comfortable Home 

ihetrebinthot Clapp paienind- Ace, along with the other Dover Police Narcotics detection dogs were used in over sixty- | fe pS 

5 . . . Oo cages or kennels 

ed me of a letter that I wanted to five searches last year resulting in hundreds of thousands of dollars in drug seizures. Ace + Dogs participate in family lifestyle 518-329-4675 

write. I, too, have been delighted is partnered with Officer Cummer and resides in his home with his wife and two chil- * 1/2 acre fenced-in exercise yard 

at a a es SEF CHEES 7s dren. The demonstration with Ace sniffing out the bag of marijuana was remarkable. “riage Copake, NY 

Ho isin This was a dog who loved his job. He couldn't wait to get started and was so happy to | ‘Albinaed Memb MAPS sy 

ay young ‘sons and I discovered get his toy for a reward at the end of his work. 
hat two of the slides, the highest Zack tested for his Canine Good Citizen certificate with evaluator Edith Rodegerdts. 

an each structure, had been van- She clearly explained all of the required tests and gently guided Zack and I through each “ . = = 

Jalized. The ledges of both were _- : : 5 ate an te te a othe th x th ade hs 

surned, blackened, and scarred, section. I was proud of Zack as he passed with flying colors. Hopefully the beautiful L@ ike he he oa fae ae oe 

and under the swing set we found Borzoi that tested after us did as well. After the walk there were several contests for the eo M il Ve ° 

an empty box that had contained canines and their human companions. After watching the contest called Musical Sit, I a erton eterinary 


10 bottle rockets. thought that Zack could easily hold his own for this type of competition. (I should a , 
: y ype of competition. ( 3 Hospital, piic 


568 TORRINGTON ROAD (860) 489-8838 
LITCHFIELD, CT 06759 PAT JANSON 


I t tell how di int- A aout ; ; 

ing cane 3 ia woke scople mention that Zack recently had a femoral head ostectomy for his hip dysplasia with Dr. 

in our community find joy in ruin- Thomson of the Riverbend Animal Hospital and part of his rehabilitation called for leash : 
ing things for others — and chil- walks. What better place to obtain this objective and have fun at the same time.) So we uu, Now’an affiliate of 
sa tana oles Pron eis entered the next contest called Musical Downs. Similar to musical chairs for children, ~ Sand Road Animal 
Anaad satlic Hae meet: = when the music stops the dogs must lie down. Thanks to the nice women who helped me Hospital, Lc 
hope you'll call the police with any ; when I noticed I had forgot my treat pouch in the car. Zack came in third and I was eity 

information. smiling ear to ear. Other contests were the Best Kisser, the Fluffiest Dog, a Costume Our Caring Doctors 


BETH 05) |p Contest and the Whole Hog Contest. Zack and I also- entered this last contest which I atl and St aff look forward 


Pittsfield Nov. 18, 2005 T 34 | 0S each FHAABTE e eee eas 
This contest included two bowls. One for the humans and one for the dogs. The +, Rs Boe - 
cuisine was about the same for each but the human one contained things like an anchovy, ia, * sem perganeliye 
Ss bil 1 ioe tofu, a cookie, a marshmallow, an olive and a pepper. The dog’s bowl contained similar dey @ care and attention you 
nowmobdile trai gets second chance items but somehow Zack’s bowl looked more appetizing. I started out with a bang eating 4, dé Bave always received at 
2 ee users will again be allowed to utilize a section of Kirvin the marshmallow and oe at the aus time. This was a Py mistake because I don’t aa this very special hospital. 
ark en route to October Mountain this winter. ] like anchovies, but I washed it down with the cookie. When I saw Zack wasn’t going to rs) eae ’ 
aoe : i ; anded hours &F services will de 
The park commission on Monday approved allowing the Berkshire Snow finish his portion, I looked around to see one dog completely finished and his owner gt oP still ee pais Sos 
Seekers Snowmobile Club to maintain a trail at the site. quickly following suit. They won hands down and I was happy I didn’t have to eat the spear feria eorniperecn scat eecep tional bealehcare 


The club first received issi i i 5 sare sey ‘ 
2004-2005. geived Permission so have.the. trail for the.winter of pepper. Leea Foran of Foranimals gave an excellent mini workshop on TTouch which is 4a, 199 Route 44 East 


Gini l¥woovemnagccosatal tet ua ipenedle year sede aateee great for dogs of call ages and can help with training, fears and learning new behaviors. a 518-789-3440 * 800-789-8854 
president of the club. : Janet Deyers of Flying High Agility gave a great demonstration of agility with her Border www.sandroadanimals.com 


The organization pledged to follow the sa i i ae ‘ 
me protocol a = er : oat al a HA th a, ve 
cluding: P g last-year in oa ee EO ee 


: ‘ae ‘he “to ‘ae ‘di 
a gunthing the trail entrance and installing snow fence and wooden Write to us at: Anlife@aol.com or P. O. Box 1842, Lenox, MA 01240 


° post 10 mile per hour speed limit signs 

¢ remove all materials in early spring. 

Community services director Jim McGrath said the trial had proven 
successful. 


Evey Bune worked as expected, we really didn’t have any issues,” he 
said. 

McGrath said that the experiment addressed the reality that the park would 
be used by snowmobilers whether officially permitted or not. “People will 
use Kirvin park to get up to the snow mobile trails south of there,” he said. 

It's incumbent on us to control that as much as we can.” 

The director said the club had met its pledges to set up and keep an eye 
on the trail. “They know what theyre doing,” he said. “It’s a sport the 
take seriously.” f 

John Prendergast, who lives near the park, said the club’s trail did not 
generate any neighborhood complaints. “It stopped the snowmobilers who 
used to fly down the street,” he said. 
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Caroline Bonnivier / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Summer nectar 


A bee checks out a purple coneflower, or echinacea flower, in the gardens at 
Springside Park in Pittsfield. 


Pittsfield: Elizabeth Kulas, vice president of the Hebert Arboretum committee, on Tuesday tends toa garden near 
ORVs b : the North Street entrance to Springside Park. Additional volunteers are needed to “adopt gardens at 
anned from city the park. For information call Kulas at 443-5348. A Ay | Ds 


parks, school grounds Clapp Park is a 5 ai : 


The Parks and Recreation Department h i 
. a I 
reminds the community that the use of aes ve Ti? 


motorized off-road vehicles, including Tp the Euitor of THE EAGLE:- oe 
snowmobiles, is prohibited within city I just wanted to say how won- 
parks and school grounds. derful it is to drive by Clapp Park! 
The Parks Department has received and see it filled with children en- 
numerous complaints from residents joying the wonderful new play- 
regarding this issue. Park security person- ground equipment. The park has’ 
nel and the Pittsfield Police Department been all but empty for the last few 
are aware of this growing problem and years, but it has been full of happy 
will be strictly enforcing this and other children and parents on many 
park tules and regulations. recent afternoons since the new 
Fines for unauthorized use of off-road equipment was installed. 
vehicles within the parks can be up to Kudos to the Parks Commission, 
$200 per offense, and more if malicious and thank you Mr. Bossidy! 
damage occurs. MARTHA A. FEZZIE 
Residents are encouraged to call the Pittsfield, Nov. 10, 2005 
Pittsfield Police Department if they ob- : 
serve off-road vehicles, especially snow- 
mobiles, operating in city parks and 
school grounds. 
For information on where the use of 
off-road motorized vehicles is allowed 
visit www.pittsfieldparks.org. 
Ip 
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Arm in arm, 


let’s go walking 


Above, Shannon Gamberoni 
walks with her daughter 
Marley, 2, on a hill at Clapp 
Park in Pittsfield. At right, 


children take advantage of the 
recent sunny, warm weather to 


play on the park’s new play- 
ground. 


T 
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new playground 


Three parks get 


continued from page ! 


week’s Clapp construction. 

“J went down there the first day 
and there wasa womanstanding with 
her little boy,” said Persip. “He has 
pointing and pointing and couldn’t 
wait to try it out.” 

The mother, said Persip, told 
the chairwoman that she has been 
driving her son to Dalton to use a 
playground. 

“She was just so happy to get the 
equipment there,” said Persip. “It's 
about time we are moving for- 
ward.” 

McGrath said that the new Clapp 
and Deming playground structures 
meet modern standards for safety 

- and durability. 

“These will be state-of-the-art and 
hopefully well used,” he said. 

In addition to swings, the new 
equipment includes a structure de- 
signed for children ages 2 to5 and a 
structure for kids ages 5 to 12. 

“They areage appropriate and safe 
for all,” said McGrath. 

Provided weather conditions allow 
workers to meet goals, the Clapp 
playground equipment could be 
ready for use this weekend, with 
Deming available next week. 

“These will be usable as soon as 
the safety surfacing is installed and 
we get the go ahead,” said McGrath. 
“This is something that will pay divi- 
dends as soon as it’s open.” 

Persip hopes to see additional 
playground equipment upgrades, 
with remaining Bossidy money or 
through other sources. : 

“The next thing is to see who is 
going to be next,” she said. 

Persip recently obtained enroll- 
ment data from the school depart- 
ment to see population trends. 

“7 think if welookat the population 
of students going to certain schools 
and the enrollment in the schools, 
then we know that particular neigh- 
borhood needs a certain type of 
equipment,” she said. 

The commission has already com- 
mitted toinstall limited equipmentat 
Marchesio Park, a small facility that 
neighbors have repeatedly targeted 
for playground use. 

Persip alsolauded the Rotary Club 
for taking leadership to make the 
boundless playground a reality. 

“] think it’s a magnificent thing,” 
she said. “I commend them for tak- 
ing on such a big project... They 
certainly have put their nose to the 
grindstone.” 

The Rotary has worked on the 
project for more than two years. 
The facility —located near the North 
Little League baseball field — allows 

children to play side by side whether 
in a wheelchair or not. Ramps and 


ame} 
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equipment 


Installation work began this week for new playground equipment at Clapp Park. The new structures 
could be ready for use as early as this weekend. 


The Rotary is concluding fundrais- 
ing witha “buy a brick” program for 
the entryway to the playground. 

McGrath said that equipment 
for the boundless site will arrive 
soon. “It’s been moving along won- 
derfully,” he said. “The ground has 
beenbroken and the underground in- 
frastructure has all been installed.” 

Unlike the smaller play structures 
at Clapp and Deming, the boundless 
playground will not be ready for full 
use until the spring. 

“The construction is amuch more 
involved process,” said McGrath. 

Next Friday’s ceremony will 
include remarks by Rotarians and 
city officials as well as a symbolic 
groundbreaking. 


other amenities will make at least 70. 


percent of the playground accessible 
to children with disabilities. 


This diagram shows the layout 
for playground equipment that 
will be installed next week at 
Deming Park. 
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Playground projects advance 
Work commences at three city parks. 


Construction is underway for 
three new playgrounds. 

“It'sa good feeling,” said parks 
commission chairwoman Eleanor 
Persip. “For once, we’ve gotsome 
positive feedback.” 


Employees from Pettinelli and 
Associates of Vermont this week 
began installing $70,000 worth of 
playground apparatusat Clapp Park. 
As soon as they finish at the West 

Housatonic Street site, they’II shift to 
Deming Park, where $30,000 worth of 
equipment will be installed. 

Meanwhile, work began sev- 
etal weeks ago on the all-accessible 
boundless” playground being con- 
structed atSpringside Park. A formal 
groundbreaking for this privately 

funded, public facility will take 


F> Po 


Friday, O Place A pia aes 
riday, October 21 at 8:30 a.m. Play structure for ages two to five is one of the new amenities 


“It feels real good,” said parks being installed this week at Clapp Park. 


director James McGrath. “These 
/ : are— parks donation made by L = 
the types of projects we love to see idy. The boundless es hal 


in our parks.” beenspearheaded by the Rotary Club 


TheClappand Demin TO} e of Pittsfield whi h raised more than 
| SP yects ar 

Ja c 
| funded with funds from a $1 million $300,000 to launch what had been a 


stalled project. 
: Bruised from recent controversies 
involving field upgrades, Persip is 
reveling in the excitement of this 

See THREE page 15 
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| Breaking new 
| ground for kids 


By Scott Stafford 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 5 

PITTSFIELD — A playground wel- 
coming both the handicapped and able- 
bodied is under construction on Spring- 
side Avenue, after more than three years 
of campaigning, negotiating, fund raising 
and design. 

Many community groups, local compa- 
nies and individuals contributed money to 
the $350,000 Boundless Playground proj- 
ect, which offers 70 percent of its 1200- 
sqaure feet as accessible area to people 
using wheelchairs, walkers or crutches. 
The playground project was organized 


and orchestrated by the Rotary Club of 
Pittsfield. 

According to Donald Ferry, playground 
campaign co-chair, 15 to 17 percent of 


Berkshire County residents are disabled - 


“in one way or another.” 

“Different areas of the playground are 
designed for different levels of age devel- 
opment,” said Ferry. “The idea here is 
that everyone plays and that it gives every- 
one the ability to interact. This play- 
ground will give every kid the opportunity 


to be a kid first, whether they are disabled 


PLAYGROUND, continued on B3 
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‘Berkshire Design Group 


The Rotary-sponsored playground planned for Springside Avenue is modeled in this 
design drawing. : 
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Jesse Chase, who works with the Engin 


students’ potato-launcher for a test as colleague Dan Malacarne, r 


wUuIpVs, vow 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


eering Leadership Development program at General Dynamics, prepares his 


ight, looks on yesterday at Pittsfield Common. 


Schools, businesses give 
‘students ‘real life’ skills 


By Jenn Smith 
Berkshire Eagle Staff ‘ 

PITTSFIELD — Don’t try this at 
home. 

Armed with a “missile” launcher, a 
can of Aqua Net hairspray and a roll 
of yellow caution tape, a group of 14 
St. Joseph High School students and 
four General Dynamics engineers 
aimed for the sky and let off a few 
rounds — of potatoes, that is. 

This live lab is part of St. Joe’s Ca- 
reer Connection, a new initiative to 
partner local businesses with high 
school classrooms. The idea is to ex- 
pand the curriculum to include hands- 
on, “real life” experience while intro- 
ducing the students to career options 
in that particular field. 

Assistant principal Donna Quallen 
said that General Dynamics is the first 
team to work with students. She hopes 





Students say the 

project is ‘cool, 

‘interesting, and 
‘better than class. 


ee an SRST CT 


to work with Berkshire Medical Cen- 
ter to create a curriculum for anatomy 
and physiology students. : 

Before launching potatoes at Pitts- 
field Common, Nina Wojick’s physics 
students spent several weeks studying 
projectile motion and practicing 
velocity calculations. 

The General Dynamic’s team then 
explained the mechanics behind the 
design of the launcher: A system of 
PVC tubing equipped with an ignition 
switch and fueled by hairspray. 


The'students then used stopwatches 
to record the lapse of time from firing 
the potato until it landed on the 
ground. Distances ranged from 327 to 
377 feet. 

Students described the project as 
“cool,” “interesting,” and “better than 
class.” 

Engineers Dan Malacarne, Jesse 
Chase, Bob Bacon and Mark Rum- 
butis are part of the Engineering 
Leadership Development program at 
General Dynamics. 

The company hires college students 
to participate in a three-year program 
that allows them to explore the indus- 
try while pursuing a master’s degree. 

“It’s something cool for them and 
exciting for us to do outside of work,” 
said Malacarne. 

- “Teaching people is the best way for 
you to learn,” he added. 
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or not.” 

He said it will be a colorful, well 
landscaped environment with a 
variety of features, including 
slides, high-backed swings, climb- 
ing areas, different level walking 
paths, and stepping stones. 

A portion of the funding will be 
used to establish an endowment 
for the city to use on the play- 
ground to cover the cost of repairs 
and replacements, said Rotary 
Club Publicity Chairperson Pam- 
ela Knisley. 

The first contribution, $5,000, 
came from KB Toys when seed 
money was needed to kick off the 
fund raising, said campaign co- 
chair Christine Singer. 

During the ensuing months, a 
wide variety of special events and 
fund-raisers brought an increasing 
amount of funds to cover con- 
struction and design costs. 

At yesterday’s groundbreaking, 
Singer cited some examples of the 


«shires 


creative fund-raising techniques 
the community has witnessed in 
the effort to bring the playground 
to Pittsfield. 

There was a “Greek bake sale 
from the Greek Ladies Philopto- 
chos Society, the Sheeptacular 
event, a jellybean contest at the 
Pittsfield Cooperative Bank Dal- 
ton Avenue Branch, and the first 
annual Rotary Golf Tournament,” 
said Singer. 

She also noted that $6,800 was 
raised by school children, their 
parents and teachers, and that the 
Elks Club has “pledged to join 
Rotarians and the city of Pittsfield 
to maintain and protect this lega- 
cy.” 

Local children even had a hand 
in designing the playground con- 
cept, Singer said. Two years ago at 
the Berkshire Athenaeum, chil- 
dren were invited to a “Dream and 
Design Party,” she said. “Using 
Legos, markers, clay, pipe cleaners 
and. other supplies, the children 


: : Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Members of the Pittsfield Rotary Club break ground in a ceremony at Springside Park in Pittsfield cectat- 


day. The ceremony celebrated the start of construction on the all-access playground funded by Rotary. 


Work begins on all-access playground - 


PLAYGROUND from B1 


created 3D versions of a special 
playground with towers, tunnels, 
steps, ladders, bridges, benches, 
bars, mazes and more. When 
Rotary Park is complete, it will 
truly represent the best creative 
efforts of the children in our com- 
munity.” 

“Handicapped kids and adults 
will be able to get on the play- 
ground and interact with their 
able-bodied friends,” she said. 

Officials expect the playground, 
located adjacent to the baseball ° 
field in Springside Park, to open in ; 
the spring. = 

Pittsfield City Council President 
Gerald Lee said during the 
groundbreaking that the city is 
proud to see this effort come to 
fruition. “It is a perfect example of - 
what a community can do when . 
people come together in support 
of a good cause.” 


Scott Stafford can be reached at 


sstafford@berkshireeagle.com or 
(413) 496-6240. 
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Playing for keeps 


A new set of playground equipment stands almost ready for use yesterday at Clapp Park in Pittsfield. 
Funding for the ongoing project has been donated to the city by local benefactor Lawrence Bossidy. 
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Children and adults slide down and head back up the popular hill at Clapp Park in’ Pittsfield. 


| 
@ 

ee Dylan Lee, 13, of New Lebanon, N.Y., above, hits a jump and . 

soars over his two sisters Ashlie, 6, and Cailey, 8, lying side by 


The slopes at Clapp Park in Pittsfield __ side. Below, Ashlie rides a tube down the hill herself. 
are among the most popular in the city 
for sledding. 
These families made an outing of 
sliding together on Saturday after- 
ernoon, Dec. 17. 


Photos by Caroline Bonnivier 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Bob Kirkman of Pittsfield slides with his 
granddaughter Abijah Levi, 3, of Cheshire. 


ie Pittsfield Gazette December 29, 2005 


Upgrades to city parks funded with a 
donation by Larry Bossidy remained in 
the news, as work at some fields was 
deemed subpar. The issue remained 
hot at year’s end, with the city seeking 
some restitution from vendors. 
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Pittsfield: « rk ‘ 
Winter Carnival day 
has been rescheduled 


Due to the unusually warm 
weather, the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee has rescheduled 
the 61st annual Winter Carnival 
Family Day. Originally scheduled 
for Saturday, the event has been 
rescheduled for Jan. 28, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Controy Pavil- 
ion at Burbank Park. 


Thanks in part to well-timed : 
snow, the annual winter Carhival 


re e C5 
gained traction with perennial Clockwise from above: A hot air balloon soars over a 


events such as the toboggan 
races at Osceola Park. 


ittsfield: 
Winter Carnival event . 
offers fun for families 


The 61st annual Winter Carnival 
Family Day will be held from 10 
a.m, to 3 p.m, Saturday at the Con- 
troy Pavilion at Burbank Park in 
Pittsfield. Attendees should enter 
the Burbank Park parking area by 
way of Lakeway Drive from Val- 
entine Road. : 

- Weather permitting, the day will 

include snowshoe, sled and ice- 
skating races, a snow-sculpture con- 
test (bring tools), ice-fishing der- 
by, horseshoes, golf on ice, horse- 
drawn hay wagon rides, a kite-fly- 
ing contest (bring a kite), free bal- 
loons and refreshments. 

Registration for individual events 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. with competitions from 10 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Awards will be 
presented at 2 p.m. 

Registration for the ice-fishing 
derby will begin at 7 a.m. at the 
Controy Pavilion. The derby ends 
at 2 p.m. There is a modest fee for 
adults. Prizes will be awarded. 

Winter Carnival queen contest- 
ants will provide face painting, and 


Winter Carnival buttons will be ™ 


sold at two for $1. Money raised 
from these sales fund the Winter 
Carnival events. 

The event is free of charge and 
open to the public; children must 
be accompanied by an adult. For a 
schedule of all events, visit 
www.pittsfieldparks.org.- 

For cancellation information 
due to weather conditions, call the 
Parks Department at (413) 499- 


9343 from 9 a.m. p.m, tomor- 
row or Friday. / y)) £ 5/9 & 


Deadline extended 
for button contest 


PITTSFIELD — The deadline 
for the 61st annual Pittsfield Win- 
ter Carnival Button Design Con- 
test has been extended to Wed- 
nesday. 

Grade categories include: Kin- 
dergarten to 2; 3 to 5; 6 to 8, and 9 
to 12. Prizes will be awarded to 
each category winner and a grand 
prize will be awarded to an overall 
winner. The overall winning de- 
sign will be reproduced on a but- 
ton that is approximately 1/; inches 
in diameter. 

The contest criteria has been 
distributed to all schools in Pitts- 
field. 

Entries should be mailed or 
brought to Springside House, 874 
North St., Pittsfield, MA 01201 by 
Nov. 16. 

Entries will be judged by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee Inc. of the Department of Com: 
munity Services, Parks and Rec- 
reation. Button sales will com- 
mence in January. 

Further information: Spri ngside 
House at (413) 499- ok \ \ 2 \F 
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crowd at Onota Lake during yesterday’s 60th annual 
Winter Carnival in Pittsfield. The balloon was tethered - 
to the shore. Emily Koldys, 6, of Pittsfield yells as she 
slides downhill on her tube. Kayla Pravia, 7, of Peru uses 
a'can of spray paint to put the finishing touches on her 
family’s entry in the snow sculpture contest. 


Photos by Caroline Bonnivier / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Winter Carnival plans ski/tobogga aces 


PITTSFIELD — Downhill ski and 
toboggan races will take place this week- 
end as part of the 60th annual Winter 
Carnival. 

The downhill slalom races will be held 
tomorrow at 10 a.m. at Bousquet Ski 
Area. Registration begins at 9. Races are 


open to children ages 5 to 13. 


Trophies will be awarded for first 
through fifth place in each division: Ages 
6 and under; ages 7-9; ages 10-12, and 


ages 13-15. These categories are for non- 


trained racers only. 

Classes and awards will be duplicated 
for entrants with snowboards. 

Registration forms are available at 
Springside House, 874 North St. All rac- 
ers will need to have a parent or guardian 
available for a consent signature. 

The toboggan races will be held Sunday 
at Osceola Park on Gale Avenue. 

Registration is from 11 to 12:30 with 
timed runs starting at noon. Young racers 
will need a parent/guardiant signature. 


Categories include two-, three- and 


four-person toboggan teams for all ages. 
Entrants may participate on more than | 
one team. Toboggans are available for. 
loan, or participants may bring their own. — 


There is no entry fee for either event. 

Information: Dave Melle, ski meet 
chairman, at 684-3050; Ron Przedpelski, 
toboggan race chairman, at 447-9768, or 
Pittsfield onl ment of Community 
Services, 


d ae ion . 499- | 
9343, 


Apple ans available We Pittsfield Winter Carnival Queen contest 


PITTSFIELD — Co-chairmen 
Tina Melle and Michelle Hayes have 
announced that applications are now 
being accepted for the 2006 Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival Queen’s contest. 
This contest will be part of the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee 
Inc.’s Winter Carnival. The Winter 
Sports Committee Inc. is part of the 
Department of Community Services, 
Parks and Recreation. 

The applications will be avail- 
able at all Pittsfield high schools 
and on the Department of Parks 
and Recreation’s Web site at www. 
PittsfieldParks.org. They are also 
available at the Springside House, 


874 North St., Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The contest is open to all single 
girls ages 17 through 21 who have 


“never been married and have no 


children, and who live, attend 
school or work in Pittsfield, or who 
live in the adjoining towns of 
Dalton, Hancock, Lanesborough, 


‘Lenox or Richmond. 


Each contestant must sell a min- 
imum amount of Winter Carnival 
buttons to be eligible for judging 
at the Queen’s Coronation Ball on 
Saturday, Feb..18, at the Berkshire 
Hills Country Club. 

The sale of buttons is a separate 


contest and has no bearing on the 
judging of the queen and the lady-in- 
waiting, who will be chosen by a 
panel of judges based on their scores 
in different areas, including poise, 
personality, speech, appearance and 
Winter Carnival knowledge. 

Scholarships will be awarded to 
the queen and her lady-in-waiting, 
along with special gifts. Miss Con- 
geniality, to be selected by the 
queen contestants the night of the 
ball, and the contestant selling the 
most buttons will each receive ee 
cial gifts. 

The money raised by the sale of 
the button will be used to fund the 


Winter Carnival events, which 
take place throughout the winter. 
These events will include Family 
Day, toboggan races, ski races and- 
skating races and more. They will 
be open to the public of any ae 
and are free of charge. 

There will be a limit of 16 con- 


p.m. Applicants are asked to 
hand-deliver their applications to 
the Springside House on weekdays 
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

Information: Department of 
Parks and Recreation at (413) 499- 
9343. 


testants, and the deadline for filing \o | 
applications is Friday, Dec. 16, at 4 y | 
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Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Thursday, June 9, 2005 


Baseball’s back at Wahconah 


de 


: Photos by Caroline Bonnivier / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
A crowd of 2,058 was on hand for the Pittsfield Dukes’ opening. game at Wahconah Park last night. 


B By. Benning W. De La Mater 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — Youngsters sprinting, shoving, stumbling 
and diving for a ball iit foul over a fence. The strident snap of 
a hardball hitting leather. Deep fryers bubbling and blowing 
their scents over the crowd. 

The sights, sounds and smells of baseball rushed back to 
Wahconah Park like an inside fastball last night as 2,058 smil- 
ing fans filled the historic ballpark to see the Pittsfield Dukes 
play their first game in their new home. 

__ It was a scene Pittsfield resident Nick 
Mele, 75, has waited to see for years. 

“Just being able to see people enjoying 
themselves here is worth it,” said Mele, a 
season ticket holder who brought his 
grandson Kevin Shook, 12. 

The two sat slightly up the third-base 
side from home plate. Mele, who saw his 
first game in the park in 1941, didn’t attend 
many of the games of the Berkshire Black 
Bears, the last organized team to play here. But he was excit- 
ed to see the Dukes play because he thought this would be bet- 
ter competition. 

As for the park, there’s no competition. 

“Where else is there to watch baseball than good ol’ 
Wahconah Park?” he said. “It’s heaven.” 

The parking lot began to fill shortly before 6 p.m. Austin 
Nichols, 14, a seventh-grader from Reid Middle School, greet- 
ed drivers and waved them to parking spots. 

“It’s a good job for the summer,” he said. “I don’t have much 
to do so I might as well make money.” 

Nichols wasn’t sure how much he was making, but he was 
sure he was going to catch the game come the eighth or ninth 
inning. 

Businesses in the area were excited to have the Dukes for 21 
home games. At Paul’s Restaurant and Pizza, about half the 
outside deck was filled with patrons, and about half of those 


The Dukes won 
their home opener 
against the 
Torrington 
Twisters, 11-9. 
Game coverage, 
Page C1. 


Francis St. John, 9, and his brother Carl, 11, lean over the 
railing as they watch the game, on the alert for foul balls. 


Mildred Persip, 91, keeps score at last night’s Dukes game. 
At left is friend Phyllis Smith, who has attended games with 


Mildred since the Pittsfield Mets were in town. BASEBALL, continued on A4 
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Carnival on the Common 


General News. 




















People arrive at Wahconah Park in Pittsfield before the start of the Pittsfield Dukes game last night. 


Baseball returns to Pittsfield’s Wahconah Park 


BASEBALL from Ai 


were planning to go to the game. 

Jack Crane, 67, his wife, Gerry, 
67, son Curtis, 19, and his girl- 
friend, Amy Anderson, 22, had 
drinks and dinner before heading 
over to the park. 

“This was our plan,” Crane said. 
“It’s a perfect night out ... It’s 
great entertainment.” 

Owner Paul Parastatidis, 50, and 
Ward 7 Councilor Anthony Maf- 
fuccio, 35, were in the rear of the 
restaurant remarking on the posi- 
tive aspects of the Dukes” pre- 
sence. 

“It’s a great opportunity for the 
city,” Maffuccio said. “The park is 
in the heart of the city, so it just 
makes sense.” 

At Pepe’s Wings and Dogs, 
owner John Giardina offered a 
special of two dogs and a beer for 
$2.99. 

“This will definitely help busi- 
ness,” said Giardina, who bought 
two season tickets. “It will be great 
to see local talent play on the 
team, too. I think that’s going to 
be important.” 

Outside the Tahiti Takeout res- 
taurant, owner Patty Simonetta 
stood guard in front of her parking 
lot to make sure fans didn’t take 
spots away from customers. 

“[m_ impressed,” she said. 
“Everyone is smiling and the park- 
ing is being handled very well.” 

Her restaurant, to her pleasure, 
was also filled with patrons head- 
ing over to the park. 


Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Tuesday, May 24, 2005 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Workers for Gillette Shows set up the merry-go-round on the First Street Common yesterday. The annual carnival, which is marking its 58th year in 
Pittsfield, will open tomorrow and close Monday, May 30. It is sponsored by the Babe Ruth League. 


At the game, the Dukes’ chief 
operating officer, Rick Murphy, 
was serving as a jack-of-all-trades, 
securing a beer tent from blowing 
away in gusts of wind and greeting 
fans as they entered the gate. 

“I do it all,” said Murphy, 
adding, “I’m very pleased with the 
turnout.” 

Patrons bought beer — some 
carried two or three back to their 
seats — hot dogs, French fries, 
pizza and merchandise. Angela 
Ringie, 14, was working the mer- 
chandise booth. 

“ve sold more hats than shirts,” 
she said. “And baseballs. They’re 
popular.” 

At 7:20, ominous-looking clouds 
engulfed a setting sun in center 
field, to the delight of Phyllis, 70, 
and Douglas Smith, also 70. 

“We've had so many sun delays 
here,” Phyllis said. 

“This is only one of two [minor 
league] ballparks which face 
west,” Douglas said. 

The couple has been coming to 
games at Wahconah for decades, 
and they also have been hosting 
players at their home. This year, 
they have infielder Matt Maropis. 

A. strong wind picked up and 
blew a cloud of dirt across the field 
as two men attempted to toss 
plungers into a toilet bowl. In the 
far first base bleachers, a young 
teenage couple took advantage of 
the sparse crowd, locking lips 
while they thought no one was 
looking. 


On the third base side, three 
young boys played a game of 
“pickle,” using a water bottle and 
a dirty rag as bases. Kevin Shook 
ran back.to his grandfather, show- 
ing him an autograph he had just 
secured from first-round draft pick 
Matt Torra. Shook ended up get- 
ting three autographs last night. 

Back at the gate, Dukes owner 
Dan Duquette talked to a group of 
local friends. One of their sons was 
wearing a Yankee hat. 

“We’re going to have a ritual in 
the fourth inning every night 
where we burn all the Yankee hats 
behind home plate,” Duquette 
jokingly said. “No, we’re equal 
opportunity here.” 

Duke the Dog walked the 
grounds, waving hello to children 
and grown-ups alike. Some chil- 
dren let out frightened screams. 

Inside the bleachers, toward the 
back rows, 91-year-old Mildred 
Persip sat watching and scoring 
the game. She said that since 1965 
she has only missed two games at 


Wahconah, and that was because : 


of eye surgery. In 2003, the Black 
Bears honored Persip with the title 
“Mayor of Wahconah.” 

“T used to come here with my 
father and we’d sit in the box 
seats,” she said, her eyes staring 
out over the field as her mind 
pulled up the memories. 

“T just like being here,” she said. 
“It’s a nice place to watch a ball 
game.” 


Benning W. De La Mater can be 


Caroline Bonnivier / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


reached at  bdelamater@berk- 
shireeagle.com or at (413) 496- 
6243. 


shire Eagle 


A MediaNews Group 
Newspaper 
CIRCULATION, DELIVERY, 
SUBSCRIPTIONS, 413-496-6355 
From New York, New England: 
1-888-336-9222 
or email at: 
Subscribers@BerkshireEagle.com 
CONNECTING ALL 
DEPARTMENTS: 413-447-7311 
ISSN 0895-8793. Published every day 
by New England Newspapers Inc., 75 
South Church St., PRO. Box 1171; 
Pittsfield, MA 01202. Periodicals 

postage paid at Pittsfield, MA 01201 


Single copy: Mon.-Sat. 50 cents; Sun., 
$1.50. Back copy mail: Mon.-Sat. $1; 
Sun., $2.50 Subscription rates: Home 
delivery: 13 weeks: $58.86; 26 weeks: 
$99.00 52 weeks: $159.00; Sunday 
only: 13 weeks: $19.50; 26 weeks: 
$39.00; 52 weeks: $78.00; Weekend 
only (Sat. - Sun.) 18 weeks: $36.00; 26 
weeks: $52.00; 52 weeks: $104.00 


The publisher reserves the right to 
edit, reject or cancel any advertise- 
ment at any time. Only publication of 
an advertisement shall constitute final 
acceptance of an advertiser's order. 
TO EMAIL THE EAGLE 
News@BerkshireEagle.com 
Circulation@BerkshireEagle.com 


Council backs merger of city 


COUNCIL from Bi 


fiscal 2006 budget. 

Consideration of the consolida- 
tion proposal at last week’s School 
Committee meeting sparked spir- 
ited debate. The council, however, 
did not discuss the measure in 
great detail, as most of the mem- 
bers who spoke said they were in 
favor of the proposal. 

“I’m very happy to see that con- 
solidation is happening,” Ward 7 
Councilor Anthony V. Maffuccio 
said. “These are procedures that 
we need to look forward to. 
This may be a little step, but it’s a 
step in the right direction.” 

Replying to a question from 
Ward 6 Councilor Daniel L. Bi- 
anchi, Ruberto said that the mem- 
bers of the bargaining unit affect- 
ed by the merger had the opportu- 
nity to address the issues with city 
officials in both open and execu- 


tive session and that the Parks 
Department had presented a pro- 
posal stating the amount of money 
that the plan could save. 

Ruberto said “there was a rela- 
tively high degree of resistance” to 
the proposal when it was original- 
ly proposed, but that the School 
Committee ultimately decided 
that the merger was a “good 
move” that would save the city 
money. 

Referring to the proviso that 
allows the consolidation to be 
revoked, Councilor at large Mat- 
thew M. Kerwood described the 
measure as “a good test.” 

“If either party finds that it is 
not working, they can back out of 
it,” Kerwood said. “I give credit to 
the School Committee. I didn’t 
think they would approve it and 
they did.” 

Before the budget was approved 
last month, city officials shifted 


9 
$129,866 from the Parks Depart- 
ment’s maintenance and classified 
accounts into the school budget 
until the matter could be resolved. 
Ruberto told the council last night 
that “things will be reversed 
again,” but the council has to con- 
sider that matter in a separate 
order before the funds can be 
returned to the accounts from 
which they came. 


Herman on parks board 


In other business last night, the 
council voted unanimously to ap- 
point John P. Herman of Holmes 
Road to a five-year term on the 
Parks Commission. Herman re- 
places Gene Nadeau, whose term 
expired in May. A member of Ru- 
berto’s campaign committee, Her- 
man is also a past president of the 
Pittsfield South Little League and 
a former board member of both 
the Pittsfield Boys’ Club Youth 


school grounds crews 


Hockey Program and the Tri-State 
Youth Hockey League. 

The council also voted to ap- 
prove transfers of $142,368.12 be- 
tween accounts of the Department 
of Public Works and Utilities and 
$61,043.88 between accounts of 
workers compensation and public 
works to pay for deficits in the 
sand/snow and ice removal ac- 
count. 

Councilor at large Patricia 
“Pam” Malumphy said she was up- 
set that Public Works Commis- 
sioner Bruce Collingwood was not 
in attendance to explain why such 
a large transfer was needed, but 
Richard Bordeau, the city’s treas- 
urer and director of finance, said 
the council needed to approve the 
transfers last night or run the risk 
of having the deficit affect the 
city’s tax rate. 












In Pittsfield 


Park 
merger 
studied 


By Jack Dew 

Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — Mayor James M. 
Ruberto will ask the City Council for 
authorization to discuss merging the 
school system’s grounds crew into the 
group that tends Pittsfield’s parks, a long- 
contemplated move that he estimates 
would save a minimum of $30,000 a year. 

If the consolidation plan wins approval. 
from the School tt eT 
Committee and 
clears the budg- 
et process in 
June, it would 
take the three 
employees who 
mow the grass, 
clear the side- 
walks and plow 
the parking lots 
of the Pittsfield public schools and make 
them part of the Parks Department. 

The new staff of eight people would 
share responsibility for all the park and 
school grounds. Ruberto and Director of 
Community Services James McGrath, 
who oversees the parks, expect the change 
would lead to a more efficient system and 
save money on overhead, equipment and 
— since parks workers are paid less than 
school employees — salaries. 

“I believe the benefits of this consolida- 
tion will save $30,000 a year,” Ruberto 
said in a telephone interview yesterday. 
“Plus it will allow us to better utilize all of 
the assets that are owned by the Parks 
Department and the schools.” 

Consolidation between the city-side and 
school-side of the budget has been a long 
and hotly debated topic in Pittsfield. Past 
efforts have stumbled on political opposi- 
tion or faltered when study showed con- 
solidation was impractical. 

Ruberto said he thinks this move “is the 
easiest of all consolidations between the 
‘city and the schools, and J think it could 
most easily be implemented at the begin- 
ning of the new fiscal year in July, when 
school is out.” 

McGrath said he expects having a sin- 
gle, larger department would ease the sea- 
sonal workload. In the winter, when the 
demands of the parks are fewer, the com- 
bined crew could concentrate on plowing 
school grounds. In the summer, when the 
schools are out, the staff can focus on 
mowing grass at the parks and preparing 
the athletic fields. 

McGrath said the city and the schools 
have a number of pieces of duplicate 
equipment like tractors and ball field 
groomers. Consolidation would mean that 














Ruberto wants 
to merge the 
school grounds 
crew and city 
parks staff. 
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the city would not have to pur- 
chase new equipment for several 
years. - 

Both Ruberto and McGrath 
said they hope the consolidation 
can be done without forcing any 
layoffs. Ideally, three school 
employees would move into the 
city’s Parks Department. 

The City Council meets on 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. in the council 
chambers of City Hall. The meet- 
ing will be televised by Pittsfield 
Community Television on channel 
18 for Time Warner subscribers. 

If the council approves the 
mayor’s petition, it will clear the 
way for him to take his proposal 
to the School Committee, which 
must also sign off on the plan 
before it could be implemented. 
But even if the council rejects it, 
Ruberto could still pursue the 
proposal and try to make it a part 
of his budget in June. : 


Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew@berkshireeagle.com or at 
(413) 496-6241. 
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Grounds crews could merge 
after city budget is approved 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


lion fiscal 2006 spending plan. 
“I anticipated that this would 


nance account and unclassified 
expenses into the school budget. 
The revision does not change the 


happen before now and that an 
agreement could have been forged 
which could have been presented 
to both the School Committee and 
the City Council when we reached 
the budget process,” Ruberto said. 

“Unfortunately, that hasn’t 
occurred,” he added. 

With the matter still unresolved, 
Ruberto said he decided to pull 
the consolidation plan from con- 
sideration while he put his city 
budget proposal together. 

Travis said the projected $50,000 
in savings to the city would occur 
because the three School Depart- 
ment employees would make a 
lower salary when they join a dif- 
ferent collective bargaining unit. 

The consolidation plan is opposed 
by the union that represents the 
school grounds and maintenance 
workers, the Massachusetts Fede- 
ration of Teachers and some mem- 
bers of the School Committee. 

Ruberto said last week that he 
believed that the three School 
Department employees would be 
able to “bump” out less qualified 
employees when they enter a dif- 
ferent bargaining unit. The workers 
they replace would be able to apply 
for positions that become vacant 
through attrition or other means. 

“J don’t see this to be an inconven- 
ience to the exiting school grounds 
crew workers,” Ruberto said. 

With an agreement yet to be = 
reached, Ruberto last week revised e 
his fiscal 2006 city budget proposal \ 
by moving a combined total of : 


PITTSFIELD — The proposed 
consolidation of the School and 
Parks departments’ grounds main- 
tenance crews, first discussed in 
April, could be resolved after the 
city’s fiscal 2006 budget is approved, 
according to Mayor James M. 
Ruberto and Superintendent of 
Schools William D. Travis. 

Travis said the financial ramifica- 
tions of moving three School 
Department grounds maintenance 
employees into the five-member 
Parks Department crew still need 
to be resolved before an agreement 
can be reached. Those discussions 
probably won't take place until 
after the city and school budgets 

have been approved, he said. 

“All I can say is, while we contin- 
ue to have discussions, all the finan- 
cial ramifications of moving equip- 
ment and personnel haven’t been 
reached at this point,” Travis said. 

Both the School Department 
and the City Council have to 
approve identical agreements for 
consolidation to occur, he added. 

“I think it can be resolved,” the 
superintendent added. “But you 
have to go after the largest thing 
on your plate first before you have 
dessert.. The largest item on our 
plates for both sides now is the 
budget.” 

Ruberto has said that consoli- 
dating both departments would 
save Pittsfield $50,000, a projected 
savings that is currently being off- 
set by reducing that sum from the 
city’s contribution to the school 


$110.7 million figure in Ruberto’s 
budget proposal. But it does in- 
crease the proposed school budget 
from $42.8 million to $43 million, 
decrease the proposed parks main- 
tenance budget from $427,542 to 
$317,676 and reduce the unclassi- 
fied expense account from $32.7 
million to $32.69 million. 

Once an agreement on consoli- 
dation has been reached, Ruberto 
said those funds will be ‘returned 
to their respective accounts. 

The City Council is currently dis- 
cussing Ruberto’s entire budget pro- 
posal in three budget hearings. The 
council gave preliminary approval 
to the revised parks maintenance 
budget on June 15, and will review 
the school budget and unclassified 
expense account this week. 

The city has realized a savings of 
$60,000 by consolidating the 
Emergency Management Depart- 
ment into the Fire Department. 

“The financial opportunity for 
savings is here, and it’s an oppor- 
tunity for all of us to recognize,” 
Ruberto said. 

Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 


at tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.com 
or at (413) 496-6224. 


budget in the mayor’s $110.7 mil- 


$229,866 from the parks mainte- 


St. Agnes’ third-grader Dorianna Reardon does an Irish dance for classmates during a St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration yesterday. 
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endorses 
erounds 
merger 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The City Council last night follow 
the School Committee’s lead and approved the merger 
the School Department’s grounds crew with the Parks D 
partment. 

The council voted 9-0 to approve the merger, whi 
Mayor James M. Ruberto has said will save the ci 
$50,000 through a consolidation of operating expens: 
and capital. 

Ward 4 Councilor Ozias “Chuck” Vincelette was absei 
last night due to a family emergency, while Ward 5 Cor 
ncilor Jonathan N. Lothrop was out of state, according 1 
Council President Gerald M. Lee. 

The School Committee approved the measure la: 
week. 

The merger means that the Parks Department will a: 
sume the maintenance duties for school grounds that for 
merly came under the School Department’s jurisdictior 
The consolidation will not cost any city employees thei 
jobs, officials have said. 

The three School Department employees affected b 
the consolidation have bid on custodial jobs within th 
public schools that have been vacated by either attritioi 
or retirement. 


Can be reversed at later date 


Under state law, both the City Council and the Schoo 
Committee can vote to revoke the measure if they deter 
mine the plan does not work. 

: The consolidation of the two services was first discussec 
in April, but had stalled while officials worked out the fi. 
nancial ramifications involved in bringing two depart- 
ments’ grounds maintenance duties under one entity. 
Both Ruberto and former Superintendent of Schocls Wil- 
liam D. Travis said last month that they believed the mat- 
ter would be resolved after the council approved the city’s 
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Lake drawdowns start on Monday 


The city’s annual drawdown for both Onota and Pontoosuc lakes will 
begin on Monday. The lakes will be drawn down approximately 3 feet below 
spillway elevations. The lakes will remain at these elevations through the 
winter months, with refill beginning in spring 2006. Any questions regarding 
lake drawdown should be directed to the parks a iN at 499-9343. 
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Pittsfield school board OKs 


merger of grounds crews 


GROUNDS from B1 


measure would not be easy, and 
that the School Department would 
still lose the “expertise” provided 
by the three current employees. 
“We have it in writing,” Massi- 
miano said, referring to the revo- 
cation provision. “I don’t think 
there will be damage to the school 
system. I really do believe in the 
commitment of the city. We ought 
to trust them. If we’re going to 
have a a merger, this one is tolera- 
ble. ... This seems to be an oppor- 
tunity to see if it can work.” 
Amuso said she agreed with van 
den ‘Honert, but Elias and Ra- 
mirez said they were willing to see 
if the consolidation will work. 
“My main selling point for this is 
better service for the fields,” said 
Elias, who also coaches several 
youth sports. “If it doesn’t work 





out, and I’m still here, I’ll be the 
first to push against it.” 

“J’m not in favor of consolida- 
tion as a procedure,” Ramirez 
said, while agreeing with van den 
Honert that the city does not have 
a good track record when it comes 
to maintaining school property. 

“There are certain controls that 
the School Committee should ne- 
ver give up,” he added. “This isn’t 
one of them.” 

New Superintendent of Schools 
Katherine E. Darlington, presid- 
ing over her first meeting, said she 
was also in favor of the proposal. 

“As superintendent, I feel very 
comfortable with this opportunity 
for the city and the School De- 
partment to act collaboratively,” 
Darlington said. 


Tony Dobrowolski can be reached 
at tdobrowolski @berkshireeagle. 
com or at (413) 496-6224. 
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School board approves merger of groun 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — In its first meeting of 
the new fiscal year, which began July 1, 
the School Committee last night ap- 
proved the consolidation of the School 
Department’s grounds crew with that of 
the Parks Department, a merger that 
Mayor James M. Ruberto has said could 
save the city $50,000. 

The board voted’ 4-2, with one member 
abstaining, to approve the consolidation 
plan, which was first discussed in April. 

Chairman Carmen C. Massimiano Jr., 
Vice Chairman Daniel C. Elias, Angel G. 








Ramirez Jr. and Ruberto voted in favor, 
with Katherine A. Amuso and Dorothy J. 
van den Honert opposed. Michael J. 
Castronova, attending his first meeting 
since being named to serve the remaining 
six months of the term of recently 
resigned board member Joseph A. Maf- 
fuccio, abstained. 

Before voting to approve the plan, the 
board voted 4-3 to defeat Amuso’s motion 
to table the issue until the School Com- 
mittee’s next meeting on Aug. 10. Amuso 


suggested the measure be postponed’ 


because no one from the grounds crew 
was in attendance last night, and she was- 


n’t sure the people affected by the merger 
were aware that it had been approved. 
The City Council also has to approve 
the plan before it can go into effect. 
Ruberto said last night that the measure 
will be presented to the council for con- 
sideration at its next meeting on Tuesday. 


Mayor confident of passage 


“[’m very confident that this will pass 
next Tuesday,” the mayor said. 

During discussion, Ruberto asked the 
School Committee to support the plan, 
saying the advantages and disadvantages 
of consolidation had already been dis- 


cussed, and that merging the two depart- 
ments would result in both cost and bene- 
fit savings to the city. 

“I strongly urge you to support this,” he 
said. 

Ruberto said the city would save 
$50,000 through a combination of operat- 
ing expenses and capital that would be 
required to duplicate the same equipment 
used by both departments if they 
remained separate. 

In loud and passionate remarks, van 
den Honert said she was against the con- 
solidation plan because she believed the 
city was trying to usurp the School 


ds crews . 


Committee’s control of its own grounds 
crew, the city’s track recordsfér-perform- 
ing school building maintenance: is poor, 
and the money the city would save was not - 
enough for the plan to be worthwhile. 

“Y’m strongly opposed .to: the whole 
idea,” she said. 

But Massimiano said that a provision of 
state law that would allow both the School 
Committee and the City Council to re- 
voke the measure made consolidation 
worth a try. 

Van den Honert said that revoking the 
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By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The Parks 
Commission has scheduled a spe- 
cial meeting for tomorrow night at 
7 to discuss guidelines for the use 
of historic Wahconah Park. 

Some board members have ex- 
pressed an interest in developing 
regulations for the use of the 3,100- 
seat stadium because the commis- 
sion was not directly involved in the 
negotiations regarding the one-year 
license agreement that allowed the 
New England Collegiate Baseball 
League’s Pittsfield Dukes to use the 
ballpark this summer or in the sold- 
out Bob Dylan/Willie Nelson con- 


cert at Wahconah Park on June 23. 
The Parks Commission did vote 
to approve both the Dukes’ license 
agreement and a request to use the 
park for a concert on June 23. But 
the license agreement was devel- 
oped without the board’s direct 
input, while the commission gave 
concert promoter Gene Fein per- 
mission to use the ballpark in 
March without knowing any details 
other than that the concert per- 
formers were nationally known. 
“Right now, shame on us, there 
are no guidelines for Wahconah 
Park,” board member Michael P. 
Filpi said. “We don’t want to put 
ourselves in the position where one 


ime Berkshires 


person is getting one thing while 
someone else is getting others.” 

Chairwoman Eleanor Persip said 
the board discovered it had no guide- 
lines for the uses and regulations of 
Wahconah Park following a lawsuit 
that was filed against the commission. 
She said those guidelines are needed 
so that the board can determine 
which groups can use Wahconah Park 
and which groups cannot. 

Persip said the board will only 
discuss the issue tomorrow, not vote 
to establish a set of usage criteria. 

The discussion of guidelines is 
the only item on the agenda. The 
board has scheduled a special meet- 
ing to discuss the issue because the 


consulting firm that advised the city 
on athletic field improvements in 
Pittsfield’s parks is scheduled to 
appear July 18 at the commission’s 
next regularly scheduled meeting. 

Filpi said he plans to ask the com- 
mission to discuss the establishment 
of a fee structure for the use of 
Wahconah Park and guidelines to 
determine each party’s responsibility. 

Under state law, park commis- 
sions can establish rules that both 
govern and regulate the use of 
parks, and are allowed the same 
authority that is granted to other 
public officials, such as mayors, 
aldermen, select.boards and road 
commissioners, in places that are 
under their jurisdiction. 


Filpi said that he has obtained a 
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Commission to consider Wahconah Park rules 


‘Panel to discuss terms of use, fee structure 


copy of a lease regarding a recent 
Dylan concert at a minor league base- 
ball stadium in Bowie, Md., in which 
the commission that runs the facility is 
listed as the granting authority. 

Critics of the Dylan/Nelson concert 
at Wahconah Park have said that the 
city should have agreed to obtain a 
share of the proceeds from a concert 
by two nationally known musicians 
before allowing the show to take 
place. 

But Mayor James M. Ruberto has 
said that the city viewed the 
Dylan/Nelson show as a chance to 
promote the city, not to make money. 

Although no license agreement 
between the city and Fein was ever 
drawn up, Fein paid the city 


Mayor selects politica 


approximately $6,000 for the use of 


the park. The show also provided a 
financial boost to businesses that 
are located in the park’s vicinity. 

Former board member Gene 
Nadeau; who was chairman in 
March, said he was reluctant to 
insist that a license be required for 
Fein to use Wahconah Park this 
summer because a fee structure 
for the facility had never existed. 

“Guidelines are wonderful if 
they’re guidelines,” Ruberto said. 
“If they allow for discretion within 
a context.” 

He said he would be concerned 
if the Parks Commission establish- 
es guidelines that limit activities at 
the park. 

“Rules and regulations move 


beyond guidelines,” he said. pee 
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ally for Park Comrhission 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


offices between 1982 and 2000. 


Herman also was a member of the 


stadium building committee, the 
group that formed to construct the 
proposed new stadium in Pittsfield 
before that project was defeated four 
years ago. Ruberto has not seen eye 


Fences, parking & politics | 


The Big T then hedges. He says the reason for the _ 
delay is the matter of bollard fencing pending before 


PITTSFIELD — Mayor James 
M. Ruberto will ask the City Council 
tonight to approve the appointment 
of a member of his campaign com- 


Good fences make good neighbors, unless there’s no 
fence. Good parking lots make better neighbors, unless 


there’s no parking lot. 

First the fence. We don’t know when, but we know 
what. The fence behind Pepe’s Wings & Dogs at 119 
Wahconah Street got taken down, effectively merging 
its parking lot with the city-owned Wahconah Park 
parking lot and thereby providing the establishment 
with free, expanded parking. 

If you asked every tavern, grille, gin joint, polo court, 
noodle bar, and tannery owner if he or she would like 
the city to provide free parking for customers, you’d 
get 100% sign up. But short of the municipality offer- 
ing such a program, businesses cannot take it into their 
own hands and destroy, alter, remove, or deface city 
property. 

To do so requires authorization, 
a signed piece of paper from some- 


the Parks Commission. He asks, “Why have [Pepe’s] 
place a chain link fence up at his cost if we intend to 
rip it down in the near future?” Good question. The 
answer would be: “Because they took it down without 
permission.” Even if the commission approved a dif- 
ferent style of fencing the next day, taxpayers need to 
be made whole. It sets a healthy precedent if the fence 
goes back up immediately. 

Maffuccio says bollard fencing would be more at- 
tractive, would prevent “four wheeling” in the lot 
after each rainstorm (a problem of which I was not 
aware}, and would “stop the drug dealing that takes 
place on [the] fence line where it is now shadowed by 
overgrown brush.” 

I agree with Tony’s point about 
the ugliness of the current fence. As 


one in authority. Is there a mayoral 
document that allows removal of 


Planet Valenti 


part of thelong-term beautification 
of Wahconah Park, the fence will 


mittee to fill a vacancy on the Board 
of Park Commissioners. 


John P. Herman, a 59-year-old 


optometrist, has been selected by 
the mayor to replace Gene Nadeau 
on the five-member commission. 
Herman’s term is for five years. 


Nadeau’s term expired in May, 


~but he stayed on the board until a 
replacement could be found. 


Ruberto said Herman “grew up in 


the city’s parks” and has extensive 
experience 
According to his résumé, Herman 
previously served as president of the 


in youth activities. 


Pittsfield South Little League, and 
on the board of directors of both the 
Pittsfield Boys’ and Girls’ Club 
Youth Hockey program and the Tri-- 


to eye with some members of the 
Parks Commission, and some of that 
friction surfaced this winter during the 
negotiations that brought the New 
England Collegiate Baseball League’s 
Pittsfield Dukes to Wahconah Park. 


In response to a question re- 


garding qualifications, the mayor, 
who grew up with Herman, said 


that his friend’s previous service 


on his campaign committee had 
nothing to do with his nomination 


to the Parks Commission. 

“I would, think that would be an 
issue raised by a cynic,” Ruberto said. 
“Here we have in John Herman 
someone who was born and raised in 
the Pittsfield parks, been involved in 


By Dan Valenti 


various park-related activities ... and 
a section of Wahconah Park fence? P 


Is there something from the Parks 

Commission, director of community services, or city 
council? No such document has been produced and 
for a good reason. The odds are infinitely small that 
such a document exists. 

In and of itself, a section of removed fence is no big 
deal, but that’s the wrong way to look at it. Abuse of 
publicresources should never beseen in isolation. Other- 
wise, we'd excuse a worker taking city blacktop to pave 
his driveway. We'd bless each time a public employee 
misuses a taxpayer-owned cell phone or takes a city- 
owned vehicle for personal use. Those things happen 
all the time, but we can’t say theyre OK. 

There are four larger issues involving the fence. 

1. Permission: The city can’ tafford to allow businesses 
or individuals to “freelance” in the unauthorized use, 
and therefore the abuse, of municipal resources. The 
logical end of that is anarchy. 

2. Conservation: In removing the fence, they messed 
with wetland property. Where is the conservation com- 
mission? Why didn’t they make noise? We've heard for 
years why it’s allegedly so difficult to fix the Wahconah 
Park lot because it’s wetland. Changes to wetlands re- 
quire a process slightly less complicated than reaching 
a Middle East peace accord. Yet in this case, someone 
simply bulldozed the fence down. 

3. Liability. Pepe’s serves alcohol. It’s hard to believe, 
but some patrons of bars drink to excess (it sounds like 
science fiction, but it’s been known to occur). What 
happens if a tipsy customer comes out, trips where the 
fence used to be, and bangs his head on a car bumper 
on city property getting seriously injured? Is the city 
on the hook? : 

4. Politics. Terry Kinnas confirmed a September 
conversation with Ward 7 Councilor Tony Maffuccio 
regarding the removed fence. Kinnas said The Big T 
promised that by Oct. I the fence would be replaced 
at Pepe’s expense. 

What happened? Why did Maffuccio back off? Was 
it the result of political pressure, namely, thethreat of 

. Opposition in this year’s Ward 7 council race? 

The Big T has since proposed bollard fencing for Wah- 
conah Park. That’salow-lying, wood-beam fencesystem 
that’s not really fencing but more a perimeter barrier. 
You see bollard fencing at Onota Lake, for example. In 
an email to my radio show, Maffuccio provided some 
information: “First let me inform you that...Pepe’s is 
willing and ready to replace the fence he took down or 
place a wooded balard [sic] fence up at his cost.” 

That’s good enough for me, and the sooner the bet- 
ter. 


have to be upgraded. As for four- 
wheeling, why would it be more 
difficult with bollard fencing than regular fencing? 
Finally, the drug dealing points not to a fencing prob- . 
lem but a policing problem. The Big T did not address 
the question of political pressure or getting squeezed 
to back off. 

The solution is clear: At its own expense, the estab- 
lishment should immediately replace the chain-link 
fence, independent of the pending Parks Commission 
decision. If the business does that, then fair-minded 
citizens would have to call “no harm no foul” and 
consider the affair honorably settled. If, however, the 
plowed down fencing remains as is, the city needs to 
consider an appropriate response. 


Speaking of parking lots, what's with the parking situ- 
ation behind city hall? They’re having roof work done 
there, with a Westfield company getting the contract. 
We won't even go there. Let’s assume the city got the 
best deal at the price for the best work and no Pittsfield 
companies were deemed competitive enough by the 
city to win the job. 

Officials have taped off the parking lot behind city 
hall while the workis being done. Meanwhile, displaced 
city officials who normally park behind the building 
have been assigned prime, front-row parking along the 
west side of the First Street parking lot, where it borders 
Pearl Street. The #1 spot goes to the mayor, then you 
see 17 spaces set aside for other officials. 

Was there a thought to the people who have been 
displaced by this preferred parking? Many people who 
work in nearby buildings normally use that parking, to 
say nothing of downtown visitors. Well, guess what? 
Tough cookies to those folks. Apparently, they’re not 
important enough to rate_a reserved spot in rug row. 
The ordinary citizen’s quest for an open spot has be- 
come a daily, nerve-wracking crapshoot. God forbid 
city officials should have to endure the trials of mere 
mortals. 

That's bad enough, but to rub salt into the wound, 
the city has been ticketing cars $10 a pop. Talk about 
royalty having a tin ear for the daily struggles faced 
by the little guys. 

So here are my questions: (1) when will the roof work 
be done? (2) Why didn’t officials use an occasion toshow 
solidarity with regular folks and not give themselves 
preferential treatment? And (3) why ticket people? 

What is it about parking that drives this town into 
meltdown? 

How come, after all these years, the town still can’t 
do it without shooting itself in the foot? 


———_—_—_—_—_— EE 


State Youth Hockey League. 
Besides being a member of Ru- 
berto’s campaign committees in both 
2001 and 2003, Herman also served 
as chairman of former Mayor Gerald 
S. Doyle Jr.’s campaigns for various 


you ask what his qualifications are? 


“Gosh,” the mayor said. 

“One of the best park commission- 
ers we've éver had was my dentist, 
Robert Kirvin,” Ruberto said, “and 
there’s even a park named after him.” 


Pittsfield: 
Parks Department is 


selling compost bins 


The Pittsfield Parks and Recrea- 
tion Department is offering com- 
post bins for sale Saturday from 9 
to 11 a.m. at the Springside House, 
874 North St. The rodent-resistent 

-compost bins cost $25 and come 
unassembled for easy transport. 

The bin size is adjustable and 
can accommodate up to 24 cubic 
yards of material. Average house- 
holds. can compost between 500 
and 1,000 pounds of organic mate- 
rial each year in the bins, produc- 
ing a rich soil supplement out of 
material that would otherwise be 
disposed. The compost bins were 
obtained through a grant received 
from the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protec- 
tion, allowing the city to sell the 
bins at half of their normal retail 
cost. For information: Parks 


Department at (413) Viale fs 
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' Mary Zabian, 9, dressed as Sully from Monsters Inc., 


Photos by Caroline Bonnivier / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


holds the Winnie the Pooh head for her stepfather, Tom Mazzeo, as he clears 


out a wagon for twin daughters Maggie and Nicole Mazzeo, 2, before the start of the parade yesterday. 


Thrills float through city 


& 


Samantha Reu, 6, and her brother 
Patrick, 2, of Pittsfield watch the 
start of the parade. 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
PITTSFIELD — A gaggle of ghosts, a flock 
of penguins and a pirate ship took over North 
Street last night for the. city’s 61st annual 
Halloween parade. 
The Taconic High School marching band 


_ played Michael Jackson’s “Thriller,” the pupils 


of Allendale Elementary School dressed as 
penguins and waddled down North Street, and 
Crosby Elementary School re-created ancient 
Egypt before a crowd estimated at between 
3,000 and 4,000 people by the Pittsfield Parks 
Department, which organized the event that 
was underwritten by Greylock Federal Credit 
Union. 

The crowds that lined the sidewalks were 
just as entertaining as the parade participants, 
with many children and adults giving their 
Halloween costumes an early debut. Jennifer 


Vasolino escorted her niece Katrina, 7, dressed 


oo eee 


as a pretty — not scary — witch, and nephew 
Nicholas, 4, who dressed as a ninja, complete 
with mask and daggers. 

“It’s tradition. We do it every year, and we 
are happy that Pittsfield can still do it,” 
Vasolino said. “It’s not a long parade, but we 
still come out here anyway and support 
Pittsfield.” 

Lori Phelps herded her daughters, 3-year- 
old Brooke and 2-year-old Alyssa, up North 
Street to meet family before the parade start- 
ed. The two girls, dressed as plush, fluffy 
pumpkins, wore black shoes that lit up with 
flashing lights with every step. They skipped 
and jumped, far more interested in their own 
costumes than the crowd around them. 

“It’s their first,” Phelps said. “We went to the 
Fourth of July [parade], but this is our first 
Halloween one. ... I like the fact that everyone 


PARADE, continued on A3 


Pare brings out a few thousand people 


they put into it.” 


PARADE from Ai 


is involved, it’s a big communi- 
ty event, there are a lot of partici- 
pants, a lot of diversity.” 

Connie and Mike Flynn dressed 
as Sally and Jack the Pumpkin 
King from Tim Burton’s ghoulish 
movie, “The Nightmare Before 
Christmas.” 

For their 7-year-old daughter, 
Clara, Halloween is about trick- 
or-treating; she used the parade to 


try out her Obi-Wan Kenobi cos- 
tume, complete with light saber. 
The couple’s 14-year-old son, 
Kyle, attended the parade sans 
costume. 

For Connie and Mike, Hallo- 
ween is about fun. “We love Hallo- 
ween. It’s fun to pick a character 
and try to be that character,” Con- 
nie said. “I really like how the dif- 
ferent schools and organizations 
get together and make the floats, 
and it’s fun to watch the different 
ones go by and how much work 


At the end of the night, Crosby 
Elementary School’s float — a 
Nile boat bedecked with King Tut 
and Cleopatra look-alikes — won 
first prize in the float judging. 
Williams School and Greylock 
Credit Union took second place 
with their giant pirate ship, and 
third place went to the Pittsfield 
Panthers soccer club. 


Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew@berkshireeagle.com or at 
(413) 496-6241. 








PITTSFIELD. — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced that the annual Holiday 

_ Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, 
March 26, at the Pittsfield Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club gymnasium on Mel- 
ville Street. 


_ The schedule for the differing age 
groups is a follows: 11 a.m. for 2- and 
3-year-olds; 11:20 for 4- and 5-year- 
olds; 11:40 for 6- and 7-year-olds, 
and noon for 8- and 9-year -olds. 
The event is open to Pittsfield 
children only. Prizes will be award- 


ed in each age group for those who 
find the special wooden eggs. 
Children are required to bring their 
own baskets. There will be a special 
appearance by the Easter Bunny. 
Information: Departmen 
Parks and Recreation t,499- 
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Easter Egg hunt scheduled 
_y | 
for Saturday at Boys’ Club 
The parks department's annual Easter Egg hunt will be held on Sa 
at the Pittsfield Boys & Girls Club Simca on Melville Street. = 
The schedule for the differing age groups is as follows: — 
11 a.m. for 2 & 3 year olds 
11:20 a.m. for 4 & 5 year olds 
11:40 a.m. for 6 & 7 year olds and__ 
12 p.m. for 8 & 9 year olds. pe A ; 2 
The event is oper to Pittsfield children only, Prizes will be awarded in 
each age group for those that find the special wooden eggs and one $25 | 


Savings Bond will be awarded in each age grouping. Child quir 
to bring their own baskets or bags. 2 ie & Wee si) N — | 


HM PITTSFIELD: Victor C. 


Capelli, Springside Park natural-. 


ist, will conduct a “Warbler Walk” 
through Springside Park on Sat- 
urday at 9. He will lead partici- 
pants through the park’s 237 acres 
in search of early spring bird 
migrants. Emphasis will be paid to 
how to identify birds with key field 
marks, songs and habitat prefer- 
ences. ¥ ie [s ‘¥ 
Bring binoculars, bird books, 
water and a snack, and wear suit- 


able outdoor clothing; meet at - 


Springside House at 9 a.m. In-for- 


mation: Capelli at (518) 733-5281. 


| Arbor Day observance scneduled 


The parks department will host an Arbor Day ceremony on 
friday, April 29 at noon at Springside Park. Ellen Russo of Pitts- 
Held Tree Watch will speak about the group‘s future plans and 
Mayor James Ruberto will deliver an Arbor Day proclamation. 
The free ceremony will take place off of Springside Avenue at the site of the 
future Boundless Playground. For more information call 499-9343. 
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littsfield: 
Arbor Day ceremony 
set at Springside Park 


Scrambling for eggs 





Caroline Bonnivier / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield : 
Parks and Recreation Department 
will host an Arbor Day ceremony . 
Friday at noon at Springside Park. 

Ellen Russo of Pittsfield ‘Tree 

Watch will speak about that | 
zroup’s recent successes 
‘uture plans. Mayor 
2uberto will deliver an Arbor Day 
proclamation. 

The ceremony will take place off 
ipringside Avenue at the site of 
he future Boundless Playground. 
che free event is sponsored by the 
Retired and Senior Volunteer 
Program and the Hebert Arbor- 
etum, and will take place rain or 


shine. 


Refreshments will be served. | 


For more 


and’ 
James M.> 


Macaila Green, 7, right, looks for more eggs as she picks some up in the Pittsfield 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club during the annual Easter egg hunt yesterday morning. 
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HALLOWEEN 
PARADE 


Come See Ghosts-and Goblins take 
over North Street! 


October 28", 2005 7:00 pm. 
Downtown Pittsfield 


Sponsored by: 


Greylock 


Federal 


jo )i3xhs- 


www.pittsfieldparks.org or 499-9343 for more information 
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City Halloween parade is set 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Parks and Recreation Department 
has announced that the 61st annu- 
al Halloween Parade has been 
scheduled for Friday at 7 p.m. 

This year, a special section will 
be reserved for families and indi- 
viduals who simply wish to show 
up in costume and participate. 
Dogs in costumes are welcome in 
this section and awards will be 
given to the top three dogs. 
Anyone who would like to march 
in the parade, with or without a 
dog, should report to East Street, 
in the vicinity of the high school, 
no later than 6:45 p.m., and look 
for Section 2. The parade is again 
being co-sponsored by Greylock 
Federal Credit Union. 

Following the parade, a free 
Halloween show for kids will be 


held at Berkshire Artisans Gallery, 
featuring the Mighty Mysterious 
Megapuff. The gallery is located at 
28 Renne Ave. 

Trick or treat is scheduled for 
Monday from 5:30 to 7 p.m. city- 
wide. Participating residents should 
leave their outdoor lights on. 
Information: (413) 499-9343. 
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information: { Park o 
Department at wo9.934h] b b a 


Pittsfield: 
City announces 2005 


Halloween Parade 


The Pittsfield Parks and 
Recreation department has an- 
1ounced that the 61st annual 
ittsfield Halloween Parade has 
yeen scheduled for Friday, Oct. 
18, at 7. 

All local schools and other 
organizations are invited to partic- 
ipate by entering a float, band or 
marchers. No one will be turned 
away. This year, a special section 
will be reserved for families and 
individuals who simply wish to 
show up in costume and. partici- 
pate. Dogs in costumes ate wel- 


come in this section, and awards 


will be given to the top three dogs. 


An organizational and sign-up | 


meeting is scheduled for tomor- 
row at 7 at the Springside House, 
874 North St. Those wishing to 
participate are encouraged to 
attend to complete. sign-up forms 
and have questions answered. 
Participants may also find infor- 
mation on the parade, as well as 


sign-up forms, online at www.pitts- 


‘ieldparks.org. 
The parade is again being co- 


sponsored by the Greylock Fed- . 


2ral Credit Union and cash prizes 
will be awarded to the top floats 
and bands. 
Following the parade, a free 
show will be held at the Berkshire 
Artisans Gallery featuring the 
Cosacomica clowns Schmat and 
Schmurple. The gallery is located 
at 28 Renne Ave. Information: 
Parks Department, (413) 499- 
9343. / # Ey) 
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Easter egg hunt planned for Pittsfield kids 
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